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Introduction

Monmouthshire faces a number of challenges now and in theTlugeeincludelimate
change, income and health inequaditidsaccess to housing and transpbdse are really
complex things and we cannot pretend that we have all of the arsteside therwve need

to work together as public serviaed as communities andhak far more about some of the
solutions and the lofigrm impact of the decisions we make.

In April 2016, Welsh Government introduced The-léatlg of Future Generations Act. This
groundbreaking pieceaf legislation iabout improving the social, economic, environmeamdal
cultural welbeing of our nation, our county and the communities that make it what it is

The Act sets out how public services in Wales nd@dkartore about the lorigrm, work
better with peopland communities and each other, look to prevent prohfeihtake a more
joinedup approachlhese are referred todiee five ways of workiddy acting in this way we
stand a much better change of creating atpitoge all want to live.in

In 2021, the five local authorities in Gwent moved from having five separate Public Service

Boards to having one overall Gwent Public Service Bbartbur statutory members of the

Public Service Board, or PSB, are the Local Authdritiesl Health Board,rEiand Rescue

Authority and Natural Resources Wdld¢ker organisations are also invited, such as Gwent
Policeregistered social landlords and voluntary organisations. PSBempanstand publish an
assessment ofdal welbeing, produce\geltbeingplan and report annually on its progress.

This is the Monmout h s-heingassegsmenttand d@ Will deseribervteld s f i
being inthe countypased on a broad range of evidence.

This weHbeing assessment has been prodalteding a range of engagement with people and
groups across Monmouthshifehi s i ncl uded an online survey,
stalls at community eventse draft assessment is also subject to public consultation between
January and Februafi22.Alongside this, the documeindws on a wide range of data, reports

and academic studies to develop an evidence base to help us undesiséamgl wedlr

county.This is about far more than needs, it takes arbasset approach so that we catd bui

upon, preserve and enhance the things that make this place special while identifying future trends
and potential disruptions, whether positive or negative, so that we can maximideethg well

of future generations.

The report will béinalisedoy May2022 The Public Service Board will then use the Gwent
level assessment, together with these local assessments, to develop alssingf well
objectives fothe areaThese will be published as part of a Gwent-Néatlg Plan in spring
2023, whichwill then inform partnership activity and delivery in Monmouthshfre. y o u 6 d
like to be more involved then please get in touch with us using the contact details on the
previous page



The following matrishows how the themes and topics covered in thbeiell assessment
contribute to multiple webleing goals his process a useful way of ensuring that the-well

being assessment is suffityectosscutting and integrateohd is addressing all of the goals.
Throughout the assessméiné themes covered demonstrate contributions to the goals, but the
goals are not necessarily explicitly referred to throughout theatexd repetitiorthe
followingmatrixshows the predominant goals where there is significant contribution.
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The Communities of Monmouthshire

Monmouthshire is geographically large compared to many local authority areas in Wales. It is
semirural in nature and is often perceiveéaly and affluentioweverheadline statistics can

fail to shine a light on the differences within and between commihégesdifferences can be

all the more stark when they exist-biggide Assessing the wlkking of each community is

intendedd ensure that the differences between th
are analysed. Some local areas will also have, or are undertaking, their own planning through
community plans or equivalent processes. These may want to considerghefitiae well

being assessmeand similarly the wddeing assessment will need to continue to consider

relevant evidence produced in these plans.



This assessment is based around five clusters, as shown on the map: Abergavenny and
surrounding aredonmouth and surrounding area;hbart ofMonmouthshire which includes
Usk and Raglan; Chepstow and the Lowg
Wye Valley and Severnside which includ
Caldicot and Magdgven working at this

scale can mask some of the differences
seeand so from tireto-time this analysis
will draw on data at ward or Lower Supe
Output (LSOA) levél

This is really important essure that
differences between the various
communities within our area are analyse
This assessment is structured so that yo
can rea@bout the economic, social,
environmental and cultural wediing of
each area separatélyese should be read
in conjunction with the section covering t
whole county as some issues are addres
more naturally at a county lewgth less informationvailable at a local community level.



Monmouthshire Profile

Located irsoutheast Wales, Monmouthshire occupies a strategic position between the major
centres irsouth Wales and trsmuthwest of England and the Midlan@ise countycovers an
area of pproximately 880 square kilometneth an estimated population &f 264

It is a pedominantly rural county, wiB% of the total population living in wards defined as

being in urban areas. The main settlements are Abergavenny, Chepstow, Monmouth, Caldicot,
Usk and Magor/Undyl'he countyhas a distinctive identity arising from its location in the

borderlands betweé&mgland and the former industhiebrtands of the South Wales valleys.

An integral el ement of Monmouthshireds dist.i
market towns and villages and their relationship with the surrounding rural areas.

The countyhas a rich and diverse landscape stretching from the coastline of the Gwent Levels in
the south to the uplands of the Brecon Beacons in the north and the picturesque river corridor
of the Wye Valley in the easigood road network connects Manuthshire to major

population centres such as Cardiff, Newport and Bristol and many of the population take
advantage of these links to commute out of the area for employment opportunities.

Monmouthshire has major landscape resources and is home toomédignand nationally

designated landscapesging from the Wye ValleyeA ofOutstandindNaturalBeautyto the

east and the Brecon Beacons National Park and the Blaenavon Industrial World Heritage Site to
the northwestlIt containssome good qualiggricultural land and has a high proportion of

farming land altogeth@more than double the Welsh averaitd 16.7% of this used for

crops and horticultufe.

The countyhas a low population density of 1.1 persons per hemarkcantly lower than the
South East Wales average of 5.3 persons per ivethagensities much higher in urban dreas.
Thereisa highethanaverage proportion of older peopléi@ countywhich isforecast to rise
further.In contrastthe numler of under 18s is forecast to decline B@20

Monmouthshire is generally a prosperous area offering a high quality of life for its residents. This
is reflected in the 20Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivatiomith none of the lower super

output aread. SOA) in Monmouthshire in the most depri%@%h in WaleSHowever, as is

highlighted elsewhere in this assessthese headline figures can mask pockets of deprivation

that are all the more stark when juxtaposed with areas of relative wealth.



Economc Wellbeing

An economyds perfor man-bengfleeisapeseptionofg bearin
Monmouthshire as being an affluent county: the average annual wage is £34k, higher than the
Wales average of £29k, and there is an-abevage penstage of workingge people in
employmen(76.7%, June 202THlowever, there aissues and challengesplored below

Jobs and Employment

Contribution  Prosperous  Resilient Wales of Vibrant Globally
to well- Wales Wales cohesive culture and responsible
being goals communities thriving Wales
Welsh
Language

Monmouthshirénasthe second highest number of busirsegeehead of population in Wales.

The largest sectors &mfessional, Scientific and Techicéivities (e.g. legal, accounting,

scientific research and development, veterinary, etc.), making up 16.6% of all local business units.
Agriculture, Forestgnd Fishing support 15.5% of the businesses, above the average for

England and Wales, in terms of enterprise nufbers.

Monmouthshire has a relatively low businessupteate compared to the Wales average, the
combined England and Wales average, andftthe Cardiff Capital Region. However, the
business death rate is also below average, while-yleafigarvival rate is comparatively high.

Birth rate Death rate | Active 5-year
survival rate
Monmouthshire 10.4 9.7 4120 45
Cardiff CapitaRegion | 14.3 11.4 45,480 42
Wales 12.3 10.5 98,445 43

Source: ONS, Enterprise Demdgeapimntafeactive enterpNg@s the 2021 figure for active budimesses in
countig 4,499

Although slightly fewer businesses are started in Monmouthshire, relatively speaking, those that
are have a slightly better chance of survival in the short term than in other authorities.
Nevertheless, between 2014 and 2019, Monmouthshire saw only @&a4&imthe number

of active enterprisesympared to an increase of 17.2% for the South East Wales Region and
12.3% for Wales over@llnumber of engagement responses tagfideingassessment

express concern for the number of businetagsd in the county, and propose reduced

business rates to encourage more new enterprises.
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The Organisation for Economic-©@peration and Development predicts that Monmouthshire
will have the fastest Gross Value Added per capita growth rate in Wiade@samnual growth
rate of 1.68.

In 2021, 91% of enterprises in Monmouthshire employed less than 18 pedptae

manufacturing sector includes large firms (with 250 people or more), while Human Health,
followed by Accommodation and Food Servicesha sectors with a proportionally larger

number of small and meditgized businesses, compared to rhigsinessedAlthough micro
businesses are a vigatt ofthe count§ s e ¢ o n theyysuppos fewerceenployees, and

therefore provide fewer oppunitiesthis may ba factor in residents seeking employment
elsewher&.In addition, some micro businesses include farming and tourism, which can be
seasonal and low pdidlo n mout hshireds working popul ation
Managers, Direats and Senior Officials than Wales as a whole (12.2% and 9.6%, respectively),
and a higher percentage in Professional Occupations (23.3% and 20.8%, réspectively)

Tourism is an i mportant aspect of ®Mwsnmout hs
contributed £245 millionthecount) s economy, a 2. 6% i ncrease
impact figure. Tourism revenue grew in real terms by 18.5% betwek3 2Qatst a target of

10% for 20120 However, Covid will have had a significant ingrattiurism from March

h
0

2020 onwardg¢. s e e abVelbeiriggu rs ect i on f or f wouristhyer i nf or ma

Agriculture is an important part of the Monmouthshire ecodaiaia shows that there are 695
agriculture, forestry and fishangerprises in Monmouthshire, 3% of the total number of
enterprises ithe countythe secontlighest number aft@rofessional, scientific and
technicdl'’ Census data from 2011 shows that 2.8%eafountywvere employed in agriculture,
food and fikeries® Forestry resources are also economically importém fmsunty buthere

is a potential future timber shortage dwddok of plantingrounds0 yearago and very little
economidncentive to plant woodlants.

Monmouthshire hasad aslow uptake of allocated employment li@adingo pressure for it
to be used for other purposes such as housing antl iet20121, 19.5% of the total area of
industrial and business sites identified in the adamtatDlevelopmenPlanremains aviaible
for developmentalthough there are presently limits on development in large parts of the county
as a result of high | evel ¢£Thef isnéedtduptheat es i n
developemployment land to promote economic growthrasréased employment
opportunities ithe county The impacof Covid19 on the future demand for employment land

- ; 8 A . X mustalsobe considered, particularly in light of the

aL ¢2dz R fli%elinSo ba &Hbib .

for people working from home: I would move towards home workidglready, there are

like to see the norm being home workej higher levels of those in employment atéo

f dzy OKAY 3 FyR akzLl (15%) relative to the Wales average (1¥.9%).
Indeed, it is possible thithe growth of remote
working and peopl eds desi

Gl 2LISFdzA t 82X GAGK )
home and less commuting, local
odzaiySaasSa oAttt 04
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presents an opportunity to encourage entrepreneurs to start new businesses in Monmouthshire
rather thann neighbouring citiegich a8ristol.

Monmouthshire hashaghpercentage of people in employment, with 77%, compared to 72%
for Wales and 74% for Great Brit&iHowever, as of 2020, Monmouthshire had a lower
percentage of its populatiomairkingage(1664) than Wales as a whelkich maffect

future economigrowth?® As described in tigeing Welisection, Monmouthshire has an
ageing population, andealucing younger populatiori.phkesent, 42% of totaltward

migrationis by people aged-P®, which are typically education and economicallydriven.

The £1.2 billion Cardiff Capital Reg@ity Dealsa collaborative programieeact as the
catalystdr regionakconomigrowth and sustainable sucees$ise regionlts work and impact
is covered in the Gwent Wh#ing Assessment

Earnings and locations

In the last five years, the wages on offer in Monmouthshire have been approximately 10% below
the WK average, and just under the Wales average: the average weekly wagetla@ailable in
countyin 2021 is £556.6, compared with £562.8 for Wales and £612.8 for’the UK.

650
600

550 .
500

450 /“

400

350

300

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

=@==|lonmouthshire Wales UK

Earnings by place of'work

However, overall earnings by place of residens#ldrigher in Monmouthshire than the
Wales or UK average: £688.8, £570.6 and £613.1, respectivalhighebross Disposable
Household Income per hetiin the Wales average, but lower than th& UK

12



The difference between the wages on ioffer GCKSNE Ad OSNE f
Monmouthshire joband the wages earri®d young people to make a living here
Monmouthshire residenssdue tqeople working in | Any jobs are lowpaid, therefore
higher paid jobsutsidethe county43% (19,700pf the | there is no possibility of affording a
countp s e c oyradiveiresidentd ecommutein | K2 dza S ¢

2011, Monmouthshireds workers already had th
average commuting distance of the ten ssaghWales counti@s.ong commuting timesan

ham weltbeing by reducingob satisfaction, leisure tinmeental healtnd increasirgfrain in

peopl €9s | ives.

In 2011 almost a quarter of Monmouthsitoenmuting was to Newport, 13% to Torfaen and
10% to Cardiff* This data predates the removal of the Severn Bridge Tolls in 2018, which is
likely to have increased commuting to and from Bristol and South GlouceStbeskiteas

been anmncreas@n dail traffic acoss the bridge since 2019 (Seeernsidisection).

Commuting outflows

Uald SUUILE. UiNg, LCIIoUS LV Ll

The dection of the most significant commuting &utflows, 2011

The removal of the tolls is |Iikely to have ¢c
increased 4.1% 8919 overall, directly after the removal, while prices in Chepstow had
increased by A90k merely following %ts annou

13



Theaveragencomes of economically active women who both live and work whghicountys
sgnificantly lower than that of men within the same catégarpf April 2021, the mean full
time pay gap was %4though this is lower than the Welsh mean & argithe UK mean of
14.96.%

Asof June 2021, theediarhouse pricevas£359,159significantly higher théme Welsh
average of£16,15Z s e e 0 H o u.¥ Mamrgodithskire has @ highey average house price
andahigher rate of growth in house pricesipared with elsewhere in Gw#éIn 2020, he
housingaffordability ratio for Monmouthshifae ratio oimediarpricepaid for a home to the
median worbasedjross annualarnings for fulime workersjyvas 8.23. This means that house
prices were 8.23 times the average earrongsredvith 5.88 for the Wales average, making it
harder, particularly for young people, to get on the
property laddef.The belowaverage wages on offer| What would you like your community
in the countycoupled with high property prices, mqd 0 100k like in the feure?

it difficult for young people and future generations| ¢ 1 2 YS (2 G KNMANJA Y]

live and work locally. the manufacturing and service
aSOt2N&E¢

Since 2009, the number of vacant units in
Monmout hshireds centra
stable, but from 20%Xfere has beem increase in
vacantetail*® In addition, between 2009 and 2015, A o .
1000 retail jobs were losthe county® Since G2 S ySsR U2 _ b U NJ
2019 20,the fourcentres have recorded a rise in iu(jlzréezséand have local innovation
vacancy rateAbergavenny (6.6% to 7.6%), Caldicq

(7.6% to 13.4%), Chepstow (11.2%3t6%) and

Monmouth (14.4% to 15.4%pr Abergavenny and Monmouth, this is an increase for the

second consecutive yalihough there is a perception that Abergavenny is thriving atpresent
Engagement responses to the-bailig assessment showresgdént concern f or t he
high streets, and their wish for mésnd more varied shops and businesseshem

Gaz2NB avliff odzaA)
O2dzy iNBEAARS (2 a
SYLX 28YSyid 2LIL}RNJI

All towncentres, except for Monmouth, are below or broadly in line with the Greahihtain
street vacancy rate (13.7%, December Z0B@).longterm effect of Covid9is not yet
known

Worklessness and Inequality

Contribution  Prosperous  Resilient Wales of Vibrant Globally
to well- Wales Wales cohesive culture and responsible
being goals communities thriving Wales
Welsh
Language

Monmouthshi e 6 s  dsccornendlymgnked second in Wales, behind Cardiff, in the UK
Competitiveness Ind&Howeveremployment levels remain below their 2003 peak and, as

14



previously describgtthe largest employment sectors are those that tend to suffer from low pay
with the secondhighest percentage of employees paid below the living wage itotte ten
authorites in the Cardiffapital Region, at 26.6%.

Despite higher levels of economic activity overall, there are pockets of higher unemployment
withinthe countyAsof the 2011 census, these were located particularly in Alvgrgave
Caldicot, Chepstow and the community council areas of Llanfoist and Llantilio Pertholey.

In November 2018, the largest proportion of benefit claimants in Monmoythshuding
those claiming a state pension) were those claiming Employment and Support Allowance;
however, this was considerably less than in surrounding authorities.

As of 2019, Monmouthshire had no areas in the most huepmeed 10% and only 26.8% (o

15 areas) in the most incedeprived 50% in Wales. Simildahg,countyhad no areas in the

most employmerdeprived 10% in Wales, and only 23.2% (13 areas) in the most employment
deprived 50% in Wales. Though this puts Monmouthshire iitieeposdion overallthere are
areas of higher deprivation, particul@adgrmonnow 2 in Monmouth, and Llanover 1, Cantref

2, Lansdown and Croesonen in Abergayetingf which are in the most deprived 30% in
Wales! The picture in Monmouthshire is therefore ofoverall affluence but with stark

income and employment disparities between individual areas in the towns.

Monmouthshire has seen an increase in the percentage of children living in workless households,
rising from 4.9% in 2009 14..2%6 in 2A9andworkless households themselves r@sefrom

10.86in 20150 13.26 at the end of 20¥9However, these aséill both below the Welsh

averagegMo n mo u t h s h age ef iwarklepsdausebotds sen faster than the Wales
averageandthe @vid pandemic may have hadaHect of thesdigureswith a high proportion

of people working in the hospitality angrigm sectorsSimilarly, Welsh Government data from

2019 showed that 15% of children in Monmouthshire were living in potregy impact on

the wellbeing of children and parents, even thbigWas lower than the Wales average of

280.4°

The effect ofCovid19

In Monmouthshire, the onset of the pandemic and the resulting lockdowns saw the numbers of
out-of-work benefit claimants increase significantly, from 975 (1.8% of the population) in March
2020 to a high of 2,370 (4.3%) in August 2020. As &@2hethe number was 1,890 (3.4%).

In Monmouthshire, the number of emgeson furlough ranged from a peak of 10,500 in July

2020 (27% of eligible jobs, slightly lower than the Welsh average of 29%), to 2,6 at 31
2021°According to the Monmout hshire-eBiddnR Revi e
data for unemployment rates and furlough numbers suggest that Monmouthshire, while being
significantly impacted by the lockdown, has been less impacted than other areadua Wales

its strong underlining soe@conomic characteristics, such as the very low proportion of
unemployment claimants {£evid19 and the sectoral mix witklie county °6

15



As might be expected, in 2020 the number of parcels given out at Monmbuithsfoaird s
foodbanksricreased from the previous year, which may reflect an increase in those in need
during the pandemic.

Although Monmouthshire has fared relatively well as a whole, among those who are most likely
to have been affected economicallptikdowns are young people and thoselon-a

income™ It istherefordikely that the pandemic has widened the exis¢iggalityri

Monmouthshire betwedigh and low income households

Considering the strength ofhepaodemiccouldleadio Mo n mo
increased employment througbrei nt er nal touri sm> nd O0staycat

Integration

It is important to understand the intelationship between environmental, social, economic and
cultural welbeing. Summarised belawlowthed E ¢ 0 n 0 b eci seifjei integrate

with other secti@of the assessment to set out the relationship between the factors contributing
to weltbeing

Jobs and Employment

The strength of the local economy is an impdudatdr inweltbeing.
Employment and jobs have a significant influence on cultural, social
environmental welleing. Monmouthshire is often perceived as afflue
but these headline measures mask some clear disparities. The natu
environment providejobs and opportunities.

Earnings and Locations

The difference between wages earned inside and outside the county
direct bearing on commuting and house prices, which in turn affect

being. Town centre vacameyn indicator of economic whadling, and can @ Q
affect social weltleing.

Worklessness and Inequality

Rural communities can be more prone to poverty than urban areas.
prevalence of low paid and fragile employment contributes to the rHsk
|

workpoverty. Thiscaaffec t peopl eds e c ebarmm@mmi c

&
%
&

@

ci al w
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The effect of Covid9 @
The potential for widening existing inequalities, and the effect on

employment figures have a strong bearing cheiey. @

17



SociaWellbeing

Socialveltbeing encapsulates whether people are happy, healthy and comfortable with their
lives and what they do.

Health and Webeing

Contribution Prosperous  Resilient Wales of Vibrant Globally
to well- Wales Wales cohesive culture and responsible
being goals communities thriving Wales
Welsh
Language

Life expectancy for people in Monmouthshire is the highest in Wales, at 80.5 years for males and
84.1 years for femalesmpared to 78.3 for males and 82.3 for females across Wales. Healthy
life expectancy for males is 69.8 yedish is the highest in Walasd 70.7 years for femafes

Behind the headline ratgere are notable variatipwith those living in thest deprived

areas of Monmouthshire expected to live longer than those in the most deprived, by on average
6.3 years for males and 3.6 years for females. Similarly, those in the least deprived parts of
Monmouthshire are likely to live in good healtrofagdr, by an average of 10.1 years for males

and 11.1 years for femafes

The Covidl9 pandemic has led to a decrease in life expectancy in England and Wales of around
one yeat While it is too early to say, it is expected that the most and least deprived areas will
experience this differently.

There are many factors that can have an impact on health including the environment, housing,
early childhood education, income, lifestyfansport and community cohesion. These factors

are part of the wider determinants of health and can impact in either a positive or negative way
on physical and mental health. There are some communities in Monmouthshire that are
experiencing challengekated to these factors and there are health inequalities in, and between
communities in Monmouthshire.

The health domain of the Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation shows there are variances in the
communities in Monmouthshire experiencing health depriw&/hile many areas in the county

are ranked in the least deprived areas in Wales for health, 20 areas in Monmouthshire are ranked
in the 50% most deprived areas in Wales, these are particularly areas around some of the towns
in Monmouthshiré?

The pademic has also shone a spotlight on the need to reduce health inequalities, with some
health inequalities potentially being exacerbated by the pandemic.

18



Further local health services and improved provision
identified by many residentshe engagement responsg
Similarlyresidents also identified health as being

What would make your local area
a better place?

g4

. . : a. S0 SN K& kdsiér o

importantto them and their family. The need for acceg FOOS A A& *

good care and local health services was a frequent L ) L
a! O0OSaa 02 RSy

response in comments was the need to ensure suitalf
care and support is available for people wéab ihe
including older people.

The health of the rural population in Wales is influenced by many factors such as income,
housing, education, access to services and deprivation ift’genaralholethe county

appears to fare well compared to theofédtales when considering general deprivation, with

no areas in the most deprived 18%, di s c us s e it Weltbheind h e eléolvavaey,n o m
social deprivation and particularaccess to services show high deprivation levels are
widespread across rural areas of Wales, including Monmquahgteseribed in theranspord
sectiorf?

Good health and wddeingareresourcef or | i fe by i ncreasieveg an
their educational, economic and social potential. 80.1% of people in Monmouthshire consider
their general health to be good or very gamdpared to 81.4% in England and 77.8% in

Wales® Healthy lifestyles contribute towards good health and impvelkbding results from

the National Survey for Wales show that although Monmouthshire compares favourably with
Gwent and Wales on many healthy lifestyle indicators, the absolute figures still present a
challenge

Mon | Gwent | Wales
Percentage @fdults who report being a current smoker 17% | 18% | 17%
Percentage of adults who report average weekly alcohol
J 1o 1EP J y 20%| 17% | 19%

consumption above guidelines
Percentage of adults who ate at least 5 portions fruit & veg th

cnag P 9™ 3206 | 200 | 24%
previous day
Percentage @afdults who were active at least 150 minuties in

. 9 61% | 55% | 53%
previous week
Percentage of adults overweight or obese (BMI 25+) 56% | 65% | 60%
Percentage of adults with fewer than 2 healthy behaviours 7% | 10% | 10%

National Survey for Wales 2018204 8/2006 adult lifestyles
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Healthy lifestyles in childhood and adulthood allow for healthy ageing and preventing chronic
disease in older age. If healthy lifestyles are adopted early, they will ensure future generations age
well, with greater independerand the ability to contribute until much later in life.

Deprivation is highly correlated with unhealthy lifestyles and subseleelth il herefore,

the pockets of deprivation identified in the community profiles are likely to have worse health
outcanes than the overall Monmouthshire picture, leading to inequalities in health, education
and employment outcomes.

Al 't hough Monmout hshiredéds figures for the per
vegetables per day and healthy BMI are slighity than those for Wales overall, there are still
significant numbers who do not

Community growing activities such as community gardens, Incredible Edibles and community
orchards are in place acribgscountybut access to further land for communities and

individuals who wish to start growing food would be wssdulould give physical and mental
health benefit§hese projects could increase confidence in cookingegittables and fruits
whichcould improve the diet for adls well as giving nutrition and health benefits, mental

health

The percentagef smders in Monmouthshiie 17%,whichrepresents a significant number of
peopleand isequal tdhe Wales averagghildren are particularly vulnerable to secondary
smokemaking them more susceptible to conditions triggered by-bacwhsinoke. There are
correlations between smoking and deprivatm@hsmoking is the largest single cause of
preventable ilealth in Walewvith high costs to the NHS and the econ&my.

Monmouthshire has a highkanaverage proportion of adults who report drin&loghol

above the weekly recommended guidelines. Alcohol misuse not only poses a threat to the health
and welbeing of the drinkebutit can also cause harm to family, friends and communities.
Alcohotrelated admissions to hospitals from Monmouthskim@ongst the lowest in Wates

The problem could bmore hidden in Monmouthshire, wiglss immediately visible effects

including loss of productivity

Although Monmouthshire has one of the highest sports participation rates iBAMabés,
adultsin the countylo less than the recommended 150 minutes of exerciseandesier a
guarter are active less than 30 minutes in &\lPeek p | e 6 sncréasinglg sedeatarye paitly
as a result of technology making lives easier. Fewerdoeopleual work, and many jobs
involve little physical effdftPeople aged over 65 are the least active age group, with 57% of
Welsh oveb5s active for less tharttecommended 150 minutes a yweblch is significant
with Monmout hshireds ageing popul ati on

Obesity is rising in Wales, as it is glolbatween 2003 to 2015 there was a 4% increase in
levels of obesity among adults in Wales. Curraritpnmouthshire, 56% of adults are
overweight or obese, of which 2&8féclassed as obese (BMI of 30 or olre018/19 21.4%

of 4 and 5yearolds inthe countywere classified as overweight or obese, with 8.6% classed as
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obesethe situation is feat¢o have worsened during periods of inactivity, school closures and
lack of routine during the coronavirus pand&AE many sedentary behaviours start in
childhoodsuch aschool children being driven to school, children living with obesity are more
likely to become obese adulibesity is a risk factor in numerous health conditions such as
diabetedheartdisease and stroke.

The Office for National Statistics prodside-satisfaction data for the UK. The latest full
annual results (from 2019/20psv Monmout hshire residentsd r
than both the UK and Wales for all measinelsiding anxief§f

UK Wales Monmouthshire
Average Life Satisfaction Sc 7.66 7.67 7.81
Average Worthwhile Score 7.86 7.8 8.05
AverageHappiness Score 7.48 7.44 7.55
Average Anxiety Score 3.05 3.09 3.27

The ONS weekly survey on the impact of the coronavirus-tordiay life in Great Britain

shows theffectthe pandemic has had on yeling; data from March 2020 to June 2021 shows
thatthemost recent happiness levels are similar-fmapemic leveldgspite large decreases
earlier in thpandemié€?

Transport and Access to Services

Transport is essential for many aspects of daifyrtifedingopportunities for people to access
jobs, leisure, and social activities as well as vital services, including education and healthcare.
Crucially for the local economy, it connects businesses with their customers and suppliers.
However, the modes of transpwe use can have profound effects on our environment,
communities, and even our health.

Monmouthshire is a predominantly rural county and transport was highlighted as a particular
issue in the previoueltbeingassessmeniVhen asked what would make area where they

live better, issues to do with roads, traffic and highways camenaubfiise greatestoncers
amongst residents.

Over40% othecountf s economi c al |-gomaueatirelatvelyhegls i dent s
distancegseadobs andEmploymentsectiorfor further detajl

In Monmouthshire, only 4% of people commute to work using public transport. 60% of drivers,
though, say that they would switch to public transport if its quality imBtavadiition to the
potential positive effeon weklbeing, this would also h&wenefits fothe environment.

Affordable and accessible public transport is also important for young people to more easily
attend college and further educatiuring the engagement for the wvaeling assessment,
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beter public transport came out extremely strongly as something that would improve the area
where people live.

Overall, 8% of Monmouthshire commuters share their camtihisbe increased, particularly if
partigpation in initiatives such s sharingwere encouragét75% of people in
Monmouthshire believe we should all drive less to save the planet, docbdihy ouGov
opinion polling suggesting that car sharing could be a viabl€option.

The ambition of the Active Travel Act is to increag GCKS FTANBG f2010
substantially the number of people who walk and | many people in our street that we
cycle for everyday journeys, particularly those thg suffered from traffic problems

for shorter journeys. Currently, only 1% of people| before’

Monmouthshire commute to work by cycling, for

example, compared to @¥agpeople in the best penfoing similar local authority area.
However, the rural naturetbe countymakes active travel difficdlthas been calculated that
16%of commuter journeys in Monmouthshire could be made by bike, but this will require an
uptake of ébikes and good cymj infrastructure to be made available, such as segregated
cycleway8.Significant investment is being made in active travel in the Aoectjotal

evidence locally aligns with national research suggesting that walking and cycling increased
substanti®} during the lockdowns of 2020 and 2021, and if this increase is to be maintained,
every opportunity must be taken to ensure that chbegadars during a time of disruption
dondt r ev ehabits” Many residents from acsoss the county said that they would like
more safe walking and cycling routes for use by young and old alike.

In 2020, nearly 70,000 vehigleseregistered in Monmoughire, of which over 55,000 were

cars and 7,500 were light goods veliidiess is a ratio of 663 per 1000 people, an increase

since 2011 when the ratio of cars/vans was 613 per 1000 people, itself a 10% increase since
2001° This may reflect the challenges of using public transport or walking and cycling in a rural
county likeMonmouthshire.

Currently, electric vehicles are more expensive than their petrol or diesel equivalent, making the
green option hard for many people to achigleetric Vehicle infrastructure will also need to
improveas petrol and diesel cars are phasetdhe Electric Vehicle Charging Strategy for

Wales sets out how the Welsh Government will invest in electric vehicle infrastructure and work
with the private sector to give people in Wales the confidence to switch to electri€ vehicles.
Currently, 4&€V chargingpointsare available in MonmouthshiFee council has installed

chargers in severar parks acrosdonmouthshirend data shows they are being well®ised

Public and private return travel times to sergiagex h a s geéres, ib@nies dy leisure r
centresn Monmouthshire are higher than the Wales average in every category €cept one.
These times are not surprising given the rural nathee@duntybut they are a concern when
considering its number of elderly resisand inadequate public transport.
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Access to LSOA A Access to LSOA
Services Decile Services Decile
- -

Crucorney 408 Mill 1

Devauden 10 St. Kingsmark 2
Goetre Fawr 1 PG Larkfield
Llanbadoc [—@ Overmonnow 1
Llanelly Hill 2 P severn 1
Llangybi Fawr | 19 severn 2
Llanover 1

Llanover 2

Llantilio Crossenny
Mardy 2 NG| orybridge 2

Mitchel Troy RS Lianelly Hill 1
Shirenewton G Lianelly Hill 3

St. Arvans S st vary's

Trellech United 1 _ Dewstow & Green Lane 2
Trellech United 2 B Gofield

Caerwent _ Mill 3

Caldicot Castle 1 I st Christopher's

Castle & Llanfoist Fawr P The Eims

Drybridge 1 R et end

Goetre Fawr 2 I e 1

Llanwenarth Ultra I e 2

Raglan _ Dixton with Osbaston
Croesonen I oy 2

Lansdown I ol 2
Overmonnow 2 _ Dewstow

Portskewett _ Mill 2

Priory 1 I <ot

Thormwell 1

Wyesham

Access to servicebykmild area in Monmo#@éthshire

Community Safety

Contribution  Prosperous  Resilient Healthier More Vibrant Globally
to well- Wales Wales Wales equal culture and = responsible
being goals Wales thriving Wales
Welsh
Language

Crime in Monmouthshire is at a lower level than in the five other local authority areas covered
by Gwent Police, but there has been a marked increase in certain cnmtéity s county
recentlyIn the twelve months to April 2021, there were 4677 recorded crimes in the county, a
rate of 49.4 per 1000 population. The data shows an increase of 560 crimes from the previous
assessment, rising from 4117 in 2016, with @asecof 4.8 from 44.6 per 1000 population.
Monmouthshire accounts for 9.87% of all crimes in the GwenNaeracompared with areas

with similar demographic, social and economic characteristics relating to crime,

~

Monmout hshirebds a@avelagee rate is just above

FromDecember 2019 to November 20B@rewas anncrease in Violence Without Injury,
Criminal damage and arsand Public Order offencdscidents of Rap@ecreased 35%
betweerl9/20and 20/21, while @er

_ . wora | FlrLYAfes S F¥SS
Sexua.ll 'Offence.s |nc.rea§6d9 % however, | can fully empathise that many do no
Shoplifting, residential burglary, There is a level of arsocial behaviour in hot spo

commercial burglary, thefts, and vehiclg areas [such as] visible drug use that seems to g
crime have mainly shown reductionsr | unchallenged, speeding and use of illegféroad

this periogdwhich is likely due in part to YSKAOf Saé
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the lockdowns during the pandemic, with restricted shopping and more people bedhtprequire
stay at home.

There is evidence that Organised Crinoel@a are operating within the countigich may
contribute to some of the increases in certain crime types

Drug Offences are showing a reduction in the county, with recorded imedigsitgy from

213to 185 from November 2020 to November 20@iich could be attributed to lockdowns
during the pandemielowever, gbstance misuse remains an ongoing issue within our younger
population. A confidential report highlights that Monmouthghpis rank higher than the
national average for smoking, cannabis use, and alcohol consumption. Further data is being
explored to better understand this issue.

As of January 2021, the Gwent Drug and Alcohol Service (GDAS) had a total of 288 adults
accesBag substance misuse services across the county. Of this number, 150 were receiving
support for alcohol abuse, and 138 for other substance misuse issues. The main substances for
which help is initially sought are Alcohol and Heroin, which have main&sdgdise across

the county. A fall in the number of adults accessing support during the pandemic and lockdowns
was recordedbut the latest data indicates a recovery back-papdemic levels of adults

seeking support for substance misuse.

Anti-Social Behavioumcidents across Monmouthshire have seen increases and dexreases
2018to 2021 decreasing froft044 recorded incidemts2018/19 to 946 in 2019/20 but

increamg markedly to 1135 recorded incidémts9/208 a 20% increase assathe county.

Nuisance has been the most common classification of ASB in Monmouthshire during the most
recent period, accounting for 53% of all incidents. Personal incidents have accounted for 15%
and environmental incidents have accounted for 15% of-&lbvid19 related incidents.

The last full year of data from South Wales Fire and Rescue Service in MonmoutAghire was
20199 March 2020in which time there were notable increasbdibrerate refuse fires and
automatic and malicious fadéermsBut, & this data is not tp-date, and pr€ovid

particularlya fuller discussion will need to await the release of furthr data

Domestic Crime in Monmouthshire has shosteady increase since January 2019. In

November 2021he twoeyear average stood at 118 crimes per month. It is thought that Covid

19 had reduced the number of reported domest
back this up, with only a 1% wetlon in average monthly domestic crimes recorded in 2021,
compared to 2020.
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Recorded Domestic related crimes in Monmouthshire local athority
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The rise in crimes in 2021 could be due to the encouragement by Gwent Police and other
partner agencies for victims to come forward and report. It could also be dowabitibytier

victims to have time away from the offender to be able to report the crime as people go back out
to work.

Common Assault and Battery is the most common type of domestic abuse recorded in
Monmouthshire. Over the last three years it hassetyearon-year as has the Pursue Course
Of Conduct Which Amounts To Stalking offendegreag\ssault Occasioning Actual Bodily
Harm and Harassment offending have decrgaaeth-yearover the last three yeddéfences

of Controlling or Coercive Behawian an Intimate or Family Relationship increased by 40% in
2021.

Recorded domestic crime in Monmouthshire in the last three years has been more common in
Abergavenny. Allreagxcept Monmouth have seen a decrease in recorded crimes in 2021,
looking at werage crimes per month for each area over the last three years. Abergavenny makes
up 30% of the average crimes per month, Monmouth 24%, Caldicot 23% and Chepstow 22% of
average crimes per month. The reduction in crimes could possibly be due to thegahdemi
restrictions during that period.
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Recorded Domestic related crimes by Area of Monmouthshire
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There have been more male offenders of domestic crime than female over the last three years
thoughthe average monthly number of identified female offenders has increasseatightly
on-yearsince 2019 here wassignificant increase in female offending in April 2020, which was
the first month of lockdowi®©ver the last three years, the most common age category of overall
domestic abuse offenders in Monmouthshire has b&@ny22ars. Within this, age rangeX-of

40 years and 4D years are the most concerraaghey have shown significant greeson-

year Also of concern is the-BD years age range, which saw a huge increase of over 50% in
only 11 months of 2021, compared with the full 12 months ddpwevi year 6 s dat a.

Although there is a worrying increasing trend of domelstied crime in Monmouthshire, this
could indicate that more victims are coming forward to report it. It also highlights the need for
attention from all partners to support andeubthe vulnerable.

Mental Health

Contribution Prosperous Resilient Wales of Vibrant Globally
to well- Wales Wales cohesive culture and  responsible
being goals communities  thriving Wales
Welsh
Language

In 2015, 11% of adults in Monmouthshire reported thawieycurrently being treated for a

mental ilnes§The Wel sh Governmentds O0Together for
in four adults experience mental health problems or illneseat@onduring their lifetime

and one in six of us will be experiencing symptoms at any one time. At a time of recession and
the pandemic, when levels of stress and anxiety inevitably rise, more people will be affected, and
suicide rates are likely to ease.

More deprived communities often have the poorest mental health dosinyeProblems can
often be passed on through generations and may perpetuate cycles of inequality. Many mental
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health problems start early in life, and can be a result oati@pincluding poverty, insecure
attachments trauma, loss or abuse. This can be seen in the WIMD 2019 data, with the highest
levels ofGP-recorded mental health condisanMonmouthshiréoundin the most deprived

areasln Monmouthshire as a whalee rate of a Gifeecorded mental health condition is the 9
lowest of all 22 local authoritiés.

The National Survey for Wales uses the WEMWBS (Wa&duntdurgh Mental Wellbeing

Scalgto evaluate mental health. Monmouthshire scored 51.7 in 2018/19, a slight increase from
the 2016/17 score of 51ahd the 8 highest in Wales. In comparison, the Wales score in
2018/19 was 51.Fhe pandemic has also exposed people to greater lstrelssadind anxiety,

as well as bereavements, coupled with the restrictjons

of access to coping mechanisms, such as seeing | What things are important to you?
onespr exercising, so these figures are likely to be wo 1 dz13.02 NI 3 N2 dzLJ
higher nowThe pandemic will also have had an ages and all needsbetter support

i mpact on méonmbuehéhse aadb i | for the older generationg physical,
across Gwent to get the help and support that they Wellbeingand mental health

need. The welieing impacts of mental health are NBEFaSRQQ

explored more generally in the Gwent-Wé&tig Assessment.

Data collected as part of the Children in Need Census shovwedehtdl substance or alcohol
misuse was present in one quarter of children receiving care and support from Mommouthshi
chil drends s48% of ehlldres red avpareneveth a neental healtfissue.

Depression is the most common mental thegbrder in Britain, according to the Mental

Health Foundation. The Rural Services Network points at evidence that seems to suggest mental
health is probably better in rural afeldswever, they also conclude that there are a number of
factors specifito rural areas such as demography, access to services, social exclusion and
deprivation that may contribute to stress, anxiety and depression. Some rural odcupations
including farming have high suicide rat€@ven the large number of farming busiimess
Monmouthshire, this may be a significant issue.

The htest data from ONS reports that in 2020, the Wales suicide rate was 10.3 deaths per
100,000 population, of whaf@%were malé& In Wales, the suicide rate was 11.8 deaths per
100,000 population in between 2280, with 964 deaths. In Monmouthshire theesame

period the rate was marginally higher than the rate in Wales, @at2odis needed when
interpreting suicide data, particularly annual fluctuations, because the small numbers, delays in
registration and recording differences can produekabie rates.
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Loneliness and Isolation

Evidence suggashat loneliness and social isolation ¢Having a community relationship
can impact physical and mental heathificantly’ with a primary school is vital.
Different factors can place individuals at greater ris| Community activities for older
including major life transitions, personal chexiatits, | People are vital to avoid the feeling
and health conditions, but it can affect lyotlmg and 2¥ t2ysStAysaano
old and those living in rural or urban areas.

An increasingly older population is the single most significant factor in the increasing prevalence
of rural isolationAs described in th®&geing Wetisection, Monmouthshire hassmgeing
populaton.

As of the 2011 Censlis515 people aged 65 and over in Monmouthshit@lores®® Rural

areas have a unique set of circumstances that can exacerbate the social isolation of older
residents, leading to poor health, loss of independence and lower quality of life. Decreasing
availability of rural public transport, greater reliance owgarship and rises in the costs of

fuel allhave anmpact on rural isolation. Transport plays a vital role in keeping older people
connected to local communities and services but also family and friends. Being unable to get out
and about due to a lacktfnsport can result in older people losing independence, leading to
feelings of loneliness amdhck ofndependenc®

Loneliness among older people is exacerbated by distance from family members. Factors such as
affordable housing and employment ofymities increase pressure on families to disperse. As
further explored in th@&lousingsection, such pressures are significant in Monmouthshire. The
Royal Voluntary Service stdt@t older people who see their children once a month or less are
twice adikely to feel lonely than those who have daily contact with their ¢hildren

Broadband connectivity continues to be an issue for MonmoutWthiréne exception of

Powysthe countyhas the lowegtroportion of properties with Superfast biidadbandn

Walesand the lowest proportion of properties with Superfast EU broddtmedall,

Superfast availability is 87% in Monmouthshire, compared to 94% for Wales, reflecting the rural
nature othe county?In 2019the countyhad a digital geeivation rate of 12.5%approximately

8,000 premisedjut work has continued ittstallbetterfibre broadband tareas o$outh

Wales, includinglonmouthshir@® Neverthelessjygenthecount) s el der |y and rur
and the fact that single gp@ner households are the least likely to have internet access (at 51%),

it is likely that digital exclusion currently affects many residents in Monmdtithshire.

The accessibility of local village shops and services such as post offices often act as community
hubs and provide a place for daily interadiid2020/21 three quarters iionmouthshire
residents agré¢éhey have a feeling of belonging to their loeal®ar
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Housing

A personds health is di homendlthg engifodfmentihwhtch by t h
they live Poor housing is associated @itincreased risk of cardiovascular diseases, respiratory
diseases and depression and anxiety, while those with mental health conditi@rdlaadalie

times more likely to live in rented housing when compared with the general pSyinetion.

the last 10 years, housing conditions in Wales have improved but several factors still
disproportionately affect those experiencing social or economic disadvantage, including
homelessness, fuel poverty, unaffordable housing, and lack of safegnasmhgés.

Compared to the Wales average of £216k and the UK average of £255k, the average house price
in Monmouthshire is high, at £359&verall prices have risen 35% in the last 5 years, with a

jump of £23k in the Monmouthshire average just bet@ggember 2020 and June 2021; this is

likely due to a greater demand in rural areas following the increased ability to work from home as
a result of Covid9, though there is an indication that prices have recently started t& plateau.

The removal of # Severn bridge tolls will have made the county more appealing to the

residents of Bristol and south West England as it has lowered communiNg\arsteless,

prices are very high when related to earnings, with a ratio of 8:1, though in Aberglavenny an
Monmouth it is as high as:1%°As outlined in th@obs and Employméisection,

Monmout hshireds high house prices make it ve
and work locally, leading many to move otiteo€ounty®

Of the approxnately 40,000 households in Monmouthshire, 75% areamsopred, which is
5% above the Wales averag@tudies suggest that the reprtaperties available redutgd
almost 50% between 2019 and the private rental market is highly unlikely to dlele vi

option for those in receipt of Local Housing Allow&rexe inability to access private rented
acceonmodation due to high prices is one of the issues leading to people in Monmouthshire
being unable to form households and to lésveounty®Between 20109, the rental values
across Monmouthshire saw an average increase of alm@st 25%.

The difficulties itbuying or renting a houseeate a large demand for affordable housing within

the county®There are approximately 5,700 units of atitedwusing across Monmouthshire,

mostly owned and managed by Monmouthshire Housing Association, Melin Homes'%nd Pobl.
The affordable housingaiting list in Monmouthshire stands at more than 3,500 households

which 2,400 have a recogdiseed®’ In the engagement responses for thebewlp

assessment, residents throughout the county stressed the need for more affordable housing, and
therisk thatyoung people in the couratseunable to live and work locally.

2018 WlshGovernment projections indicate that the overall number of households in South

East Wales would increase by 11.8% (77,400) between 2018 and 2043; Monmouthshire will need
to accommodate a share of this growth while meeting the needs of an ageing pagdulation

trying to retain younger age grodfis. the immediate future, it has been estimated that 468
additional affordable homes will be needed per annum up untif Ble2&ever, ew build
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homes are not the total solution to the supply of affordable hotihesountye.g. increasing
the supply of private rented homes and bringing empty properties back into use by other
methods™®

Over the last 6 years, the total number of affordable dwelinggbuil{495 has been below

the delivery target of 672 affordable units, required by the local development plan adopted in
2014 However, inlie most recent moniting periods housing completions have been much
closer to the annual average requirement, due mostly to the speed with which the allocated
strategic sites have come forwdrd.

' . What would you like your community
Despite this progress thoughyerafactors to look like in the future?

currently affect the deliveryaafditional affordable | | . A A
housing in M thshire. The first is the hiah al! u2gy @O0KSNB UKS

ousing i Monmou _S re. ) e firstis the '9 public/social housing for yourfgmilies,
levels of phosphates in the River Wye and Rivell 5 petter employment opportunities
Usk, which mean that any new developmentsin| ¥ 2 NJ 2 dzNJ & 2 dzy 3 LIS 2
those areas.m.ust demonstrate that the levels wi GhlIR2NIidy AGASE T2
neutral or will improve as a resulthaf t 2y (KS K2daAy3d fI
development. At present, this is preventing new
developments in the areas of Abergavenny, :

h and Usk 4 d imited land time we need to make sure that
Mor_lmout and Usk. Secon " ue_- to limite .a.n everyone can afford to live amdmain
available for developmetftere is high competitior] 4 v 2 dzNJ 02 Y'Y dzy A § & ¢
for land coming forward. Third, high land values
and increaseasts of building materials are affecting viability and deliverBtdityational
Development Framework sets out Welsh Goveri@raolicy, and will restrict housing
developmend including affordable homé&sn Monmouthshire as it seekstmcentrate new
developmestin Newport, Cardiff and the vallelymally, it is difficult to deliver affordable
housing within town centres due to heritage requirements, the cost and extent of renovation
work often required, and significant flood rigks.

G2 A0K K2dza$S LINAOS

Approximately 15% ahe existing stock of affordable housing is located in rural areas, equating
to around 870 units. However, the majority of these properties do not benefit local communities,
as they are not covered by the rural allocation policgdhats people to demonstrate a local
connection to that community. Additional affordable housing is needed in these rural areas to
enable people to remain in their local communities, particularly younger households and first
time buyers who are oftengad out of the open market and have to move away to access
housing*?

In rural counties, second homes are often a factor that compounds housing supply issues
however, of the 42,114 households in Monmoiughgimly 0.5% are second henh@v when
comparedo several other local authorities in Wles.

In August 2021, WshGovernment committed £250m for 20,000 new low carbon homes for
rent within the social sector in the next few years, of which Monmouthshire has been allocated
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£7.5m***Social housing is generally more eredfigient due to being newer and because of
improvements made to social housing for Welsh Housing Quality Standard.

A household is considered to be living in fuel poverty if the occupant is living on a lowger inco
in a homehatcannot be kept warm ateasonable cost.10%of thehouseholds the county

are in fuel poverty; this is below the Wales average of 12%, but high coingdsnimgy s

overall affluence, working out to around 4,000 housélitidsseholds in rural areas are more
likely to be in fuel poverty, whicbuldreflect a greater proportion of rural households not
having central heatingithe 2011 census, over 600 households (1.6%) in Monmouthshire had
no central heatinf While fuel poerty is predominantly experienced by household®with
incomes, the occupants are also generally older, as are the buildings thetmsah&selevant

to Monmouthshire given the olgmpulation and housing stdéln addition, rural properties
areoften not on the gas network so depend on more expensive oil or bottled gas for heating.

The current homelessness situation in Monmouthshire is extremely challenging due to the lack
of temporary and permanent accommodation and the continuing levelfoff hesttless
support?* The average stay in temporary accommodation is longer than normal due to a lack of
suitable alternative accommodation because existing temporary accommodation is at capacity
and the supply of permanent accommodation vacancieffisiéns to meet demantiDue to

the Covid19 pandemic, Monmouthshire County Council has experienced a significant increase
in demand for homelessness accommodation, as Welsh Government guidance required it to
ensure nobody had to sleep rough or waskatfrsleeping rough. This issue has been
exacerbated due to citizens not being able to stay with family ot#frfendéAugust 2021,

there were 147 households in temporary accommodation, including 73 households in bed and
breakfast accommodation. Mari these are single homeless people with multiple support
needs?

Of those assessed as homeless in Wales /2@@196 were successfully helped to secure
accommodation, whereas in Monmouthshire inf 2Q28e prevention figure is only 35%,
illustrating the scalethfe countg s p r*“?cHoweeemdespite the challenging situation,
Monmoutshire County Councilirecreasing both accommodation and housing sypport
2019/20the countyhad onlyb rough sleepers, making it the joiHb@est in Wales®

Providing appropriate housing to the meet the needs of the population in Monmouthshire,
including older people andalled people, is essential so that people are able to access suitable
accommodation that meets their needs, are not trapped in unsuitable accommodation or need to
move from their communities to access more suitable housing. Planning for flexible, adaptabl
accommodation with the whole life course in mind will improve the ability of older people and
those with disabilities to live independently at home.
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Child Development

Contribution  Prosperous  Resilient Wales of Vibrant Globally
to well- Wales Wales cohesive culture and responsible
being goals communities thriving Wales
Welsh
Language

Children born into secure, loving families are more likely to grow up to be better educated, more
financidly secure angealthierand are more likely to give their children the same good start in
l'ife. The first thousand days of avemhil dbés |
significaneffecton their outcomes and those of future generations.

Teenage pregnancy is both a cause and a consequence of health and education inequalities and is
associated with poorer outcomes for children. Monmouthshire has a rate of 26.6 per 1,000
conceptions undéhe age of 20. This is far below the Welsh average of 37.2 per 1}@90 and
secondowest in Wale$’

Birth weight is an important determinant for future hessiths inversely associated with infant
mortalityandlife expectancy, and is predictivdisébility and educational achievement as well
as diabetes, stroke dmahrtdisease in adulté Monmouthshire had 4.7% of low birth weight
live single births in 2015 compared to the Welsh average.6f B&ifig data available at a
smaller geographieaka, it appears that the rates are highest in Portskewett, Priory 2 in
Abergavenny and West End in Caldicot

In Monmouthshirg43.8% of babies are breastfed at 10 days followingvhith compares
favourably with the Welsh averdgjehis is importantasbreastfeeding has letegm benefits
for babies, lasiginto adulthoogandhealth benefittor motherswhilepromoing early
bonding and attachment between mother and baby.

Fyng Start is the Welsh Governmentodés Early Y
than four years of agend includeee quality, pattme childcare for twim threeyearolds an

enhanced health visiting servéoeess to parenting programamedspeech, language and
communication support. The Monmouthshire Flying Start service is available to families in

defined areas of Abergavenny, Monmouth, Chepstow and Caldicot.

Legislation requires the provisiorasfar asis reasonably practicable, sufficient childcare to
meet the requirements of parents in their area who require childcaretmumdetake

training or educatiqor to prepare for work. Parents have reported a lack of adequate childcare
for childrenwith a disability, including after school clubs, child minders, and holiday provision
They struggle to find adequate suitable carers when using direct payentbetsis dack of
placestafter school clgd*

On the whole, the quality of childcare provision in Monmouthshire is very good and there is
sufficient provision to meet the needs of most families; however, there are some gaps in
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provision that have been identified and need to be addeesdeds Weldlanguage
provision)*?An action planvasdrawn up to address highlighted gaps and to ridzriers
to accessing childcare tvareidentified.

6L Ff&a2 g2NNB Kz Someresponses tothe engagesugneydentified
can afford to work and pay for nurseff the affordability of childcassbeing an issue and the

provision with veryittle affordable potential impadhatthis has onheirparents being in
OKAf ROIFNB LINE JA a4/ employment

Play is importantto h i | d r e n 0 sfurtdeeinfarhabop omeplaytprovision and the latest
Play Sufficiency Assessment (PSA) for the county is in the sport and leisure section of the
Culture assessment.

The main oral disease of childhood is tooth deltiaf,like manyther diseasgs associated

with social deprivatiofhis islargely preventable, for example by reducing intake of sugary and
starchy food and drinkehe nost recent data shotst,on averagdvlonmouthshire children

aged 5 have 0.9 decayed, missified teeth, just below the Welsh average of 1.22. At age 12,

the average number of decayed, missing or filled teeth for Monmouthshire children is 0.5, below
the Welsh average of 88 her e are concerns thabeenchil drend
negativelgaffected during the coronavirus pandemith access to dental care being limited.

Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) are chronic stressful experiences in childhood that can
directly hurt a child (such as abuse or neglect) or affect theghttire environment in which

they live (such as growing up in a house with domestic violence or with individuals with alcohol
and other substance use problem§)Es t end to be O6passed downo
successive generations of familiespgabr health and argocial behavioudnfortunatelydata

on ACEsfor Monmouthshire is not available.

Monmouthshire has seen an increase in the number of looked after children over recent years.
The number of looked after children has increased froat tHi€3end of 2018/19 to 219 at the

end of March 2020. Despite a slight decrease in the number of looked after children in March
2021 to 213, there has been a sustained increase. The rate in Monmouthshire of 123 children
looked after per 10,000 child plgpion remains higher than the equivalent Wales rate which is
115 per 10,00¢. The number of children on the child protection register in Monmouthshire has
fluctuated but the overall remains higher than a few years ago. As a result, there is significant
demand on Children Services in Monmouthshire.

Education
Contribution  Prosperous  Resilient Wales of Globally
to well- Wales Wales cohesive responsible
being goals communities Wales
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Monmouthshire has 30 LEA funded primary schools including twoeméslahm, six Church

in Wales and two Roman Catholic primary schools. There are four secondary schools and a pupil
referral unitAcross the authorit§6.6% of compulsory school age pupils are eligible for free

school meals.

In 2018, the WeldBovernment began the process of developing new evaluation and
improvement arrangements to align and help the realisation of the new Curriculum for Wales
and associated reforms. These arrangements include a new set of measures for Key Stage 4 to
support a loader learner choice, valuing learner needs and achievements, along with a move
away from gathering this information on a sebywsthool basis.

Amendments to the regulations relating to teacher assessment information supported the Welsh
Governmeri dedsion to cease publishing comparative information about end of phase or key
stage teacher assessment data and National Reading and Numeracy Test data at a school, local
authority, or regional consortium level.

In 2019, further modifications were madeitnesof the regulations underpinning the reporting
and collection of school information to take account of the disruption to schools as a direct
result of coronavirus and the disproportionate administrative burden they may have posed
during these challengitimes, including school reporting requirements in relation to the
201920, 202021 and 2021/2022 school years. This meatsctiauthority is unable to

provide school academic performance information at this time.

Skills and qualifications are imanttfor progression into further education or employment.
Having good local schools and education provision was identified as being important to
Monmouthshire engagement respondents and their families.

School attendance is a critical factstudent achievement. Attendance in Monmouthshire
primary schools during the last year of available data (2018/19) was the highest in Wales, with
4.6% of hatday sessions missed due to all absences, with the Wales average Being 5.4%.

Attendance in secdary schools tends to be slightly lower than in primary schools. As with
primary schools, attendance in Monmouthshire secondary schools during 2018/19 was the
highest in Wales, with 5% of kidly sessions missed due to all absences (compared to 6.2% for
Wales}*

An increasing number of Monmouthshire children are eligible for free school meals although not
all parents who are eligible claim for tfiéra.coronavirus outbreak has resulted in a further
increase and as a result, the percentage of comgeemigge children eligible for free school
meals in Monmouthshire 2020/21is 16% and lower than the Welsh average of 28.9%.
Monmouthshire, however, the percentage of children eligible is increasing at a faster rate than
the Welsh average:
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Free School Meal Eligibility
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mmmm Monmouthshire  10.5% 10.9% 11.3% 13.1% 16.6%
—\\/ales 17.8% 17.4% 18.3% 19.9% | 22.9%

Percentage pupils-agedigible for free schaél meals

In considering effective school support for disadvantaged and vulnerable pupils, Estyn defines
vulnerable pupils as those who may be more likely to experience emotional, social and
developmentddarriers to learninfpr example pupils with special educational needs, pupils with
mental health issues and medical needs, and looked after children. Disadvantaged pupils are
considered to be pupils who may have barriers to succeeding in schoolflubtausental
circumstances beyond their control; for example, pupils eligible for free school meals and pupils
from lowincome familie8*The | at est annual report producec
Officer for Children and Young Peohighlights that securing better outcomes for our learners
eligible for free school meals remains an important area of*fohas/Velsh Index of Multiple
Deprivation also highlights that there are different levels of attainment between different
communiteés where pupils are attending the same stHaother assessment of children and

young people with health conditions, disabilities and sensory imp@iinumdsng the

predicted number of children with a disability in G@&enincluded in sectionod the Gwent
Population Needs Assessmmiént.

Studies have shown that time spent NEET (Not in Education, Employment or Training) can
have a detrimental effect on physical and mental health, and increase the likelihood of
unemployment, low wages, or lowiguaf work later on in lif¢? Careers Wales data shows

the percentage of year 11 school leavers who were NEET in 2020 was 1.4% in Monmouthshire
and for year 13 school leavers 3’ 8% compares favourably with the Wales figures of 7.4% of
1618 yeaplds*®

Almost onethird of Monmouthshir&eySage 4 pupils enterbdjhereducation in the

following three years after leaving Year 11 compared to 29.9% fot*Widek of high

quality graduate jobs in South Wales means that the healthy anddlié#draiten leave the

area for better opportunities, |l eading to a
leave, it becomes more difficult for the area to recover and attract the employment opportunities
that people seék
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The coronavus outbreak has particularly affected the labour market status of younthpeople
percentage of claimants age@4.& Wales rose from 4.7% in March 2020, peaking at 9.5% in
July 2020. Monmouthshfdlowedthis trend, although below the Welsh average. By June 2021,

claimant rates were lower than the peak in summer 2020 but still some way-gdnodenpic
levels:

Percentage claimants aged 18}
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Quialifications ofvorkingageadults at both NQF lev&3 and 4in Monmouthshirare both

above the Welsh averagrkingageadults with no qualificatioase3.8% and below the
Welsh average of 7.3%.

The 2% Century Schools
Programme is a lostigrm
investment foschools to develop
as hubs for learning and reduce
buildings in poor condition. i
Monmouthshire has benefitted
from the programme, with new -
secondary schools in Caldicot arf~
Monmouth for example

As described in the Gwent
assessmenhéd coronavirus
pandent has had a disruptive
effect on schools and education.

Monmouth Compreh8chivel

The usual process of awarding Key Stage 4 and 5 results were altered for the academic years
2019/20 and 2020/21, leading to uncertainty for stydeststing in some leaving education or
going on & university without having sat a formal exam at GCSE or A Level. Consequently,

some students may feel less confident and lag behind previous years in terms of their readiness
for the next challenge in their lives.
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The COVID-19 pandemic has had an impacinuattendance at schools across Wales
Monmouthshirdnas beeno exceptioywith attendance rates in 2020/21 being 94.4% at

primary phase and 92.8% at secondary phase which is 1.0pp and 2.2pp respectively below the
latest published Monmouthshire dataaioet in the National data releases in 2018/19.

The COVID-19 pandemic hadfectedhe welbeing of student3helocalauthority ha
allocated funding from Welsh Government to address thisngh@eprogramme of support
developed to commence in Sgrirerm 2022.

The Covid pandemic also contributed towards the rise in learners who were home educated by
their parents. The number of pupils whose parents who have chiatet toHome Educate

has increased from 57 at the start of the pandemic to 93 pupils as of December 2021 (though
Covid is not the sole cause of this increase).

Equipping our children and young people with the skills they will need to enter a rapidly
: changing workplace is vitaamlow skill, routine
What would you like your . . .
. 0 tasks are likely to be automated while emergingssector
community to look like in the o ]
future? such as smart technology, artificial intelligence, and
robotics are likely to grow.

GLYLINROSR OKLIyOS
generations achievely both Respondents to the engagement exercise in
children and adult learning and | Monmouthshire identified education as an important
UNFAYAYy3 FROIYOS part of the future of their community.

More information on future skillsagnsidered in the Gwent wading assessment.

Ageing Well
Contribution Prosperous  Resilient Wales of Vibrant Globally
to well- Wales Wales cohesive culture and responsible
being goals communities thriving Wales
Welsh
Language

Monmout hshireds population aged 65 and over
significantly, those aged 85 and over by 96% hy'2043
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As the age of the population increases, so too does the number of unpaid carers. Social Care

Wales estimates that 12% of the population of Wales are unpaidfoguezthatcould

increase t@6% by 2037. Wales also has the highest proportion of older carers and carers

providing more thehsisb0 hpe——>=F - 2eek
. . : . .| What would make your area a

particularly relevant to Monmouthshire, given its ageir better place?

populationBetter support founpaid carers was identifie '

by some rgpondents to the engagement exercise. WWa2NBE NBALMAGS
T2NJ dzy LJ AR OI NJ
The most common health problems amongst older pebpr

and causes of hospital admission and mqraaétyespiratory amegartdisease, cancer, stroke,

diabetes and fractures. Falls are the most common cause of serious injury in older people and the

most frequent reason for hospital attenddhEélerly fallers account for 10% of all 999 calls to
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the Welsh Ambulance Senttd reluctance to leave home due to a fear of falling ecnoss
strongly in Monmouthshire @Wesanty Counci l

(@)
(7]
w

Monmouthshire has integrated health and social cargwtéhrasmix of skill seta/hich

provide people with the magtpropriate professional when needed. Reablement is a vital

service delivered by the integrated teams over a six weethp&iots to restore people to
independence at home after a fall or other crisis event. Durihg120® n mout hs hi r eds
reablement service delivered 291 periods of reablement, at the endssf&¥otipeoplenad

no requirement for long term services.

Referrals to Adultds Social Services in Monmnm
services arfacing unprecedented pressure as a result of a range ofrfadeoh 2021, 1,813

adults had care and support plans detailing the support required. Duritig 803 ople

began a service in a residential care home and 1,324 adults startdidiy daneicervice,

which may include new additional care hours to existing pré¥igionmouthshire has

specific challenges in adults social care due to rurality and demographics in the county. Demand
has increased significantly during the pandehpeople are often presenting with needs that

are more complesome of this has been attributed to the effect of coronavirus lockdowns, in
particular, some people are now experiencing reduced confidence and physical frailty.
Recruitment ancetention of care staff is also considerable challenge. There is a key challenge of
the fragility of the whole health and social care sector and balancing demand pressures and staff
retention to provide the care required.

Dementia UK estimates that 1 in 14 people over the age of 65 have dementia, and the condition
affects 1 in 6 people over 80. The number of people with dementia is increasing as people are
living longer; it is estimatedithoy 2025, more than 1 million people in the UK will have
dementi&'Wi t h Monmout hshireds ageing population,
dementia in the county in the future.

There were many responses to the aht RSN LIS2 LX Seirdinyhtmes
engagement exercise onithgortance of so there needs to be sufficient services to

and concerns related tioe provision of care support this; health, mental hea!th suppog
and they may need help to continue to be

for older people and ensuring older peoplg 5 yo2t SR Ay (KS 02VYY
can remain involved in their local commun
and supported at home for as long as

possible.

A52YAOAT Al NE &ASNIBAOS
peoplewhowistii 2 a il & A QJAY,

Older people and their contribution to their communiteesféeen undervalueth 2017Age

UK estimated the economic contribution of employment, informal @acinging childcaye

and volunteering by people aged 65 or over amounted to Aa6&P4Hitl 2019 20, Welsh
Government s Nat ieportedhat38% of peeple aged-88 volMatéered. r

It becomes even more important to remain involved and active in gloeoigato stay
healthy and remain independent. Continuing to learn throughout life can improve and maintain
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our mentalveltbeing Daily physical activity is recommended for older azulgngvery low
health and safety risks fbhe majorityIn contrast, th risks of poor health as a result of
inactivity are very highcross Wale§9% of adults participate is@ort or physical activity.
However, this figure drops to 44% of people agdd @nd further to 19% of those aged 75
and over**Further assessmteof activity rates is provided in thétural Weltbeingisection.

The pandemic has undoubtedly affected thdveiath of older adultas shown itheresults of
the ONS survey on the social impact of the coronavirus pandemic on older Breplke in
Britain. Being worried about the futdeeling stressed or anxicasd being bored had most
commonly affectbeidg™ol der adul tsdé well

Integration

It is important to understand the intelationship between environmental, social, economic and
cultural welbeing. Summarised belowlzoe/thed S o c i-la ¢ | shdpals ihtegrate with

other sectiosiof the assessment to set out the relationship between the factors contributing to
wellbeing

Health and Webeing

Good health andreltbeing is a resource for life by increasing an
individual ds ability to achi eve
potential. The environment has an important role in contributing to
peopl eds hbeiagl t h and wel |

educat

oo

Transport and Access to Seegi

Transport whether public or private is an essential for people to acce
jobs, services and activities they need. The environment in Monmout
is impacted upon by transport but also provides opportunities for acti
travel.

Community Safety
Social and economic circumstances can lead to crime, while percepti

crime and safety cbeinginiconmpnanitiés, ntany p e o |
residents in Monmouthshire see /AAdcial behaviour as a priority.

O0OmoO0O
3=

s wel |

0@
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Mental Health

Peopl& Mental Hetth and wetbeing will be impacted upon by economi
social, environmental and cultural factors both as reasons for and tre:
of mental health problems and promofing o pwlelb@ing.

Loneliness and Isolation

An increasingly oldpopulation is the single most significant factor in the
increasing prevalence of rural isolation. Rural areas have a unique set
circumstances that can exacerbate social isolation, such as poor trans
options, which can in turn lead to poor healfis, & independence and lower quality of life.

Housing

Having a secure home isrergquisite to welbeing. Economic and social
circumstances impact on the availability of housing, with Monmouths
house prices are amongst the highest in Walesoilkisls@ffectthe
longterm viability of some communitigfgughhousing developmentsetko be
balanced against environmental ingphat can also deliver environmental benef
through design, quality and green infrastructure.

ChildDevelopment

Children born into secure, loving families are more likely to grow up tc
better educated, more financially secure, and healthier adults and th

more likely to give their own children the same good start in life. The firs
thousanddaysf a chil dés | ife from conce to t
significant impact on their outcomes and those of future generations.

Education

Equipping young people with the skills and education they need for f

employment, to fulfil thepotential and maximise their social and econc

weltbeing.

Ageing Well
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The challenges of the whadling of an ageing population are well
documented and mainly cover economic, social and cultural factors

Howeveyolder people are also a significant asset touhgy, while %
communitybasedssets in the county provide an opportunity to impro @ 0

theweltbeing of older people.
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Environmenal Welbeing

Natural resources, such as air, laater, wildlife, plants and soil, provide our most basic needs,
including food, energy and security. They help to keep us healthy and help people and the
economy to thrivewhileredudng flooding, improing air quality and supjolg materials for
constrution. Natural resources algmvide a home for wildlife, give us iconic landscapes to
enjoy and boost the economy through tourism.

Howevertheyare also under pressure from development, climate change, the need to produce
energyand moreManaging aunatural resources responsibly is essential to ensure our long
term social, economic, environmental and culturddeueadj.

Landscape and Countryside

Contribution ~ Prosperous | Resilient Wales of
to well- Wales Wales cohesive
being goals communities

One of Monmout hshir e sitsigndsapé and natural snviiment.i s un
Monmouthshire is recognised for its rich and diverse landstapasing from the flat open

coastline of the Gwent Levels in the south, to the exposed uplands of the Black Mountains

within the Brecon Beacons NatioRatk in the north and the picturesque river gorge of the

Wye Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty in th&leastenefits of the natural

environment and landscape for health anebeiell) are wetlocumentedor both physical

health and mental health, and this has never been more evident than through the 2020 and 2021
lockdowns?>®Local landscapes can also provide an important link to our sense of national pride,
culture and local identity, and are importanbfoism, recreation and economic actiity.

During the engagement for thelkbeingassessment, when asked what is good about where

people livethe second most cited reason thadandscape, countryside and green spaces

Green infrastructure (Gl) isexm used to refer to high quality natural andrstonial areas,

such as trees, parks, gardens, woodlands, verges amnchicletsgether make a living network

of green spaces, water and other environmental features in both urban and rural areas. In
Monmouthshire, the council uses a green infrastructure approach for delivering biodiversity and
ecosystem resiliensapportingandscape setting and quality of pktdressingealth and

wellbeing, identifying solutions for tackling climate change, supporting activeareaghg

public rights of waynd providing the framework for partnership working.

People enjoy thandscape of Monmouthshire for many rea3tis includesor its
tranquillity and Monmouthshire also has 5 Dark Sky Discovery Sites for astf®nomy
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Landscape and countryside are also
important contributato the

- economy in Monmouthshjre

including through tourism,

agriculture and forestiyhese are

explored more in th@obs and
Employmeria nd oOoLandscape
Her i beatige 0

As well as having an important role

~ to play in health and wbking and

" ecaqomic welbeing, the condition

Walking down the Sugarloaf of our green spaces in

Monmouthshire giwan important

indication of environmental wbiing. Agriculture has a significgtfect on environmental

weltbeing, with the way lamimanagekaving a direct impact on soil and water quality,

biodiversity, habitats and landschpthe future it is likely that there will be significant impacts

on agriculture and land management as a result of subsidy changes that come into place

following Brei.

Monmouthshire has large numbers of sites with local, national, European and international
recognition of their value for wildlife and biodivensigjuding a Ramsar Site, Special Areas of
Conservation, National Nature Reserves and Sites of SpetificSoterestThese are

explored more in the Local Wedling Assessment sectibhe number olfocalSites of

Importance for Nature Conservation has increased significantly from 589 sites in 2016 to 759
sites in 2021 as a result of funding to ssitesyas part of a Resilient Greater Gwent P8ject
However, the quality of the earlier designated sites is not fully known; sites may have been
degraded in quality or lost. A number of key sites are known to have been lost due to changes in
management and development.

In addition to these designations for biodiversity (and getilegy)are also protected
landscapes within Monmouthshiree east athe countys part of the Wye Valley Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty and parthefcouty outside Abergavenfgrm part of the

Brecon Beacons National Park and the Blaenavon World Heritage Site and Clydach Gorge
Landscape of Special Historic IntefBsthe east is the Wye Valley Landscape of Outstanding
Historic Interestand in the soutbf the countythe Gwent Levels is designated as a Landscape
of Outstanding Historic Interest in Wafés.

However, despite these designations, there are still numerous threats to envirorimental well
beingNRW3 s S o Na R R&Es24Be extemtgoshich Wales is achieving the

sustainable management of natural respuiestsatinghat Monmouthshirdike Gwent as a
whole, is noieeting the four loAgrm aims of Sustainable Management of Natural Resources
(further information in the Gwent Wb#ing AssessmefJA wide range of issuthatare
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di fficult to manage or regul ate are contri bu
which affect the delivery of eleogagdthelesm benef
of biodiversity and decline in quality of many species, habitats and designated sites is
continuing®Many local residents said that wildlife and biodiversity was important to them and

they wanted to make sure that it was protected.

In Monmouthshire, some of the threats to the natural environment are contributing to the
specieslecline highlighted in the Gwent State of Nature Réffeot examplenumbers of

lapwing have greatly reduced and the range of the adder has chedlingdsolated

populations more vulnerable and less resiliemats to speciaiclude tree disease, in

particular ash diebaahd larch disease, causing fragmentation of ancient woodland parcels,
pollution and oveabstraction on the Rivers Usk ange¥nd their tributarieand

development pressures reducing habitats and increasing habitat fragmentation, which means that
wildlife cannot easily move from one area to thé®h€kere are many partnerships in

Monmouthshire which are attempting to askiseme of these issues, such as the Wye

Catchment Partnership, the Living Levels Project, the Black Mountains Partneiship and
Monmouthshire and Newport Local Nature Partnershipi t i at i ves such as Ne
and t he Mon mo u tPblisyareexampleB of ivdrk amang to img@rase biodiversity

and protect pollinatot€’,

There is also extensive regional working through the Gwent Green Grid and the Resilient
Greater Gwent partnershidsSTheseegional partnerships offer a key delivery mechanism for
the Gwent PSB and South East Wales Area Stasemdsopport ecosystem managenaad
climate adaptation aseale which is appropriate to the habitat or landscape and exceeds
political boundaries.

Invasive NorNative Species in Monmouthshire are another threat, such as American signal
crayfish, Himalayan balsam and giant hogAgeeekll as being detrimental to native wildlife,
there is a significant financial impBesearch suggests that such species cost Wales £125
million per year from damage to crops, ecosystertigaihdods® There are projects by
Resilient Greater Gwent and the Wye Valley AONB which aim to address Invaslagvgon
Species.

The resiliencef ecosystems means how wnal/can deal with disturbangesher by resisting
them, recovering from them, or adapting to ti&aithough there are some important wildlife
corridors in Monmouthshirsuch as the Rivers Usk and Wye and the Severry &stichr

allow species to migrate if under prestweeountyalso has isolated pockets of habitats, such
as grasslands and ancient andsatmial woodlands that are scattered and poorly connected.
This could result in the loss of certain species to Monmouthshire, with a subsequent loss of
overall biodiversity.

Loss of woodland and tree cover is also an issue of concern in Monmouthshaéedshich
economic, social and environmentalweiig.The countyjhas extensive broadleaved
woodlands in the Wye Valley, small blocks of farm woodland, rural estategs anthsoancial
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forest blocks, resulting in 15.2%hef countypeing wooded (slightly above the Wales average

of 14%)'°As well as the importance of woodlands for biodiversity, they are important for our
local economyhrough tourism and recreation and legipent, for building resilience through

carbon storage, reducing flooding, stabilising soils, andingpealth and webieing by

improving air quality, reducing noise and providing green space for reCreaathfrom tree

disease, particulariyhaBe back and larch disease, a burgeoning deer population, conflicting
recreational pressures and little economic incentive to plant and manage woodlands on farmland
means that some woodlands are now in a poor conaitsonall sizeand are fragmented.

Trees are also an essential component of our urban Green Infrastructure, delivering a range of
services to help sustain life, promotelvedtig, and support economic benefits. They make our
towns more attractive to livedrencouraging inward investment, improving the energy

efficiency of buildingsas well as removing airborne pollutants and connecting people with
nature. They can also mitigate the extremes of climate change, helping to reduce storm water
run-off and the tban heat islantiowever, Monmouthshire has only 15% urban tree cover, less
than the Wales average, with some areas as low 42 $idétares of woodland were lost in
Monmouthshire between 2011 and 2@bileevery towrost tree cover between 2009 and

2013 ¢ounty tree cover has fallen by 1.2% bet@@R13),reducing the many benefits they
bring**Work is underway to increase tree ¢émeexamplegMonmouthshire County Council

has exceeded @smmitment to plant 10,000 trees in three years in its Climate Emergency
Strategy, funding tree planting threusegh the
Shopsandthe extremely ambitious community project Stump Up for Tté&swy i Tree Eco
technology is being used in Severnside and Chepstow to understand more about the benefits that
urban trees bring in order to develop priorities for a tree plaht plan

Perhaps surprisingly, much of rural Monmouthsheendb have easily accessible natural or
seminatural green space or easy access to amenity green spaces such as sptfrpitches.
example e average number of parks, public gardens, or playing fields within a 2000m radius is
2.67, welbelow the Walesverage of 3'#.Less available good quality public green space is
usually associated with economically deprived areaseudf these areas in Monmouthshire
aresome of the least deprivedhe countyso thefigures are mostly due to the &reardity

and the small size of the respective towns/vill&ges.

Thereareover 3,850 hectares of mainly rural commons in Monmouthshire, where there is
usually a right to roam on foot, plus 24 village greens. Excluding the Brecon Beacons National
Park there is also about 150 hectares of land designated as Open Accesshalas&Bs0

access woodland managed by Natural Resource§ Wales

Monmouthshire hagpproximately 265kilometres of public rights of way, including several

longdi st ance paths such as t heThésetigatsofagaes t Pat
important for leisure and recreation, as well as for tourism, active travel and to improve health

and welbeingHowever, 89% of these are footpath onl
ridersMonmout hshireds Countrysi-2080sets obedigesforl mpr ov
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t he count y dewonk,icaumrysgle staels and wiger pablic access, and recognises the
importance of access to quality green spaces for physical and mbetabvetlresidents and
visitors'’® A Regional Access Forum for Gwent is also being established to help improve the
countryside access network regionally and locally.

Air and Water Quality

Contribution  Prosperous More Wales of Vibrant
to well- Wales equal cohesive culture and
being goals Wales communities thriving
Welsh
Language

Air pollution is the biggest environmental threat to health in the UK, with between 28,000 and
36,000 deaths a year attributed to-lermgexposuré’® There are significant health and social
care costs associated with air pollution.

Air quality across Monmouthshire vaAdthough less than some other parts of Gwent, as a
whole pollution is still relatively high given the rural natureeafountyMonmouthshire does

not haveasignificant industrial contribution to air qualitgheair quality irthe countys

almost completely due to transgetated emissions, with high levels of nitrogen dioxide and
particulates from vehicles, which particularly detrimental to hedfthlonmouthshire has

two Air Quality Management Areas, the details of which are given in the arealctzgaers.

due to the impact of the Covid pandemic and lockdowns, air quality in Monmouthshire
improved compad to 2019 at all air quality monitoring locations, and 2020 concentrations were
the lowest to daté The data is not yet available since lockdowns were eased, but anecdotal
evidence suggsettat this air quality improvement was only temporary and that emissions have
likely returned to pr€ovid levels.
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Complaints about cars idling their engines,

ﬁ N (7 'N E/S particularly outside schools, has led to aidéing
=3 } ™ /. campaign being run in 2020/24dth chitiren
& 0 p"‘ designing posters to be made into road signs.
: “'/‘/ § Rivers and water form some of the most attractive
w & \\ features of the Monmouthshire landscape. They are
>’ seen as popular routes for walking and cycling such
i : & as the Usk Valley and Clydach Gorge and are visitor
' VR 2 destinations such as the Wye Gorge, Llandegfedd
‘ Reservoir and the Monmouthshire and Brecon
Canal. The river valleys have high ecological value
™ 2 as well as being the foci of historical settlements.
K DI » ul l \ k However, pressure from developmiecreases in
o K a p J ' recreationlause, changes in agricultural practice and
' A A J climate change contirate affectthese attractive
(t it ( J (, { Q landscape®

One of the winningdlimiy poster desigi

Water quality varies acrtss countyWaterways assessed under the EU Afaterework

Directive as bad, poor or moderate are deemed as failing the standards and need to be improved

to at least good by 20dhey are assessed on a combination of ecological and chemical
monitoring.The NRW mapbelowshows thewater quality of each waterway in Monmouthshire
with furtherdetails given in each of the 5 local area assesSeaeatal ater bodies in
Monmouthshire face a range of diffuse rural, industrial and sewage pollution.

Water pollution from rural sourceartcularly phosphates, nitrates and sediment, is identified
by NRW as a significant threat to wildlife and plants withitounty. NRW fsbrought in
detailed planning guidance to ensure that
the Rives Wye and Usk Special Areas of Conserv&fidonmouthshire has 3 designated

Nitrate Vulnerable Zones (NVZs) where groundwater has, or is at risk lefydigybf

nitrates® The main area &oundRaglan, and there is also a small area of Trellech and a small
section that crosses the border near Monmidigh.levels of nitrates are linked to agricultural
practices, such as a change in agriculture away from extensive livestock farming to more
intersive arable farming, horticulture and poultry production.
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Water quality in Monmouthshire (Sourég: NRW)

As a result of the pollution threat to water supplies, Monmouthshire has a total of 19

Groundwater Source Protection Zones (SPZ) which seek td pratexground aquifetisat

are an important source of drinking water such as wells, boreholes and springs, in areas where

the risk of contamination of ground water is I8§Zs aim to ensure that pollution by waste

water or sewage, slupye st i ci de, herbicides, ol or other

Many partnershipgork together to balance demands omitlees and catchmenbgutrient
Management Boards are an important mechanism to reduce the effects of nutrients on
catchments suds the Wye Nutrient Management Baatihe River UsKNutrient

Management Bognathichis now being set dfj Although both the Rivers Usk and Wye are
protected as Special Areas of Conservation because of their watdyajnality now failing to
meetwater quality standar@&Due to concerns raised thy evidence of algal blooms in the

River Wye in 2020, NRW reviewed three years of data and in January 2021 published evidence
showing that 88% of the River Usk catchment and 67% of the River Wye catchment failed to
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meet the required phosphate target. Euttapbn, which is the increase of nutrientisen

water, can result in changes to vegetation, increased algae and less oxygen, making the water
unsuitable for fish and other animals, or recreation. NRW have suggested that the high
phosphate levels resntim a range of issues includihgrelease of sewage and overgrazing,
although many of the public campaigns blame the water quality iisepsotiferation of

poultry farms®*The recent UK Government decision around tightening restrictions on water
companies releasing sewage into watercourses has
brought the issue even more into the pelyks with

G/t SIHYSNI NAGSNE | strong public reactidf.As we face more extreme
rejection of polluting developments| \eather as a result of climate change, and additional
dzLJa d NB I Y€ housebuildingpracticesisng the same sewerage

a! NAGSNI 2e&8 (KI| network, the likelihood of sewage pollution in the

dzy L2 t f dzii SR¢ future increases.

What would make your area better?

G wA @ee Ndin pdllution with locall Mo nmout hshireds water supply
residents empowered to monltgr sources, including surface water reservoirs, such as the

and report on the state of the rivers L ,
Ay GKSANI F NBIF ¢ Talybont on Usk reservo_lr, rl\ahstractlons_from the

Wye and the Usk and private water supplies such as
boreholes, wells and sprig® % of Wal es® water supply comes
which are vulnerable to drought and low rainfall, conditions which are predicted to become

more frequent with climate chafyés a rural county, Monmouthshire has around 1000

properties with private water suppfiées.

Climate Change

Contribution  Prosperous | Resilient More Wales of Vibrant

to well- Wales Wales equal cohesive culture and

being goals Wales communities thriving
Welsh

Language

Whencontemplatinglimate change, it is important to consider both how Monmouthshire is
contributing to climate changadhow resilienthe countysto its likelyeffects.Climate
changeisaglobalissd® n mout hshireds emissions ®&dntri but
stay within our boundari¢$ow the countyworks to reduce carbon emissions is a significant

part of our contribution to being globally responsible.

In 2019, carbon dioxigenissiongtheprincipalmarrmade contributor to climate change) per
Monmouthshie resident were 6.6 tonfi€3his figure has gone down steadily each year since
2010, probably due to the increasing share of energy being generated by réfteemables.
carbon figures are examined more closely, it is clear that emissions from wartspibw d

rural nature athe countyand the poor public transport provision are the reason for the high
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overall emission¥.This is also reflected in Monmouthshire having the largest carbon footprint
in Gwent'®

SOURCE OF MONMOUTHSHIRE CO2
EMISSIONS

Agriculture  ipar
6%

Industrial
13%

Transport
51%

Domestic
23%

UK local authority dieaassions, National Statistics

Emissions from the domestic sector are also higher than neighbouring atthiriises.

probably becausa comparisooMonmouthshire has more houses that are older and with solid
walls, so are harder to insulate, andibedhe rural nature thfe countymeans that many

properties rely on oil for their heating, rather than mainghgmalso contributes to people

living in rural areas finding themselves in fuel pgvesrtg e 6 Hou 8% ngd secti on)

Steps are being taken to reduce emissions through the rollout of renewable energy technologies
acrosshe countyBy the end of 2019, there wefb3 renewable energy installations in
Monmouthshire, the vast majority of which were
photovoltaic soldf’ The installed renewable energy | 6 C2 Odza 2y NBRdzOA
capacity in Monmouthshire was 85.3 MW and the | €xacerbate global warming, suppor
amountgenerated was 105,288MWh, up from 61,20 to insulate homes, mtroqluce solar

] ] panels, solar water heatingon
2015However, the UK Government reductionsin | x o x s A f Fd8f K& §
Feedin Tariffs means that these figures have not
increased as rapidly in recent years, although aned . \ .

i i i i climate change is very important.
evidence from local solar installers is that business What kind of world are we passing
booming as more people are working fromhome aj 2 v 2 &2dzy3SNI 3§
result of Covidand want to make the most of daytime
electricity generatioDuring our engagement with residents, there was strong recognition of the
importance of using renewable energy to help rednateathang€&uture energy security in
the UK is a significant concern since by, Z080% of t h e U Kdngotemtially wi | | C
unstable countrieand 80% of fuels will come from overgess increasing the uptake of
renewables is extremely impdrthaaoth to reduce our carbon emissions and for energy
security®®

GL GKAY1l OSNEB |4

51



Although walking and cycling tourism in Monmouthshire is high, limited access tecafe, off

cycle routes for families and-tlagay commuting is likely to contribute to our carbon

emissionsThis, combined with poor public transport provision, contshute

Monmout hshireds hi gh sear BWar achisxirdeé emicd diomn
Active Travehnd measures being taken to increase walking and cycling

There isnuch third sector activity on climate change being carried out by Transition Towns and
many other Monmouthshire groups to reduce carbon emissions and build local resilience to
climate chang@ne of Monmout hshireds grvelanteerisgtandas s et s
active third sector involvement, as described @utharl Weltbeingsectionwhichincludes
environmental and sustainability grotlipere has been a significant increase in public

awareness of climate change in the last fewrgéacsed in the increasing number of

campaigns and campaigning groups such as Extinction Rebellion Abergavenny, and the School
Strikes for Climafé®

Youth 4 Climate Abergavenny strike (source: Youth 4 Climate Abergavenny)

Public pressure from these groups was one of the fadtmsmouthshire County Council

declaring a Climate Emergency in May, 28lddving presentations tiee @uncil from

community groups and young people. A Climate Emergency Strategy and Actere Plan

published in October 2019, the latest progress report was June 2021, and a refreshed Action Plan
was agreed in November 2821.

The 2021'3UK Climate Change Risk Assessment for \@atiespates hotter, drier summers,
warmer, wetter winters amibre extreme weather evéfitShe risks associated with these

future changes in weather patterns are significant and inchateaseiin flooding rigkeat

related death or illness, health impacts, risk to ecosystems, food and timber produgt®n, press
on water supply and so $h.

The potential for an increasdlaoding will be a particular issue of concern in Monmouthshire.
The impacts of flooding are being insirggly felt across the courtythe winter of 2019/20

alone, a total afpproximately80 residential properties and 50 commercial properties are
known to have been flooded acthescounty® This flooding happened Bkenfrith,

Monmouth, Usk, Llanbadoc, Abergavenny, Caldicot, Llanvihangel Gobion, Llanwenarth and

52



Tintern, vith some of these properties (in Skenfrith and Monmouth) flooding twice in less than
six monthsFlooding has significagffects on physical and mental health, insurance, economy
and infrastructure.

Theextent of flooding in Usk in February 2020

The following map from Natural Resources Walessshatsk and Monmouthrethe

communities most at risk of river flooding, but Abergavenny, Chepstow and Caldicot are also at
risk.Parts of Tintern also floadgularly at high spring tides. Thedfeets are explored in more

detail in the Local Area Assessments.

Legend

E Unitary Authorities

Flood Zone 3

Flood Zone 2
Communities at risk from fluvial flooding
MAX_SCORE

0

1-10

11-100

101 - 1000 © Crown Copyright and database right 2016.
1001 - 10000 0 5 10 20 Kilometres Ordnance Survey licence number 100019741, .

B

© Hawifraint a hawliau cronfa ddata’r Goron 2016.
L 1 1 1 | 1 1 1 | Rhif Trwydded yr Arolwg Ordnans 100019741,
* Score is a relative risk score and not the number of properties at risk of flooding.
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These figures dondt take sur theriskeffleodingesr f |
actualjhigherMo n mo ut h s hi r MabdagemEnt Rlam dataRstimaktes that
approximately,344 people and 292 properties are at high (1 in 80oyeaedium (1 in 100

yeas) risk of flooding from surface water, clustered mainly around Caldicot, ibut also
Abergavenny, Monmouth and Chepstéw.

National Flood Risk Data from 2021 (as yet unpublished) shows the following number of
properties at present day risk of flooding in Monmouthshire:

Tidal Fluvial (River) Surface water

Low | Medium| High | Low | Medium| High | Low | Medium| High

Residential| 435 671 167 | 1754 | 252 80 | 1347| 162 168

Non -

) ) 54 163 15 474 58 25 154 32 31
Residential

Sourchtational Flood Risk Data (as yet ungbblished)

Although surface water flooding is likely to remain an issue, especially with more rainfall and
extreme weather, legiglathas been introduced in recent years that aims to redextei¢o
whichfuture developmentgorsersurface water floodingl new development given planning
consent after January 2019 requires sustainable drainage systems (SuDS)yaiestofaee
approved before construction work begfis.
additionanew planning polidyitially due to be G¢KS gk GSN aead§
introduced in December 2Q2iLit now deferred to | Not made or built to cope with
June 2023gcognises the varying degreéseniver | cimate change and such heavy
. . rainfall that we now see. We must

and coastal flood risk, now and in the future, and .

) _ - ] work to adapt and extend services
require planning authorities to preveskt exposure | ¢.ch as these to avoid further
when considering the location of new FE22RAY3 YR RIY

developments!

As well as the impact on homés, effects ofioodingon business can be signifigamtd
damaged infrastructure can cause huge disruption to business and comritfigitisigech

as theseequire significant funding to mitigate and rdpairexample, Monmouthshire County
Council received almost £1.7 million from Welsh Governm2@2@?21 for repairs to bridges,
culverts, landslips, footpaths and footbritlggtsvere damaged in Storm Dennis.

Waste and Recycling

Contribution  Prosperous  Resilient Healthier More Wales of Vibrant
to well- Wales Wales Wales equal cohesive culture and
being goals Wales communities thriving
Welsh
Language
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Monmouthshire is fortunate to have a great deal of goodwill from thequdnidsrecycling,
which has resulted in our good recycling rates.

In 2016 changes to wood waste reporting across Wales were introduced and combined with a
reduction in funding for national and local recycling campaigns, recycling figures in
Monmouthshirgalong with many authoritjésll back slightlHoweverby 2020/21 this figure

was back up to 68.48bmunicipal waste in Monmouthshiengsent for reuse, recycling or
composting, higher than the Welsh average over this?fariosls due to &rbside recycling

rates increasywhen the Household Waste Recycling Centres shut during the Covid lockdown,
whenthe first quarter of 2020/21 saw the highest recycling rate ever in MCCwitf7 4%

record numbers of residents using kerbsigelireg collectior’s®

Percentage of Waste
Reused/Recycled/Composted

2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21

80
70
6
5
4
3
2
1

O O O O O O O

m Wales m Monmouthshire

% of waste reused/recycled/composted (Source: StatsWales)

Theoverall amount of municipal waste colleetesdecreasesteadilyeach yedrom 2016/16,

with a significant drop to 40,082nes in 220/21.#°It is likely that this reflects the better
participation in the kerbside recycling scheme during lockdown, and also perhaps lower levels of
consumption and waste during presiod.
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Flytipping incidents in Monmouthshire decreased stgzadityryearfrom 846 incidents in
2006/07 to 303 incidents in 2015/16, and then stayed low for a few years, but seem to have

increased in 2019/20 to 5#2There is dissatisfaction about levels of littieicountyln

2018/19 only 60% of those surveyed in Monthshire were satisfied with the levels of litter,
although this is higher than the Welsh average ét346wever, despite this, actual levels of
street cleanliness are high, with 97.28tsexéts inspected in 2018/19 considered to be of a high

or accepta | e

perceptions'®

standard of cl eanl i

ness

b

SO

satisfac

In response to high levels of littering across Wales, Welsh Government has invested in Caru

Cymry which is working with each local authority on campaigns to redu€éliitter.

Monmouthshirgthis has included establishing litter champions, setting up litter picking hubs
and increasing signage in locations like laybys, car parks and picnicediites haghworofile

local campaigri¥ Monmouthshire observed increasing levels of pisteticularly as lockdown
eased and more people were congregating and meeting outdoors to socialise.
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Public awareness of thigect of singleuse plastics has increased enormously in receninyears.
Monmouthshirgthis has resulted in the subsequent burgeoning of-fsestimwn initiatives in

the countyand in 201,8Vonmouthshire County Council urmanusly agreed to work towards
becoming Plastic Free Monmouthsh/ork to reduce singlese plastic has included moving
from school milk in plastic bottles to delivery from a local dairy in glass bottles, a move from
disposable recycling bags to reagadll/propylene sacksid a ban on disposable cups in
council offices.

There has been a noticeable move towards an
increased emphasis oruse and repaknown as the o
circular econompoth at a local and national level.| @ 2 N5 SYLKEF aia 2
Thecouncil has helpedd facilitate the establishment SYO2dNI 3SYSyu uz
of community Repair Cafes in Abergavenny and Mdhirand the availability of Welsh
Government Circular Economy funding has resulted in the establishmenisd# &heps at
Household Waste Recycling Centres, 4 Benthyg Library of @hthgspported other
initiatives such as setting up communitgésdo take waste food and further repair ¢afes.
addition toclear environmental weking benefits by reducing waste and consumption, there
are significant social and economichegtlg benefits as local communities work together, share
skills and see money.

What would make the area better?

Llanfoist Rese Shop opened in 2019

Integration

It is important to understand the intelationship between environmental, social, economic and
culturalwelb ei ng. Summar i s &avirobhneehtaNeltbaeri en ghbo v& etcht @ odn s
integrate with other sections of the assessment to set out the relationship between the factors
contributing to welbeing.
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Landscape and countryside

One of Monmout hshir e sitsgndsape and
natural environment, which is an integral eleméme gbunt§ s e c «
through agriculture, forestry and touriShe count§ s gr e en
network promotes health and ving, is critical to resilienaad
sustains multiple social, economic, environmental and cultural bene

Air and Water Quality

Natural resources, such as air, land, water, wildlife, plants and soil,
our most basic needs, including food, energy and security. They ke
healthy and help people and the economy to thrive. The local econc
transport use allffectair am water quality, which caffectp e o p | e

health and environmental weing.

Climate Change

It is important to consider both how Monmouthshire is contributing t
climate changandhow resilienthe countys to the likelgffeds of
climate cangeA huge range of social, economic, environmental and
cultural factoraffect,and areffected byclimate change.

Waste and Recycling

Economic, social, environmental and cultural factors all have an imj
how much waste goduced within Monmouthshire and on how muct
recycledThey alsaffectthe cleanliness tife countyMany third sector
groups argvorking in the environment and sustainabilitysfiefaich
include many volunteers.
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Cultual Wellbeing

The Wellbeingf Future Generatiomsct considers improving cultural weing aimed at
achieving th& wellbeing goalsThe broad areas of wb#ing related to culture that contribute
to their achievement in Monmouthshiregtseen considedan the assessment, along with
strong connections and interactions between cultur@kingjland social, economic and
environmental welleing.

WelshLanguage
Contribution Prosperous  Resilient Healthier Wales of Globally
to well- Wales Wales Wales cohesive responsible
being goals communities Wales

In 2017, Welsh Government set out its ambition to achieve 1 million Welsh speakers by 2050 in
the Cymraeg 2050 Stratddye strateggets challenging targets for both the long and short

term these include increasing the proportion of learners in-vedistim education and

increasing the number of teachers able to teach through the medium of Welsh.

Gi ven Monmout hs hSoutkEdsscormepof \dales, asrwelliamits shhred border
with England, there is a general perception that Welsh language usevglosy, th011
Census showed that Monmouthshire was one afamlgcal authorities in Wales to see a rise
in Welsh language speakaer the previous decadi®m 9.7% to 9.9%'A likely factor in

this risasthe growth of théwo Welshmedium primary schools, based at either ethé of

county Ysgol Gymraeg y FerniniAbergavenny, and Ysgol Y Ffin in Caldicot.

However, rmre recent data from the National Survey for Wales has shown a decline in Welsh
language us€he percentage of those who understand spoken Welsh in Monmouthshire was
8% in2019/20, having been 11%018/19) and 15%2017/18) in previous releas&€ hese
fluctuations should be interpreted with caubased on the sample size of the survey. The
survey also shows a decline for Wal2@L.9/20, reporting 22%aving been 29% the

previous 3 releasd@$eforthcomingCensus 2021 data will provide a more comprehensive
picture of the Welsh language skills witi@rcounty

The demand for Welshedium education in the northtbé& countyhas seen proposals being

consulted oywith regards to relocating the primary school to a bigg&hsif@oposals are

referenced ithecountg§ s WESP ( Wel sh i n | &pglantha seekotorevietvr at e ¢
and implement measures to increaséetrel of Welsh throughout the education sector in
Monmouthshire.
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Preschool groups such as Cylch Ti a Fi provide children and their parents an opportunity to
meet once a week in an informal Welsh enviropprewision in Monmouthshire is scattered
acrosthe countywith groups in Abergavenny, Caldicot and Monmdh#re is a Meithrin
playgroup also located in Abergavenny that provides daily sessional care and education for
children aged 2 to Bhe availability of such groups is a positive sign fprakence of the

Welsh language in Monmouthshire and sfteianguage to thrive at an early age.

However, here is currently no-oounty Welsh medium provisiortta secondary school level.
Pupils travel to Ysgol Gyfun Gwynllyw in Pontypool &istgol Gyfun Gwent Is Coed in
Newportd this lack of local provision is a barrier for some parents in sending their children to
Welshmedium schools.

Welsh language community groups exist in each of theTibeyrtsold regular meetings for
various activiés such as coffee mornings and reading grangsallow Welsh speakansl
learners an opportunity to socialise through the medium of dtakshgroups with
regional/national footprints are also active within Monmouthshale athe Urdd and Menter
laith BGTM whichwork with schools and within communities to promote the use of the
languageActive Welsh language groapsalso located in neighbouring authoriseaye easily
accessible to Monmouthshire residents, many of whom take this oporusgtearn or
develop their skill§here is an increasimgerest in the languags evidenced by the growing
popularity of Welsh for Adult education provisiweedthere is a recognised shortage of
Welshspeaking tutors to meéte currentdemand.

The engagement responses contained mixed views on the
language, with some wishing to have more opportunities to
use the language onagrtb-day basjsshereas others
believed there should be less emphagis on

Faith and Religion

Contribution  Prosperous  Resilient Wales of
to well- Wales Wales cohesive
being goals communities

The data from Census 2011 remains the most comprehensive data source for faith and religion.
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Religion in Monmouthshire
These figureshowthat62.5% of

Monmouthshireesidents are Christjan
close to 5 percentageints higher than
Walesverall The other major religions

w Christian
= Buddhist

m Hindu

= Jewish were represented by figures of less than a
= Muslim percentage, as showrthagraph.
= Sikh

Other Religion Monmouthshire has a Buddhist Centre

No Religion located in Raglabutthe nearest Mosque is

Religion Not Stated

located in either Blaenau Gwent or

Newport and many of the nearest houses

of worship for other religions are in Cardiff or Brigtd2021, a community venwas

identified to establish a mud#tith cultural centre in Abergavermigh plans to pilot Friday

prayer sessions for the Mudiaith. A few comments from the engagement responses noted the
lack of local halal shops, as well as the distance needed to travel to tMoregaesst

Census figures from 2011 shbat98% ofMo n mout hshi reds popul ation
There are only small numbers of black and other minority ethnic residents in Monmouthshire
with Asian being the largest group, at 1% of the population (900 persons).

Many people in Monmouthshire have@nst sense of belonging to their local &ne2018/19

the National Survey for Wales showed there has been an increase in many of the indicators in
the community cohesion sectidhe graphics below show how Monmouthshire compares to

the rest of Wales the Future Generations Indicators that make up part of the section.

Satisfaction witthelocal areaMonmouthshire
2016/17 2018/19 Rank in Wales

90.8% 91.8% 4/22

Have a sense of communitonmouthshire
2016/17 2018/19 Rank in Wales

53.4% 61.3% 3/22

Landscape and Heritage

Contribution  Prosperous More Wales of
to well- Wales equal cohesive
being goals Wales communities
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Monmouthshire has a distinctive identity arising from its location in the borderlands between
England and South Walaad geography of historic market towns and villages and their
relationship with the surrounding rural atlemsdscape and environmamtassessed in detail

in thed mvironmenal Wellbeingsection of this report.

The varied landscapetbé countyof Monmouthshire is the product of natural and human

influences over thousands of yetng following map showise key landscape assets in
Monmouthshiré®Many features and areas of historical and cultural value in Monmouthshire

are recognised as imjamt heritage assgatgluding conservation areas designated for their

special historic or architectural interest, registered Historic Parks and Gardens, scheduled ancient
monuments and Listed BuildingBese include iconic bihiritage s#s such agintern

Abbey industrial heritage sites IBl@aenavon World Heritage Site (partially in Monmouthshire)

and Clydach Ironworkanda significammumber of castles and churches.

Key landscape assets in Monmouthsh
Monmouthshire County

Boundary
Brecon Beacons National Park
WyeValley Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty
Blaenavon Industrial
Landscape World Heritage Site

2 Registered Landscapes of
Historic Interest
1. Clydach Gorge
2. Blaenavon
3. Wye Valley
4. Gwent Levels

‘Ao : Registered Historic Parks and
Gardens

Main Watercarses

The draw of such iconic and historical assets in Monmouthshire is demonstetegultts of
the 2019 Visitor Survey, which showed that 41% of people had toenectantyto visit
historical and religious sites or attractibiswas slightly more likely to be a factor in visiting
Monmouthshire than visiting Wales as a whelé){® Tintern Abbey (37%) and Chepstow
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Castle (36%) were the most likely sites to be vidiedhort and lontgrmeffects on tourism
in the countyas a result of the pandemit need tde monitored

Landscape and Countryside wasdicendnost popular theme mentioned when asked what is
special about wherespondentBve. Across all &f the local
areasmany references were made to the beauty of the
landscape and the ability to access green spaces.

It is important to promote and protect this landscape for
future generations, not only for its importance to

Monmout hshir e srechgeised doraripwtiono ut f or i ts
to the economy, environment and health anebesald) in
Monmouthshireas identified elsewhere in this assessment

Community and Social Action

Contribution  Prosperous  Resilient More Wales of Vibrant Globally
to well- Wales Wales equal cohesive culture and responsible
being goals Wales communities thriving Wales
Welsh
Language

Monmouthshire has a long and healthy history of volunteering and local social action. People
choose to volunteer for a varietyedsons, including the chance to give something back to the
community or make a difference to the people aroundgh®ride an opportunity to develop

new skillsor build on existing experience and knowRétiyational Survey for Wales data in
2019/20 revealed that 32.3% of people in Monmouthshire volunteered, théisgpestd

figurein Wales#Volunteering has been shown to have a positest on social networks and
inclusion within communitiedonmouhshire, A County That Ser®@sCTS) volunteering
programme is helping to highlight and support volunteering opportunities availatifeewithin
county It recognisethatthe social capital in Monmouthshire can be further devétoped

support welbeing?®
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% of People who Volunteer
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The COVID-19 pandemic has seen a tremendous respibmtiee mobilisation of volunteering

and community groups. These efforts have been integral in supporting those most in need in our
communities during the pandemic. In July,28@0onmouthshire PSB agreed to formally

adopt the plaebased partnership wargimodel of Community Support Networks aditwess

countyas a mechanism that would aim to deliver the aspirations ofthewelh g pl an, o0t
sustainabl e and,pldngdoinmueaities and activentilizens titroess ity
attheheatofwh at oO6we dod t hr ou ddsed nubagencpsyuppart r el at i o
structure.

Cultural Attractions

Contribution  Prosperous  Resilient Wales of Globally
to well- Wales Wales cohesive responsible
being goals communities Wales

Monmouthshire offers a wide range of arts and cultural attractions, including museums, theatres,
and librariesThe countyhosts many lorgstablished, as well as new and expardagsand

festivals, including agricultural shows, festivals, music festivals and cycling races. There is
increasing research showing an association between engagement with sport and culture and an
i ndi vi dual 8beingamedsjresl asthappifsswe | |

There is limited data to fully assess the situgitarts and events atietirsubsequent link to
wellbeing in Monmouthshire. Arts bring meaning, authenticity, and enjoyment to our everyday
life. They create and sustain jobs, enrich education services, bring people together and improve
quality of life

The Arts Council for Wales idéiesthe rolesthat thearts play in contributirtg thewelkbeing
goals These includacontribution to jobs, wealth and tourism through the cultural 8dotor
exampleBorough Theatre in Abergavenny, which is being redeveloped, and the Wye Valley
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River Festival equipping young people with skills of creative imagination and entrepreneurial
vision, benefits to emotional health and welljamulgsuppomga thriving Wish language.

In 2019/20, 75% of Monmouthshire residents said they have been to an arts event in the last 12
months, the '8highest percentage in WateA similar percentage (76%) of people said that

they had attended or participated in arts, cultineriteige activities at least 3 times a year,

higher than the Wales figure of 71%.

Museumsnd heritage attractiopigy an important part in preserving the history of
Monmouthshire for communities and visitors, providing individuals with a gg@ase of
through the history and heritage of collecamsheritage assetrengthengcommunity
linksbyinvolving local groups in projects and continigutd the local econom§ollections

and the stories they tell are also important fobeiall, br examplgoy supporting those living
with dementia and their car@f€ouncitrun museumand heritage attractioae bcated in
Abergavenny, Chepstow, Caldicot, TirmechMonmouth

The Covidl9 pandemic has had a profoeffdct oncultureandthearts, with initial lockdowns
preventing attractions from opening and people gatHeoome streams were paused for a

long time, and once reopened, it is likely a hesitancy to return alongside increasing operating and
staff costs to adapt to new galides will continue taffect the businessé®o evolve, many

museums and historical/cultural attractions are actively increasing their level of digital content
and reaching new audiences as a result.

Tourism is vital to Mo atesonoométs supporeadile rangeooh o my
businesses that benefit from spending by viditeedocation othe countypresents key

opportunities as a gateway to Wale$ering the chance to make a great first impression,

especially now that Severn Bridge tolls have been reftmreds significant evidence that the
development of cultural attractions also has coaisieleconomic development potential,

beyond direct tourism, leading the regeneration and increased footfall in towns, and added
vitality for town centresvhich is one of the reasonsforetbeu nci | 6 s I nvest ment
Abergavenny LibragndBorough Theatrglans for She Hall Museum Monmouth aretent

funding bid$*’

According tohie 2019 visitor survaygsitors to Monmouthshire are more likely to be on a day
trip than visitors to Wales as a whole (at 86ftpared to 89% across Wales). The average
number of nights staying in Monmouthshire is the same as the Waldésfigtatang to the

survey, visitors to Monmouthshire were most likely to have come to the area to visit historical
and religious sites dtractions (41%).

Libraries play a key role mowding information, promoting knowledge and developing skills

for people of all ages and all walks ofTiHiere arsixcommunity hubs in Monmouthshire, that

also include library servigaf$ering both physical and digital services tdsalhemes such as
Reading Well provide books that are recommended by health experts and provide information
and advice on dementia and mental health. 2018/19 statistics show that the libraries saw over
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400,000 visitors across the 6 sites and home délivheyCovidl9 pandemic has seen a
greater emphasis in library services on the digital offer g\zailalel as remote services.

Sport and Leisure

Contribution Prosperous  Resilient More Wales d Globally
to well- Wales Wales equal cohesive responsible
being goals Wales communities Wales

There is considerable evidetia@supports the health and weing benefits of healthy and
active lifestyles for both adults and chil&ffésuidance from the Chief Medical Officer (CMO)
recommendthat alults should aim to be active d&fj\n active lifestyle is important in
reducindevels of obesity and other chronic conditassliscussed in tii¢ealth and Well
beingsectionKey findings from research by The Department for Culture Media and Sport
showedhatarts engagement, frequent library use and sport parti@tabtassociated with
higher welbeing?*

Monmouthshire is a county with a range of Green infrastructure, including open space areas,
cycle paths and walking routes as well as a range of indoor and outdoor activities, sports clubs,
societies, and community facilidesosghe countyThere are Isure centres in Abergavenny,
Monmouth, Caldicot and Chepstow which play a pivotal role in the promotion of physical
activity, welbeing, and mental health. All leisure centres have swimming pools, fithess provision
and outdoor playing pitches.

The htest data from the National Survey for Wales in 2019/20tblav86% of adults in
Monmouthshire reported participating in sporting activities three or more times a week, which is
amongst the highest levels of participation repori¥dles.

% Participating in sporting activities 3 or more times a week
2019/20

0 36.3
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In 2017, Sport Wales research showed that 31% of respondents in Kisnrnecad a sports
club membership, the highest across all local authorities iffAlagedata showed that males
were more likely to have a membership (a Wales high 37%) than w&mahifi2i/ales).

The Department of Health recommends that all children and young peopld,Sageat$ old,
should engage in moderate to vigenstensity physical activity for at least 60 minutes

and up to several houevery daj?*The SchooSport Survey, undertaken by Sport Wales most
recently in 2018as captured a detailed picturthefrequency of participatioim

Monmouthshire, 45% of pupils across Years 3 to 11 took part in organized sport activity other
than in curriculum tim@.e. extracurricular or club sport) on three or more occasions per week,
while 25.7% take part in no frequent act@ibynpaedto 2015, the number participating 3 or

more times a week has dropped from 48.8%, whereawliodake part in no frequenttiaty
havedropped from 27.3%

% Children participating in at least 3 occasions of activity per w2@k8
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Understanding the makeup of participation in different settings ctmidhepify the different
access, provision and opportunttegchildren and young people have to participate in sport.

In Monmouthshire, padipation in extracurricular sport is lower than the Wales average
(Monmouthshire 47%, Wales 49.9%), whereas participation in community sport outside school
is higher (Monmouthshire 67.5%, Wale965.1

There are also targeted schemes to encourage exercise for healti oeasounthshire

National Exercise Referral Scheme is more than ten years old and has received more than 10,000
direct referrals from health practitiorfersaa range ofpecific chrowicondition pathways,

obesity, cancer, chronic obstructive disorder, and mental health.

Participation in sporting activity has keféacted hrougltoutthe COVID-19 pandemic. Less
participation in physical activity may have ldegarimpacts on healthcaweltbeing. A

survey conducted in Wales thrauglthe pandemic showed that 47% of respondentbdelt

their physical fithess has declined over the past 12 months, and 40% reported weigHt increase.
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Severatomments from the engagement questionnaire
referenced the desire for leetiisure facilities. Being able to
access local clubs, gym facilities or swimming pools were some
of the examples given.

The latest Play Suféacy Assessment (PSA)tfae county

completed by theouncil in March 2019, took into account a

range okxisting evidencas well as a child questionnaire

which highlighted the barriers to greater plelpyding

opportunities for play, time for play (including competing
demands on childrendés time) and athd20Qudes t o
PSAYear 5 pupils frothe count§y s s c h o ol s;2/3wé pugls confirmedeaitheid

school participated in the Daily Mile, with 84% of pupils believing it helps to contribute to a

healthy lifestyl®/hen asked if they preferred to pheg playground or green spaces, 70%

preferred green space. Some of the key actions arising from the assessment for action in 2019 are
space for play, supervised provision, providing for diverse needs, policy integration and
community engagement.

There is aange of provision for young people fror2%Iin Monmouthshire through the
counci | 0s.Thisincludes ysuth clwbs, goath centres, school holiday events and
activities, Duke of Edinbugh Award and other types of support, an@émentghctivities for
young people such as uniformed groups and the voluntary®*sector.

In a rural county like Monmouthshgiecess to leisure and cultural services is important. The
Wales Index of MultipBeprivation (2019) showulsatthe average public transport travel time
to a sports facility is 88 minyt@sdapublic library is 53 minut&&For private transpqrtrave
time is 14 minutes for a sports facility and 13 minutes for libraries. For sqinae\eldanes

will be significantly longer and much higher than the average acrosse/éaé=sprofiles
provide an assessment of more local issues in Monmouthshire.

Integration

It is important to understand the intelationship between environmental, social, economic and
culturalwelbei ng. Summari sed beltbawmgadr e elcdw otnfse |1 d u
other sections of the assessment to set out the relationship between the factors contributing to
wellbeing.
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Welsh Language
The promotion and protection of the Welsh langaisgeportant for the

social, economic and culturalibeing of Welsh language speakers at
learnerdlt is also important for tourism as part of the cultural experie

for visitors.

Faith and Religion
There is a strong sense of communityt apiMonmouthshire, which is &

i mportant f ac-bemg. Faithnandoedigiop playy &ns w
important role in webeing, and people benefit from feeling a sense (
belonging.

Landscape and Heritage
One of Monmout hshir e sitskgndsape and

natural environment. The landscape and natural and built heritage ¢

Monmouthshire is an important partleé quality of life and an integral

element of social, economic, environmental and culturbéwglin

Monmouthshire.

Community and Social Action
Monmouthshire has a high level of social capital and rates of volunt

This high level of commiiy action makes an invaluable contribution f

social, economic, environmental and culturabeiall inthe county

Cultural Attractions
There is increasing evidence showing the association between cultl

an indivi du abeidagsmeasurddjashappinegse Culkuell

attractions in Monmouthshiagfectsocial, economic, environmental ar

cultural welbeing, while levels of wmdlng can also be a barrier to

participation in arts and cultural events.
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Sport and Leisure @ @
Healthy and active lifestyles for adults and children have many heal

weltbeing benefits, and sport and leisure opportunities are importar
contributors to the Monmouthshire econoBwayriers to participation ca

be due to economic, social, environmental or cultural reasons.
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Key Emergingssues:

1 Monmouthshire has a competitive economy with excellent potemfialftir. There js
however, a low rate of business-sfastcompared to the capital region and Wales as a
whole. The growth of remote working and
an opportunity to encourage entrepreneurs to start new sesinelslonmouthshire
rather than neighbouring cities like Bristol.

1 There is a slow uptake of employment sites in the county alongside issues of poor
broadband speed which could be interconnected with the low rates of business start
The potential growtin coworking spaces could offer sigps a low risk option to
locate in the county.

1 The belowaverage wages on offer in the county, coupled with high property prices,
make it difficult for young people and future generations to live andaeatiyk

1 We are seeing an outward of migration of young people, driven by employment and
higher education opportunities elsewhere, which are not available in the county.

1 There is a lack of affordable housing in the colimtywill be exacerbateyg the
National Development Framework which could timitlevelopment of new homes in
Monmouthshirgreducing our ability to tackle homelessness. In théeshothis is
compounded by the level of phosphates in rivers which has resulted in a bleck on ne
developments.

1 There are significant income inequalities within commuwities/ealth sitting
alongside relative poverty on a scale not seen in other parts of Wales. Research suggests
that gaps between rich and poor within a community have negatimessapns for a
whole range of things from educational attainment to physical health.

1 Monmouthshire enjoys high levels of social capital. Large numbers of people volunteer
which helps build connections and is a major contributor foevejlThere is a
opportunity to capitalise on the energy we have seen in communities during the
pandemic but also a risk that as the pension age changes and people retire later, the
number of active volunteers could decline.

1 We have an ageing populgtighile this hamany advantageswill create additional
pressure on health and social care. With high property prices and limits on development
it will be difficult to attract the workforce needed to meet the needs of residents.

T Both adult and chil dr essdres withescdlaing demand,e ar
increasing complexity and workforce shortages all contriititgythere is pressure
to freeup hospital beds, the care system does not have the capacity to accommodate
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this, meaning that more resources will be drawthmficute settings to meet short

term needs rather than being directed towards a sustainable long term model of
provision.

There are significant differences in life expe¢tamtaction is required to address

health inequalities and endtiega rang of programmes are in place to increase the
opportunities people have to live health lives and reduce health harming behaviours such
as high alcohol consumption, smoking and diet.

Children, particularly the most vulnerable, whose learning has beexddgrtis

pandemic may be at a disadvantage as they enter the workforce or higher education, and
other aspects of their wb#ing may have been affected.

There are good levels of educational attainment in the county but some groups, such as
those eligibléor free school meals and vulnerable childremot achieving at the same

level as the wider population and the gap is not narrowing. There are also differences in
attainment between different communities, where pupils are attending the same school.
One in four adults and one in ten childxezexperiencing mental health issues. This is
exacerbated by loneliness and the challenges many have faced during the pandemic
placing pressure on stretched services such as CRed8tces such as Melo, to help
people manage their own mental health andbewed offer an opportunity to address

this but will only be part of the solution.

We are seeing increasing levels of crime arseiatibehaviour in the couatyd

concerns abouhelevel of substanceisnse amongst younger people

The county has good levels of sports participation compared to other parts of Wales but
levels of exercise are still too low and obesity is incredsamghae implications for

health.

There isanincreasingopporti ty to use Monmout hshireos
landscape to capitalisetbapotential othe UK holiday marketvith fewerpeople

travelling abroagvhich also has positive impacts on the climate by reducing the number
of people flying.

The pandemic has reduced visits to cultural attratttaipsay an important role in

wellbeing, such as museums and theathesh willaffecttheir viability.

Monmouthshire has a high carbon footprint per head of population.

The rural nature of Monmouthshire means that transport is a significant contributor to
t he count vy s,withaamk areas alsmexgesencing [oor air qlhaéte.

is high car ownership and the rural nature of the county means active travel is not an
option for many peoplehile many do not have a driveway which, along with
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affordability, will slow the adoption of electric vehitlese needs to be a move away
from private cars to more active travel, public transport aredri@sion vehicles in

order to reduce carbon emissions and improve air quality.

Theeffect of climate change are becoming apparent in Monmouthshire, particularly
flooding which has impacted many communities in recent years. This is likely to get
worse as the builgp of greenhouses gases consitauaffectglobal weather patterns.
Water quality in many parts of Monmouthshire is under threat due to a combination of
sewageeleases into watercourses anebfftom agriculture.

There is an opportunity to capitabeehe growth of the sharing economy to reduce
consumption and waste which will also incteasdility of people on low incomes to
borrow rather than buy.

Tree disease is a significant threat to the landscape and biodiversity of Monmouthshire,
with large areas ash and larch having to be felledaning many more trees need to be
planted to sequester carbbhere are opportunities througlork with community

groups, the Welsh Government and the Queens Green Canopy to increase tree coverage
in the county.

Like elsewhere in Wales, biodiversity is declining due to threats and pressures on species
and habitats.



Monmout hshi reds FiI v

Abergavenny and surrounding area

This area includes Abergavenny, an important marketkogimprovides a range of services to

its rural hinterland and includes Monmout hsh
terminuslts town centre is a conservation area containing many listed buildings, including the

ruins of the Norman Abeasgenny Castle. Together with the nearby village of Llanfoist, it is
overlooked and sheltered by the Blorenge and the Sugar Loaf mountains, located to the
southwest and northwestspectivel\Rural areas include the Llantony and Grwyne Fawr

valleys, fornrandustrial areas around Clydach and Black Rock, as well as the rolling countryside
south and southwest of Abergavenny.

Abergavenny is the gateway to the Brecon Beacon! ~pidren between 5 and 11 years a
National Park and is heavily used for tourismand | Aber gavenny' s Mo
walking and cycling, contributing to the lecahomy. | Games, when asked what was goo
Other parts of the area comprise very rural, produc| aboutwhere they live, said:
agricultural land with a few villages and scattered | “Nature because it's pretty. The
settlementslust under 50% of the Blaenavon World| g ¢ SNF I t f a2 0SSOI
Heritage Site lies in Monmouthshiiee World
Heritage Site was designatedsd®it's evidence of thg
preeminence of South Wales as the world's major
producer of iron and coal in theé"t@ntury.
Elsewherdandscapes range from mountains and moorland to pastoral sheep grazed landscapes,
from broadleaved woodlands on steep valley ® the River Usk, with the Monmouthshire

and Brecon Canal running parallel.

L KIF@S | LI NJ
aL tA1S GKS a0SYy

In terms of biodiversity, the Abergavenng aesst
al20Steé o1 t14a3% ( Special Areas of Conservation under the EC Habitats
Gz SELX 2NBe Directived the River Usk due to its exceptionally clean
and natural state (although under thasgbreviously
discussed), with good water flows and the range of important fish species it supports, as well as
otter; Cwm Clydach Woodlands, which is mainly beech; Sugar Loaf Woodlands, old sessile oak
woodland; and a small part of the Mynydd LlangaitsicBat Site.

There are 19 Sites of Special Scientific Interest, with habitats ingkgiggological,
woodland, bat roosts, meadow and pond, and over 80 Sites of Importance for Nature
Conservatiof?’

Threats to habitats in this area include:
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1 Grazing and recreation pressures result in several areas of exposed peat vulnerable to
erosion (Crucorneygeat is important for slowing down flood water, reducirgfféae
of droughtand supporting good water quality, providing important habitdt as we
docking ibcarborr®®

1 Some woodlands are fragmented and would play a more important role if they were
linked together.

1 Tree disease may cause further fragmentation of woodland parcels.

1 Habitat loss due to development.

The Llanelly Hilland Clydaahr e as have Monmout hshireds only
storing carbon and slowing down flood w&eil.quality in the area is generallygloality
agricultural lananainly Grade 4 and 5, with some of the floodplains Gféde 3.

Within Abergavennigself, there is good access to well used natural green spaces such as Bailey
Park, Linda Vista Gardens, Abergavenny Castle, Castle Meadows and Swari Meradows.
manyhistoric parks and gardens and many recreation areas, school and publidgdaiuny fie
many of these do not have a full range of environmental features such as trees, water, and
avildeBhabitats.

Castle Meadows, Abergavenny
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The northern residential areas of Abergavenny are particularly poorly served by natural open
space, anchuch of the rural area surrounding Abergavenny does not have sufficient accessible
natural green space.

There are many Tree Preservation Orders on individual or groups of trees in Abergavenny,
especially along the Gavenny River and in the Castle Wagenmenally where older housing
stock is concentratédUrban tree cover in Abergavenny is 17.5%, higher than the
Monmouthshire average of 15%, and the Wales average oHbsv8%er, there has been an
overall decrease in urban tree cover in Abergavedimgctares from 2009 to 263.

Much of Abergavenny town northern residential area and along the Risprdsskto

flooding.60 properties and 226 people in Abergavenny town are at High (1 ig) 80 year

Medium (1 in 100 yesprisk of flooding fro surface water, an@18 properties ang3®2

people are at risk of flooding by rivemed_ow risk(1 in 1000 yea. The figure at low risk from
flooding for Abergavenny atite surrounding area as a whole rise@8Iproperties and

2,980 peoplé*Rivers also flooseveratoads in this area, such as the A4042 at Llaiellen.
February 202@ine residential properties, two farms, a church, and a caravan site were flooded
in Llanwenarthand in Pandy one residential and four commercial premisdooded

With anincrease in winter rainfall in Wales projentéte futureflooding is likely to be a
greater threat than everthe@se communities.

Watercourses form an important part of the Green Infrastructure in and around Abergavenny,
includng the River Usk and its floodp|dire River Gavenny which flows through Abergavenny
and the Monmouthshirand Brecon Canal situated to the south of Llanféaer quality

varies across this aréhe River Usk, although designated as a Speciaf Bm@servation

partly due to its clean state, is assessed as Moderate quality under the Water Framework
Directive (based on a combination of ecological and chemical monitbeingonmouthshire

and Brecon Cangdatruns through the area is of Good gyatowever, the River Honddu

which runs down the Llanthony Valkeyd the River Clydadre both of Poor quality under

the EU Water Framework DirectifaVaterways assessed as bad, poor or moderate are deemed
as failing the EU Water Framework Dixectitandards and need to be improved to at least

good by 2027 he Honddu and Clydach are failing due to fish numbers since the steep nature of
these streams mean that there are natural barriers blocking access for fish further upstream.
Sewage issues aimiting to poor water quality also exist in Abergavenny town.

The Abergavenny area has 9 Groundwater Source Protection Zones which seek to protect
underground aquifers as an important source of drinking water.

Although none of this area exceeds the annual mean nitrogen dioxide alijemtigk,some
areagontinue to be closely monitoréd.

The Abergavenny area has an extremely vibrant and varied voluntary sector working in the
environmental and sustainapifield, with an active Transition Town group, Friends of the
Earth group, Incredible Edible group, Fairtrade Fananyd-riends abgroups working in
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local parks and green spaces as well as newer arrivals such as Extinction Rebellion Abergavenny.
The stength of the third sector in and around Abergavenny is a great asset.

There is much work going on at a

community leveand with local

® partnershipgo support and promote

local food growindhis ranges from the

/ extremely successful annual Abergavenny

KNGS f?’fjﬂl ”"5_ Food Festival to the Our Food project.
Supported by Monmouthshire County

Council, the Brecon Beacons National

Park and the Welsh Government, Our

Food a@ms to support and encourage local

and sustainable farming and growing and

to connect growers with local and

regional market&.Our Food works across Monmouthshire and the Brecon Beacons, but with a

particular focus on Abergavenny, Crickhowell and therBiBeacons.

——

Abergavenny during the annual Food Fest

Economc Wellbeing

Although average house prices in this area are above the national average, Abergavenny has the

|l owest prices of Monmouthshireds 5 tereas, wi
county?*®
Abergavennyds vacancy rfgs. 6 2 dgbefyavenhylted the ce

Shopping areaike hlghest since 2016, which mlght continue to be a place where you

a result of the pandemic. T in total vacancy rate{ can eat out healthily and well in

has been across primary and secondary frontages, independent cafes/restaurants in

although the most significant increase has been ac| €Ve'Y price bracket; where there ar
. . . . . independent shops, not chain

primary frontages. Despite being relatively high, thg 202 NB& &

7.6% rate is still below the British high street vacanL

rate andsomeengagement resposb@hlighted the town centre providing everything needed,
sothat residents do not need to leave Abergavenny for afthing.

In this area, 12% of the workiagepopulation receive employmeelated benefits, with 15%
considered to be income deprived. 215 people are claiming Job Seeker's Allowance or Universal
Credit for unemployment, of which 60 are ag&tt 166.6% of children arddmv-income

families. Aberga&nny includes Llanover 1, Cantref 2, Lansdown and Croesonen which are in the
30% most deprived LSOAs in Wales. Cantref 2 has the highest percentage of people in income
deprivation irthe countyand the secorlighestpercentage aforkingagepeople in

enployment deprivatiofi’ Parts of Cantref (Cantref 2) are the most deprived in

Monmouthshire, particularly in terms of incd28&6 of people in this area are in income

deprivation.
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Given these figures, Abergavenny has a higher proportion of deprivatioe taer four

areas of Monmouthshirs8% of the households in the Abergavenny catchment area are below
50% of the median income for the UK, and 24% are below 60%. This compares to 17% and
22% respectively for Monmouthshire, and 25% and 33% for Waleb@e>*

Abergavenny and the surrounding area has a population of just over 27,000, the most populated
of the five areas. Of this population, 15.7% are children aged betyeand27.6%f
residents are aged 65 and over.

Of the five areag&\bergavenny has thghest proportion of areas in the most deprivéei20
Monmouthshireyith 6 out of 11 areas.

Parts of Cantref (Cantref 2) are the most deprived in Morshimaiiroesonen and Lansdown

are adjoining areas in Abergavenny where income, employnhesilthrare the most evident
types of deprivation. Grofield is most deprived in terms of community safety, while more rural
Llanover suffers from poor access to services and housing.

Some areas in Abergavennysanundingcommunities are ranked amongstmost

deprived in Wales for access to services, as classified by thedé&¥ates Multiple

Deprivation, particularly for public transport travel times. For example, Crucorney is amongst
the top 50 most deprived areas in Wales for access to seclasssfiasl by the Waleslex

for MultipleDeprivation In the area, return trips on public transport take dvieo@rs to

reach services suchaiibraryor sporsfacility.

Flying Start is available to families in parts of Lansdown, Croesonertranth@éorth
Abergavenny on a postcode basis and childcare is provided by three playgghgrs.
percentage of low weight babies are born in parts of Priory and Mardy.

In the Abergavenny area, local indicators for salgeathildren famarginally better than
Monmouthshire as a whole, although there are proportionately more adults without

gualifications. Cantref 2 has poorer educational outdomesamplel5% of key stage 4

leavers entdriighereducation, compared to 33.1% in Monrhshire overallyhile30.7% of
adults have no qualificatipoempared to 13.2% across Monmouthstire

Abergavenny has the fewest residents of the five areas whihatthait health is very good
or good, with 77%. In each of the other 5 areas, @ €pBpeople are positive about their
health. In the Abergavenny area, the fewest people whattékir health was very good or
good were in the areas of Lansdown (71%), Cantref 1 (74%) and Croeson€ar{itg?a),
Lansdown and Croesonen are tleaswith high rates of people living with long term limiting
illneses or mental health conditisnCancer incidences are highest in parts of Gréfield

From November 2020 to November 2021, overall crime in Abergavenny decreased from 35.1%
t033.9%0 f Mo n mo ut hwsthai redeciios of teapridead kcrimes of Shoplifting, Theft,
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and Residential and Commercial Burglaries. This could be due, in part, to the pandemic and
lockdown periodS.here have been increasestier offences, notabBther Sgual Offences
and Criminal Damage.

From April 2020 to March 2021 361 incidents of w&Brecorded, accounting for 31.8% of

all reported ASB across Monmouthshire. The wards with the highest prevalence were Priory,
Llanfoist Fawr South and Grofield, whach predominantly town centre wakdsof January

2021, therevare 91 adults accessing support, 51 for alcohol and 40 for other substances.
Violence Without InjurgndOrderoffences haveeduced, thougtihe numbers remains

relatively high for these war@ssidents in the Abergavenny areas commented that a greater
Police presence is needed to deal with ASB, vandalism, crime and speeding.

Lansdown in Abergavenny has recorded the most derakgéd crime over the last three
years. From January 202Ntwvember 2021, Lansdown made up 21% of all recorded crime in
the Abergavenny area.

Recorded domestic crimes by ward in Abergavenny, Monmouthshire
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Cultural WeHbeing

Abergavenny is steeped in history with
regards to the Welsh language, with
cultural figureheads suchLasly Llanover
having resided in the area. The area ha:
hosted the National Eisteddfod twice,
most recently in 2016, and is also the hc
of Cymreigyddion y Feniithe :
Abergavenny Welsh Society. The Welsl &
primary school, Ysgol Gymraeg y Fenni =
well esthlished and currently has over 2!
pupils. 86% of the population in the aree
have no skills in Welsh, the second lowfebe 5 areas*

o
TG e o

National Eisteddfod 2016 in Abergavenn:

The Abergavenny area is also the most diverse in terms of ethnicity; although those of white
ethnicity make up the vasajority of the population, proportions of mixed race and Asian
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ethnicities are the highest in Monmouthshire (0.8% and 1.4%). 62.1% of the population in the
area declare themselves as Christian

The area holdsraimber of festivals and everitee aress internationally recognised for its

food, with the annual Abergavenny Food festival attracting thousands of visitors every
September. Further regular food and craft markets are also a popular attraction throughout the
year.

Peny Pound stadium hostshhigl evel football, with both men?o
with teams across Wales. Abergavenny Cricket Club is one of the oldest clubs in the world and
has previously hosted many first class games. There are many other local clubs throughout the
areaat offer grassroots sport for football, rugby and cricket, in particular.

Abergavenny and surrounding areaf6s main buil
St Mary's Priory church and the market hall. The Borough Theatre in Abergavennly, for whic
funding has recently been announced for renovations, hosts drama, music and comedy shows.

The average public travel time to a sports facility i
Abergavenny and the surrounding sreauch higher
than that of the Welsh average, at 92 minutes (55| & . dz& S& (2 Y2NB f

What would make the area better?

minutes for Wales), and for private travslightly express buses to some e.g.

. : |1'osSNBI Syye G2 a
higher than the Wales average, at 15 minutes. Tr4
time to a public library is th€ Bighest in GaAyAodza GNI yaLR

Monmouthshire at 64 minutes (45 in Wales) for py Villages together, especially people
transport and 12 minutes for private travel (10 mi 6K2 OlyHd RNR@SE
in Wales)With a bus station andrain station in its town centre, Abergavenny is better
connected than its more rural surrounding wards.

A summary of the responses from the area to someearfghgement exercigeestions is

provided. To make it easiematwalyse the many diverse comments that were received to the
openended questions that were asked, comments were grouped into categoriesTdrishemes.
allows us to identify some of the most common themes that respondents in the area mentioned.

The followng graphs show the themes that were used to categorise the comments, and where
appropriate, whether these were more positive or negative in response is provided.
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What is special/good about your community/where you live? - Abergavenny
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Chepstow and the Lower Wye Valley

Environmental Webeing

This area is centradound the town of Chepstow, and the southwestern quarter of the Wye

Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Bealthg. historic core of the town is centred around the
castle, overlooking the River Wye. Tree cover from the aukKihepstow northwards is
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dmost continuous, and on the plateaux abowA/fleghere are important concentrations of
flowerrich neutral and calcareous meadows, particularly in the Shirenewton and Caerwent areas.

The landscape and nature conservation value is reflected by thetectey areashe

Severn Estuary is of international importance for wintering and passage waterfowl, saltmarshes,
exposed sandbanks, fish feeding areamamndisually large natural tidal range which influences

the species that occur héiee estuaris protected as aRisasite, overseen by the United

Nations.

The Severn Estuary is also a Special Area of Conservation, protected under the EC Habitats
Directive, as is the River Wye because of the cleanliness of its waters and the wide range of
specis that it support3.here are 18ites of Special Scientific Inter88SIsin the Chepstow

and Lower Wye area, the most important sites for nature in Wales, comprising meadows,
woodland, bat sites and geological, as well as 185 SINCs, sites obhterat@ripr nature
conservatiofr®

Unlike many other parts of Monmouthshire, many of these sites are well connected to other
.. Sites, with woodlands well connected

7 to other large woodland blocks,
including on the English side of the
border in the Wye Vallgyoodlands

| Special Area of Conservatidhis

means thahese sites are more

¢ resilient to change or disturbance
because species can easily migrate.

_ , L% ——— ey However, as elsewherdghn county
Autumn in the Wye Valley, from Eagle's Nesi ash dieback istlreat.First confirmed
in Monmouthshire in 2014, we have
seen the effects worsen acthsscountyn recent years and have already had to remove all
infected trees at Old Station Tint&fn.

The Woodland Trust owns a large part of Wentwood Forest and other sites, and NRW also
owns and manage®nysites in the Lower Wye Vallé&yentwood Forest has besffected by
Larch disease, which means that large areas had to be felle®®in 2021.

As well as wildlifdesignationshe area is also valuedl ., & 68 2yte fA
for its landscape, hent®Area of Outstanding Naturgd 5 short time having moved from a
Beauty statuhe beauty of the landscape for centur |arge city. The natural beauty of the
brought visitors and tourists to the areatodoatouf F NBI Aa ¢KIF G L ¢
and the popularity with visitors coogs todaywhich

is an important contribution to the local econBfirojects such as the Tintern Ambassador
scheme aim to involve volunteers in welcoming tourists and helping them to get the most out of
their visi£®
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Chepstow marks the start of severattbongs t ance wal ks, the Wye Vall
the Wales Coastal Pahd will soon have a new link connecting with the England Coast Path
across the old Severn Bridge.

Although Chepstow town hamnypublic green spaces, such as Warren Sladar&riRedding

Woods, overall there is a deficit of accessible natural greehilspas®, rural parts of the

Lower Wye are not well served by accessible natural green space, and some rural areas have no
access to sports pitches and few amenity open®¥faees pi t e Chepst owds pro
extensive woodlands, the town itself only has 15% urban tree cover and has lost 5 hectares of
tree cover between 2009 and 26713.

Greater urban tree covamuld help toedu@the air quality problems that Chepstow fades.
A48 at Mount Pleasant, Hardwick Hill and Newport Road has been designated as an Air Quality
Management Area (AQMA), due to high levels of

a¢NF F¥A0 Aa b Kd nitrogen dioxide andapticulates from traffic, especially

makes Chepstow unbearable at . . L

GAYSEE HGVs, on this busy roatihis type of pollution is
particularly detrimental to health, causing respiratory

problems® Despite this designation in 2087d the development of an Air Quality Action
Plan, oncentrationsvithin the Chepstow AQMA still exceed the objective fortéonyg
nitrogen dioxide, despite a large decrease between 2012 ;ahdr2@dr@ this AQMA will
remairt®

The Severn Bridge tolls were removed i
December 2018hichhas led to increase
congestion in Chepstow as more people
are commuting across the border or ha
moved from Bristol to Chepstow to take
advantage of lower house pri€d3ata
from Highways Erngnd shows that in the
year after the tolls were removed, the
average number of cars crossing the -
Bridge per day increased by ¥8%here
has been substantial local campaigning L i e e
reduce congestion and the impact of cai  Protesters as part of the Save the Wye pilgrim
transport, led by Transiti@hepstow @wyebeauty)

which has published a Transport Plan for the t&%n.

The River Wye and its tributaries support many important species iddladtigysalmon,
whiteclawed crayfish, sea and river lampaagsottersHowever, concerns over a deterioration
in water quality in the Wggpotentially because of pollution from chicken farms and sewage
treatment over recent yeatsas led to both national campaigns and local prétests

The Nedern Brook, the northerly part of which is in the Chepstow and Lovwaed/ye of
poor quality, due to pollution from sewage and misconnéctions.
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There are 3 Groundwater Source Protection Zones in this area, in Penterry, Chepstow Park
Wood and much of Caerwent and part of Shirenewton, where special care is needed to protect
underground aquifers from contamination.

Parts of the Chepstow and Lower Wye area are at risk of flooding due to the proximity to the
Severn Estuary, the River Wye and the various tributaries of the Rivéf' 8eGémpstow

town, 221 people are at high or medium risk of surface water fl§6@lng.equates to 19

properties at risk, which is relatively low, but there is much important infrastructure at risk, such
as the Severnside rail line and industrial units southwest adW@heps

Parts of Tintern flood regularly at high tide, but residents are notified of the forecast high tide
dates annually by Monmouthshire County Cothreitouncil has a presence during those times
to close the road if necessary, sandbags are stdhgdtmtanany residents often have
measures in place to mitigatedtfect of flooding such as floodgates and sandbagpite

these measwgthough,10 residential properties and 9 commercial premises were flooded by
tidal flooding in March 2026.

The Gwent Levels are an important feature of the landscape of southern MonmotTitieshire.

levels extend over 5000ha between Chepstow and Cardiff from the Severn Estuary shoreline to
the M4. The Levels are one of the largest surviving areas of ancient grazing marsh and drainage
ditch systems, known as reens, in Britain. Some ditches kl&tdRloatan timeslhe Living

Levels Partnership is key to ensuring the Levels are managed sustainably, and to involve the
public.

Wetlands provide many economic, social and environmental benefits which can be
conservatively valued at over £65 millionrafgean area the size of the Gwent Levels. The
water levels in the reens are kept high in summer to provide water for farmland and ideal
conditions for wildlife. In winter, the water levels are dropped for flood protééfioch of

the Levels are proted by flood defengcand discussions over the maintenance of these are
ongoing with NRW.

Agriculture is also an important feature in this M@anouthshire has very little Grade 2
agricultural land, but most of those areas that are Grade 2 are foersdirth of the Lower
Wye are&?

Chepstow has a number of environmental and sustainability groups working in the area.
Transition Chepstow is very active with projects on energy, transport, food aGeverure.
Energy Community Interest Company aredoas€hepstow, wth have many excellent and
pioneering community energy projects arthmdountyThere are also groups looking after
local woodland, promoting Fairtrade and local cycle routes.
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Chepstow is the second mespensive area for house prices in Monmouthshire, of which 3
wardsare inthecounty s most expensive 10. However, it a
expensive, demonstrating the potential differences that can be found within a $ihgle area.

The overall vacancy rate of 13iB%hepstovis the GLYONBFAasS GKS yd
highest since 200Bhe townretairs a high percentage| / K S 1LJa (i 2 4 ¢

of trade for convenience goods ioutomparison
trade is being drawn away from the town giisen
proximity toCribbs Causeway in Bristol and Spytty
Retail Park in Newpdit.Nevertheless, engagement responses noted the recent ipt®vem

to the high street, such as making it mostly pedestrianised, and the draw of the weekly Sunday
market.

G/ KSLlaG26 1 A3IK |
actoncA i Aa G240l f ¢

In this area, 8% of thweorkingagepopulation receive employmeetated benefits, with 12%
considered to be income deprived. 145 people aregldohiSeeker's Allowance or Universal
Credit for unemployment, of which 35 are ag&tft163.4% of children arddmv-income
families’®

In the Chepstow catchment area, 15% of households are below 50% of the median income for
the UK, and 20% are belo®@%, as compared with 17% and 22% respectively for
Monmouthshire, and 25% and 33% for Wales as a3Whidletnwell has the secehijhest
percentage of people in income deprivatitmeicountywhile St Kingsmark 1 and Trellech

United 2 have theint first and joint secoddwest percentage of people in income deprivation

in the countyrespectively?°

The population of Chepstow and the Lower Wye Valley is, Eh@&2milar in demographic
profile to Severnside. 60.5% of thpwation are ofvorkingagetheseconehighest after
Severnside. 23.2% of residents are aged 65 oth@ldecondowest of the five areas after
Severnside.

Chepstow and the Lower Wye Valley has one area in the most deprived 20% of areas in
Monmouthshie. Part of Thornwell (Thornwell 1) is ranttexthird most deprived area in
Monmouthshire, largely digedeprivation in health, income and educdtt@nequarter of

people in the area are in income deprivat@hrepeat absenteeism in school is one of the
highest in Monmouthshire. Psehool children residing in particular postcodes in Thornwell are
eligible for Flying Start.

As with other areas in Monmouthshire, access to services is an issue in soifGagpstewf
and the Lower Wye Valley, for exanipéyauden and St. Arvans. Average travel times for key
services in the area particularly by public transport, are longer than average timé&¥or Wales

The health of 83% of people in Chepstow and the LoyweMalley is reported as good or very
goodwhi ch is the highest of the f,wih&8%andeas. Si
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St Kingsmark 2 the highestt 89 % (t hi s is also the third | e
areas). In the Chepstowarmnore people live with long term limiting Hessandmoresuffer
from cancer in Thornwell 1 thamother area®®

Of those in Monmouthshire on the affordable housing waiting list with a recognised need, the
largest demand is for ebedroom accommatdion, particularly in the Chepstow Housing
Market Area (as of May 2021).

From November 2020 to November 2021, overall crime in Chepstow remained the same at
19.5%. There has been a reduction of Rape, Commercial Burglaries, Drug Offences, and
Robberywhichcould be due in part to the pandemic and lockdowns, and the reduction in Stop

And Search activity within the county. There haven¢alencreases in all Other Thefts

Public Order Offences, and Other Sexual Offences. From April 20acto2@21, 294

incidents of ASBrererecorded, accounting for 25.9% of all reported ASB across

Monmout hshire. The wards with the highest pr
Christopher ds, wi t hAsaofJanuary®21, shereelO@adulthsh S hi r ene
accessing support, 39 for alcohol and 60 for other substances. The highest recorded substances
for which initial help is sought are heroin and alcbhelCrime Volume in Chepstow of

Violence Without Injury has increased from 270 to 2D€@minal Damage has also increased

from 121 to 142 incidents.

Thornwell in Chepstow has recorded the most domelstied crime over the last three years.
From January 2021 to November 2021, Thornwell made up 33% of all recorded crime in the
Chepstow ra.

Recorded domestic crimes by ward in Chepstow, Monmouthshire
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Chepstow is one of Monmouthshire’s historic market towns, and the area is bordered by
Gloucestershire and Forest of Dean in England. The landscape of the area, with the river Wye,
which has one of the highest tidal ranges in the world, and the natural beauty of the lower Wye
valley are particular highlights.
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Figures from the 2011 Census show that this area has the lowest level of Welsh skills (87% stated
they have no Welsh skills). Additionally, the proportion of people who stated that they could
speak Welsh (8.8%) and speak, read and write Welsh (6%) were the lowest in Monmouthshire,
when comparing across the 5 areas. The Welsh society, Cymdeithas Cas-gwent, Cil-y-coed a’r

cyffiniau, covers the area and regularly hosts themed evenings as well as Chat Clubs.

30% of the population stated they had no religion in the 2011 Census, the highest figure of the 5
areas; however, the area is consistent with other areas, with 62% declaring themselves as

Christian.”®

The area has a rich built heritage including Chepstow Castle overlooking the river Wye, Town
Gate and Port Wall and the Old Wye Bridge. Tintern Abbey in the Wye Valley Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty is a heritage site of national and international importance and is one
of the most instantly recognisable buildings in Monmouthshire. This is widely identified as an

important British heritage site.

Chepstow and the surrounding area also host a number of festivals and arts events including an
annual agricultural show, theatrical and other events and shows held at the Drill Hall, and

Chepstow Museum, which displays the rich and varied past of the town.

Public transport travel time to a library in the area is also above the average for Wales, taking, on
average, 56 minutes (45 minutes is the average in Wales). Travel time by private transport is 13

minutes, slightly above the Wales average of 10 minutes.”

Chepstow Racecourse is one of the more prominent sporting venues in the county, and hosts the
Welsh Grand National every December, the biggest race day of the year in Wales. The
racecourse also plays host to a range of live music and other sporting events each year, although

these have been impacted by the pandemic.

Travel time to a sports facility in the area on public
What would make the area better? . .
transport is above the average for Wales, at 70 minutes
at dzo0t AO UNI yaLRZN WWales Average, 52 minutes). On private transport it is
. SGGSNI 6dza a8 NZ 12minutes, which is slightly higher than the average for
services finish ludicrously early. E. Wales.” Chepstow has a train station, making it well

thad 06dz@ FNBY b§ connected to south Wales and England. However,

feedback from residents during the engagement for the

assessment suggests that many are very unhappy with current public transport provision.

Engagement responses

A summary of the responses from the area to some of the engagement exercise questions is
provided. To make it easier to analyse the many diverse comments that were received to the
openended questions that were asked, comments were grouped into categoriesTdrishemes.
allows us to identify some of the most common themes that respondents in the area mentioned.
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What is special/good about your community/where you live? - Chepstow
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The following graphs show the themes that were used to categorise the comments, and where
2

appropriate, whether these were more positive or negative iseespravided.
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Theheart ofMonmouthshire

This area is characterised by rolling hills, productive farmland apatctzesy of Ancient Semi
Natural Woodland, some of them of significant size
The area also includes steep hillsides markingthe{ 6 L NBI £ £ & @I f dzS
of the uplands of Brecon Beacons National Park to| 9reen places, beautiful woodlands
northwestThe River Usk is a dominant feattloaving FYR 2O0SYSNE gKSN
through the agtre of the area.

The area is largely rural, with the small market town of Usk being the largest settlement, followed
by the large village of Raglan.

The River Usk is designated as a Special Area of Conservation for its clean and natural state and

the impatant fish species it supports, although as described previously there are significant
concerns about water quality in the River Usk from phospihaetespi t e t he Ri ver
designation as a Special Area of Conservation, to protect the speciegliassed ias

Moderate quality under the EU Water Framework DireEhigee waterbodies have to improve

to at leasijoodbby 202728 The Olway and Gavenny tributaries faseratliffuse rural

pollution pressuré®.Land in this area is mainly Grade 3 or 4 under the Agricultural Land
Classification, and the relatively intensive agriculture in this rural area nibartothd§ s

largest Nitrate Vulnerable Zone has been designated neaf*Ragien.the EC Nitrate

Directive, Nitrate Vulnerable Zones are designed to protect waters against nitrate pollution from
agricultural sourcesich as fertilizers and sluamyd are required to have an Action

Programmé” There is also one Groundwater Source Protection & ¢me morthwestern

corner of this area along Mynydd Garnclochdy.

The area has 5 SSSis of importance at a Wales level, including geological sites, a bat site and
Llandegfedd Reservoir, the majority of which is in Monmouthshire and has become an
important ge for overwintering wildfowl since its construction in T968.s the largest body

of open freshwater the county®

There are 161 Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation, mainly ancient woodland and
neutral grasslanthe woodland areas né&kk are relatively close together, and there is
potential to improve their connectivity by linking them together.

Threats to habitats in this area include:

1 The River Usk is subject to abstraction for water supplies and is at risk of low flows and
quality a a wildlife resource in the future if pressure on it increases.

1 Poor connectivity of woodland sites.

1 Pollution from agriculture.

1 Tree disease may cause further fragmentation of woodland parcels.
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1 Habitat loss due to development.

The town of Usk has 7 anityrgreenspaceso is well provided for, although there are only 2
natural greespaces, and the quality of amenity greenspace in Usk is gendralfjldovihas

no parks or gardens and only one natural greerSpagspite the rural nature of theaare
around Uskthe provision of good quality greenspace is relativeldowsion for outdoor

sports is particularly deficient in these rural dt@asre-are-385km-of publicrights-ef-way in

- > - -

The Monmouthshire and Brecon Canal creates a valuable wildlife corridor with many trees with
Tree Preservation Orders, and the A40 also has clusters of Tree Preservation Orders, as do trees
at Goytre House and the nearby villdgasytrees around Usk benefit from protection, as they

are important for the setting of the historic town and provide links to woodlands on the

outskirts?™

Sourcemvw.uskinbloom.org.uk

Also important to theisual amenity of Usk are the flowers planted as part of Usk in &idom

the more natural wildflower mixes Singaisn as pa
formation in 1982Jsk In Bloom haworked tirelessly improve Usk through plantitiges,

shrubs, bulbs and floral displays, whilst addressing environmental issues and preserving wildlife
and working with young peopfrie to heseefforts Uskhas won gold for 3&nsecutive years

for theWales in Bloom Large Village categjory

Bridge Street in Usk (A472) is one of only two Air Quality Management freasumty

with the area regularly exceeding nitrogen dioxide emissions caused by traffic through the town.
Heavy goods vehicles travelling through the town and along theoA#ifizite approximely

25% of the nitrogen dioxid&The wlume of traffic on Bridge Street in Usk is relatively high
queuing trafficand the fact that the street is relatively narrow, give risexodb®fethe

annual mean nitrogen dioxide oliyecNitrogen dioxide hranshealth, causing and
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exacerbating breathing probléthan Air Quality Action Plan is in place and seems to be
having areffect since 2019 was the fifth continuous year with nssex¢ke nitrogen dioxide
annual levef$8 Some measures were put in place during lockdown to allow residents to shop
and use the pavements whilst still socially distating.the main elements of that have been
removed, some elements such as a 20rapt Bmit and stopping parking near the takeaway
have gone some way to reducing congéstion.

The River Usk has a broad flood plain and is prone to flooding, and although development has
traditionally avoided the natural flood plain, Natural Resourcex&iteas high risk of

flooding based on the number of properties in a community likely to be fil§atdtown is
protected by flood defences, beweratoads in the area are flooded by tributaries to the Usk
such as the Olway at LlanllowkHtotal of 2164 people and 921 properties in this area are at

low risk of flooding by rivers, and 26 properties and 120 people are at High or Medium risk of
surface water floodid$In February 2020, around 24 properties were flooded in Usk, 12
residentigbroperties and 2 commercial properti¢isahlanbadoc area were flooded, plus 11
properties in the Llanvihangel Gobion and Kemeys Command&r area

Sourceaww.jtallet.co.uk/uskfloods/photo_flood_52 page.htm

Economc Wellbeing

House prices in this area are very high: its wards have the highest average price in
Monmouthshire with 2 amotige 10 most expensivetie county®

Usk has experienced consistently tatglvacancy
rates when compared to the other centres. Howeve ¢ L 1 Qa A YLI2 NI | y @
of 2020, only 9.8% of its units were vacant, thesec| YR Tl OAf AGASa 3§
lowest of the 5 areas, and the lowest number since| U NI @St 2dzi 2F (K
2014. Usk is the only town in Monmouttestiiat saw | ¢ L g yi§ G2 FS55¢

a fall in vacancy rates in 2020, while theratesinRd | yR o0 dzaAy S&aasSa |
have remained at the same level as the yearliefore:
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In this area, 4% of thveorkingagepopulation receive employmeelated benefits, with 6%
considered to be income deprived. 2@lpeare claiming Job Seeker's Allowance or Universal
Credit for unemployment, of which 5 are aget16.4% of children arelaw-income

families®

Given these figures, Usk and Raglan have the lowest proportion of deprivation, compared to the
other four areas of Monmouthshiethisarea, 15% of households are below 50% of the

median income for the UK, and 20% are below 60%, as compared with 17% and 22%
respectively for Monmouthshire, and 25% and 33% for Wales as®¥whole.

Theheart oiMonmouthshire has a population of 10,4¥5least populated of the five areas.
The area has the smallest proportion of chjldtédr3.2%and is home to the highest
proportion of people aged 65 and paeR9.3%.

None of the srall areas in thdeart ofMonmouthshire appesn the 20% most deprived areas

in Monmouthshire, despite access to services being an issue, particularly outside the main town
of Usk. Average travel timeseveraservices ileart ofMonmouthshire, as classified by the

Wales index for Multiple Deprivation, are amongst the hightestountyand higher than the
average for Wales, particularly for public transport travel’times

IntheheartoMo n mout hshire, 8&ibfépoded asmgeod qr Veey gaod. The a | t

community of Usk reports the lowest (73.4% in Usk 1) and the highest (85.7% in Usk 2) within
this area. Goetre 2 has a higher than Monmouthshire average (589.6) rate of cancer incidence
(683.3§%®

Note that Communit$afety data for theeart ofMonmouthshire is included in the data for
Monmouth and surrounding area.

Theheart ofMonmouthshire is another area where the built and physical landscape plays an

i mportant role in peopleds |Iives and culture
Brecon Canal and Goytre Wharf on the canal as well as many rural walks and stunning

landscape.

The area also has a rich built heritage including Raglan Castle, Twyn Square, Usk Sessions house
and many churches.

Theheart oiMonmouthshirdiasno Welsh medium educational provision. Access to this
education requires an 11 mile journey togavenny, or can be accessed in neighbouring
authorities. Interestingly, this area has'théghest proportion of population that can speak
Welsh (10.2%), as well as those who can speak, read and write WelSh\(ittves) Welsh
language group basmhtrally in Usk, a journey to nearby Abergavenny would provide residents
with the best opportunity to join in with such a group.
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With 66.7% declaring themselves Christian, this is above the Monmouthshire average, and the
highest of all 5 areas. 1.3% efplopulation stated that they were of a religion other than
Christian. This area has the highest proportion of population in Monmouthshire declaring
themselves as of white ethnicity (9837%).

The area, mainly around the towns and villages has mamgiveds fevents and activities;
Usk Rural Life Museum is also in the area. The Usk Show is a yemyyagmeultural show
that draws exhibitors, traders and visitors to the area every September.

There is very limited public transport provision itéaet ofMonmouthshireTravel time to

leisure facilities in thneart ofMonmouthshire is poor; on averdagekes over two hours to

travel to a sports facility on public transport (124 minutes), which is well above the average for
Wales of 55 minuteSimilarly, private travel time of 26 minutes is well above the Wales average
of 10 minute&! Travel time to a public library is also long, taking 73 minutes on public
transport and 14 minutes on private transpdrhe average public travel time to arsdgry

school is 90 minutes, with the majority of children travelling to either Abergavenny, Monmouth,
or Caerleon Comprehensive in Newport.

Engagement responses

A summary of the responses from the area to some of the engagement exercise questions is
provded. To make it easier to analyse the many diverse comments that were received to the
openended questions that were asked, comments were grouped into categoriesTdrishemes.
allows us to identify some of the most common themes that respondents in the area mentioned.

The following graphs show the themes that were used to categorise the comments, and where
appropriate, whether these were more positive or negative isegesmoavided.

What is special/good about your community/where you live? - Heart of
Monmouthshire

60
50

40
30
20
10
5 11 T T _
s W W - : % v v W =
ZE a2 & ad2T L PR SLL 85282820 d22EPEES
E s Q330 TE=Z=08 8L = d 8 2T GELCEET EEESTE T
=maggzﬁﬁnggxgaa‘zg':%-m.E:»ggf S E2=5c85z
E 29 c E O g=] = o m =] =T + W o a o @ £ ©
- = g e EARFI T o = © 35 o = Q2
Egmzzc £ c 2t w5 it o o a8 = = - =
—_ = - [=] o [ = o =] [=% 1) =]
858%83528-; ﬁgfﬁgguﬁﬁ < T E =l a =
[ =] @ c @ C m = "© @ [ -
S & 2 E 2w g ® $0 65 3T > T 5 o = o
— £ = c = w2 2 c8 P s 2 £ = = =
3 E £ F g£8s5-£&3 5 =& g 3
= < &1 s s < = = 5] -
@ D S - T T Ccw c I S g @ a
» c v = = < O = T 2 =
= S = ° o
o Z o
'_ e

W Positive Negative

93



What would make it a better place? - Heart of Monmouthshire
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Monmouth and surrounding area

Environmental Webeing

This area focuses around the historic town of Monmouth, located where the Rivers Monnow,
Trothy and Wye meet, and includes the southwestern quarter of the Wye Valley Area of
Outstanding Natural Beautyere is almost continuous tree cover from Monmouth down the
Wye Valley towards Chepstow and fleveeérneutral meadows on the @ateabove the Wye.

To the north and west of Monmouth, the area is very rurgparsgly populated, with rolling
countryside, mixed agriculture and Grade 3 and 4 quality land and very few local communities.

The area is important for tourism, as well as employment in agriculture andA®restry.
elsewhere in Monmouthshire, tourispaigicularly reliant on maintaining the natural beauty
and diverse wildlife in the at€a.

Under the EC Habitats Directive, there are three S ¢ & gz & F dzf &
Areas of Conservation in thisar€he River Wye for | N GSNE S FNB S
its natural state, clean water and wide range of sSpecCres,

Wye Valley Woodlands, protected because they provide more or less continuous tree cover and
the Wye Valley and Forest of Dean Bat &Gteh of these three arégaisnportant a

European level.

This area also has Monmout hshireds only two
importanceThere are also 39 Sites of Special Scientific Interest, mainly woodland and grassland,
and 320 locally important Sites of InteresN&dure Conservation, both the largest number of
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sites out of any of the 5 areas in this assesStiidet southern part of this area alsatihas
counp s only Local Nature Reserve, Cleddon Bog

Tree disease is a significant thiredtould fragment some of the wahnected woodlands of

the Wye ValleYCurrent threats include Ash Dieback and Larch disease which all have the
potential to affect dramatically the landscape character of the*A®NB13 Natural

Resources Wales feliggproximately 80 hectares of infected Larch trees in the Wye Valley area,
but further surveys have identified approximately 300,000 newly infected Larch trees, covering
270 hectares of the foré'$in 2021 substantial areas of lametrefelled in Treéch Common

for examplé’

The Wye Vallewand its importance for tourishas been covered in the section in Chepstow

and the Lower Wy&he importance of the Wye Valley for landscape is reflected by its
designation as an Area of Outstanding NaturalyBeadtit features the meandering River

Wye, wooded scarps and limestone cliffs, together with castles at Monmouth and dotted
throughout the rolling hills and valleys. Th
Monmouth and parts of this areso. Monmouth and the surrounding area has 603km of public
rights of waytHHowever, once again, in terms of accessible natural green space, although
Monmouth town is reasonably well seraaed includes Chippenham Mead, Drybridge Park,
Claypatch Wood, Two RiveelRtiow and Vauxhall Meadow, some of the rural wards in this
area have no accessible green space, and some villages and rural communities are lacking in
provision for outdoor sport&

Urban tree cover in Monmouth town is 17.5%, higher than most other dbsinir@ towns.
However5 hectarewerelost between 20a83° This reduction in tree cover results in a
subsequent loss of benefits to health anebeiall), absorption of pollution, biodiversityd
reduction in surface water foff.

The meeting of the rivers Monnow, Trothy and Wye at Monmouth means that ikeatown

particularly high flood risklthoughflood defences on the town side of the river mean that

much of the town has some protection, there have been significant and devastating floods in
recent years, most notably during Storm Dennis in FebrugrwB6R@s well as flooding 56

properties in Monmouth, there was substantial damage to infrasffuotere. D2r Cy mr u  We
Water (DCWW) Water Treatment Plant at Mayhill was also flooded in Febryany?D200

properties affected by the loss of watpply. Supplies were maintained with a fleet of tankers
bringing clean waterrd bottled water supplies were proviadduere neede&upplies from the

treatment plant were only restored 11 days after the floo&®vent

The village of Skenfrith was alsdlypaffected by flooding in both October 2019 and February
2020, with 18 properties flooding both tirmesyell athe local pub and village R&il.

I n Monmout hshir eds,lBlpepgedand\l8 prapertiesaesndentified ag n
being at high anedium risk of flooding from surface water, witii3 properties ani#62
people at low risk of river flooding.
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Following a successful funding bid to the Rural Development Programme, Transition
Monmouth managed a project to assess the potentiabfal flabd management solutions
around MonmoutPf?This has been further developed with a detailed study of the Kingswood
areato seekunding to install the recommended meastires.

Monmouth has a very active voluntary sector workisgstainability, including Transition
Monmouth.Monmouth Town Council kaeclared a Climate Emergency and established the
Action on Climate Emergenoy ACE Monmouth groupvhich have been proactive in

organising work to protect green spaces, encourage active travel and the Monmouth Climate
Futures Festiva

Water quality in this area varidse River Monnow is of good quality, whereas the Trothy is

only moderate quality, pratbadue to the impact of agricultuks.described previously, the

River Wye is of good and moderate quality, and is nationally important for its fisheries, but is
currently threatened by nitrate and phosphate pofitittoamall area of Trellech is deaigd

as a Nitrate Vulnerable Zone, as is a small section crossing the border adjacent to Monmouth.
These are designated for groundwater whicbrt@suld have if action is not taken, a high level

of nitrates, due to agricultural practi€hsre are als5 Groundwater Source Protection Zones

in place to protect underground drinking water supplies from pollution.

Although there are no Air Quality Management Zones in Monmouth and the surrounding area,
there are some concerns about nitrogen dioxide esssimed by traffic on the A40 in
Monmouth.Monmouthshire County Council continues to monitor air quality along the A40 and

in the town centre, particularly given the proximity to sensitive locations such as Monmouth
Schoof®Thecouncil has recenty mabe t he chi |l drends play area |
from the A40, which means that the children are not playing close to the source of air pollution,
and benefit from a much more accessible, sustainable, inclusive and stimulatifig play area.

House prices in this area are high, with 4 wards among the 10 most explemsioernhbut

2 wardsare among the 10 least expersihe least expensive being in Overmonnow which is
in the 30% most deprived LSOAs in Wales. The houseipticssaretherefore demonstrate
thedisparities that are possiighin Monmouthshire, with the more affluent wards having the
potential to mask those that are more deptived.

Il n 2020, 15. 4% of all Ugazyyadzi K KAi3IK mout ho
shopping area were vacant, the highest proportion | could) be a destination high street
record followinga rise in 20182 The steepest climb il but at the moment is lacking in
vacancy rates has been across secondary frontage variety and I am often forced to go
12.3% in 2018 to 21.1%. This might, in part, reflect 2dzu 2¥ G226y 2N §
impact of the Covid9 pandemic on the high street,

particularly with the loss of some national chains from MonmazittassBeacocks.

sl
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In this area, 7% of thweorkingagepopulation receive employmeetated benefits, with 12%
considered to be income deprived.#iple(0.94%pre claiming Job Seeker's Allowance or
Universal Credit for unemployment, of which 25 @ B824>%*14.8% of children are liow-
incomefamilies. Monmouth includes Overmonnow 2, which is in the 30% most deprived
LSOAs in Wales and has the tighest percentage of people in income deprivatioa in
county and the highest percentagevoiking-agepeople in employment deprivatiémn.
Monmouth also includes Dixton with Osbaston, which has the jointlkwveést deprivation
for income and employmentthre countyalong with Mitchel Troy for the lattn)lustrating,
the disparityvithin Monmouthshire

In the Monmouth catchment area, 18% of households are below 50% of the median income for
the UK, and 24% are below 60%. This compares to 17% and 22% respectively for
Monmouthshire, and 25% and 33% for Wales as a3#hole.

The population of Monmouth and the surrounding area is just over 17,000. 16.9% of the
population of Monmouth and its surroundings are aged betdBeth® highest of the five
areaswhile 26.6% of the population are aged 65 and*6ver

Monmoth and its surroundings have only one area in the most deprived 20% of areas in
Monmouthshire. Part of Overmonnow (Overmonnow 2) is ranked the second most deprived
area in Monmouthshjrehere employment and education are the main concerns. 16% of
workingagepeople in Overmonnow 2 are in employment deprivation, the highest in
Monmouthshirgand 23.2% ofvorkingageadults have no qualificaticfResidents in some

parts of Overmonnow are eligible for Flying Start fesgireol children.

Access to sengs in the area around Monmouth is a key, Bgbhesome areas being ranked

amongst the most deprived in Wales. For example, Llantilio Crossenny is ranked the sixth most
deprived area in Wales for access to services. In thisateiads of householdsuffer from
theunavailability of broadband at 30Mb/s and 3 hours average round trips on public transport
to key services such as food shop, pharmacy, post office, library and secondry school

80% of people in Monmouth and the surrounding communities tegidineir health is good
or very good. Within the Monmouth area, this varies from 65% in Overmonnow 2 (the second
most deprived area in Monmouthshire) to 86% in Trellech UAited 2

From November 2020 to November 2021, overall crime in Monmouth increased from 24.5% to
254%0f t he countyds (n.b.: cri me .dherelaslbdeenr Mon
a reduction of recorded crimes for Shoplifting, Theft, and Residential and Gdmmerci
Burglariespossiblyue, in part, to the pandemic and lockdown periods. Tisdrecna

notableincrease in Violence Without Injury from 254 recorded incidents to 398. Violence With
Injury, PublicOrder OffencesandRapealso saw notable increasesm April 2020 to March

2021, 250 incidents of ASRrerecorded, accounting for 22% of all reported ASB across
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Monmouthshire. The wards with the highest prevalence were Drybridge, Overmonnow and
Trellech UnitedAs of January 2021, theree 46 adults aessing support, 31 for alcohol and
15 for other substances.

Drybridge in Monmouth has recorded the most domresdted crime over the last three years.
From January 2021 to November 2021, Drybridge made up 21% of all recorded crime in the
Monmouth Area.

Recorded domestic crimes by ward in Monmouth, Monmouthshire

fﬂSg3g3DQQMMHMMMMMMMWMMWWMM@WWM@WWWW@

2019 2020 20712015 2030 2021 2015 2020 2021 2019 2020 2021 2019 2020 2021 2015 2020 2021 201% 2020 2021 2015 2020 2021 2015 2020 2021 2019 2020 2021 2013 2020 2021 2013 2020 2021

DRYERIDGE OVERMOMMOW  WYESHAM USK RAGLAN GOYTRE FAWR ~ TRELLECH LLANBADOC LLANGYBI FAWR DIXTON WITH LLANTILO  MITCHELTROY
UNITED OSBASTON CROSSEMNY

The market town of Monmouth is located on the river Monnow and acts as the main retail,
educational, and cultural centre for an extensive rural area, including mucieasteontand

central Monmouthshire, and extending intd-tivest of Dean and Herefordshire. Its location

on the border between England and Wales is an important factor in the culture of the area, with
the surrounding area of the Wye Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty being of key
environmental importance.

Compared to the other areas in Monmouthshire, the Monmouth area has a higher proportion of
ethnic groups within its population, according to the 2011 Census. Despite these figures being
low, reflected by the Monmouthshire figures as a whole, Monmolité Bakighest mixed

race population (0.7%) arfdllighest Asian population (0.4%). CensussHatesthat the area

is consistent with that tife countyas circa 62% of the population declared themselves

Christian.

In terms of the Welsh language, there is an active Welsh society, Cymdeithas Gymraeg Trefynwy
ador Cylch, providing opportunities to soci al
for the Monmouth area requires travelling to either primaryl gcti@countyboth journeys

are approximately 19 miles. An even further journey (24 miles) is needed for the nearest Welsh
medium secondary school education, based in Torfaen. The lack of school provision is reflected
in the figures, with the Monmouttea having the eqtlaghest proportion of population with

no skills in Welsh.

The town of Monmouth has significant archaeological and historical impoha@euncil
for British Archaeology has previously designated Monmouth as the seventh best town fo
archaeol ogy in Britain. I n MaWwikip@da prajecttdMo n mo u t
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cover a whole towiMonmouthpedial he project covers notable places, people, artefacts, flora,
fauna and other things in Monmouth in as many languages as, pasisialspecial focus
on Welsh?®

The built heritage of Monmouth and the surrounding area includes the Nelson Garden, Shire
Hall, Market Hall, the Monnow Bridge, and Agincourt square.

Monmouth and the surrounding area also has a thriving arts, tesdiesients scene. The

town centre is home to a nationally and internationally significant collection of Nelson material, a
theatre and cinenfdlans are underway to develop Shire Hall as a new cultural attraction and
museumkestivals and evemtglude the annual Monmouthshire agricultural Show and the
Monmouth Festivah free ninglay music festival.

Following significant investment, the leisure centre in Monmouth has upgraded its fithess and
sports facilities and also offers a play centpegifoary school aged children. Monmouth

Rowing Club is located beside the river Wye and caters for the membership of the club as well as
the 3 school rowing clubs.

The average travel time by public transport to a sports facility in the area is veoylnlearly d
that of Wales (109 minutes vs 55 minutes§ettendongest time in Monmouthshire. The area
has the longest public travel time to a public library in Monmouthshire, at 83 minutes. This is
also the case for private travel (18 minutes).

A summary of the responses from the area to some of the engagement exercise questions is
provided. To make it easier to analyse the many diverse comments that were received to the
openended questions that were asked, comments were gnboipategories or them&his

allows us to identify some of the most common themes that respondents in the area mentioned.

The following graphs show the themes that were used to categorise the comments, and where
appropriate, whether these were mor#iy®®r negative in response is provided.
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What is special/good about your community/where you live? - Monmouth
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What would make it a better place? - Monmouth
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Severnside

Environmental Welbeing

The Severnside area includes several areas of population in thetsatuofyd including
Portskewett, Caldicot, Rogiet, Magor and Braayl also has the mainline railwe§otah
Wales and the M4 motorwafe landscape along the coastal zone is primarily flat, with
productive fields of Grade 2 and 3 agriculturas,landnded ¥ traditional reens to drain the
low lying land, protected from coastal flooding by a flood¥@hlke. land rises to the north to
a series of low hills before rising further towards Wentwood.

Severnside has extensive environmental assets, some ofnegfiidindoe international

protection, and habitats include marine, freshwater, spgrgsssland and ancient woodland.

As described in the Chepstow and Lower Wye section, the Severn Estuary is of international
importance for wintering and passage featersaltmarshes, exposed sandbanks, fish feeding
areas andnunusually large natural tidal range which influences the species that o€ber here.
estuary is protected asanfRasite, overseen by the United Nations, as well as a Special Area of
Conservation protected by European legisfation.

S —=

Severn Estuary

There are 8 Sites of Special Scientific Inthegprotect the Gwent Levels area to create a large
tract of wellconneted land and associated reens. The SSSis incorporate the estuary, woodland,
wet farmland and drainage ditches, wetland and marsh and Hidamo®went Levels SSSI

has seen the successful reintroduction of water vole, which have spread far beyond the
reintroduction siteS he Levels also support otters and many other species, and Gwent Wildlife
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Trustiswor ki ng on a Shril/l Carder Bee Project t
rare bumblebe&here are 31 Sites of Importance for Nalmeservation in this area, many of

which are meadow and grassland and help to provide aitbwesource for this important

species and other pollinators.

The Living LevelRartnership is a lottefynded programme to promote and reconnect people
to the heritage, wildlife and wild beauty of the historic landscape of the Gwet{t Thigels
includegpreserving and protectiagproximatel$,700 hectares of land, including much of the
Severnside area and is a mixture of habitats such adlocodgtains, reens, saltmarshes and
mudflats.

However, a major threat to environmental resilience in this area comes from further
development, which would reduce the extent of the natural areas as well as potentially break up
currently weltonnected hataits.Concerns about further development as a result of the

proposed M4 relief road have receded now that Welsh Governsitanidthdown that

proposal, removed the corridor for the route of a proposed hjgimdagiterated their plans

for no new majoroadbuilding schemés§.

Other threats to the wildlife, property and infrastructure of this area include flooding and
inundation by saline water from the Severn EsiMach of the levels area is protected by

flood defencesnd discussions over the mamaince of these are ongoing with NRNére is
uncertainty about the extent of futureleeal rise, but with models anticipating between 22 and
28cm rise at Cardiff by 2050 and potentialR6461 by 2080 as a result of climate change, the
risk ofcoastal flooding increag¥®ising sea levels are also a threat to the saltmarshes and
mudflats that make the Severn Estuary so valuable for wildlife since research sutit§ésts that
of these face bei@ggueezdihgainst existing sea defences causingeanent of sediment and
habitat loss for thousands of wading Bifds.

Parts of Caldicot are at risk of flooding where the Nedern Brook joins the Rivell Bexern.

are also a significant number of properties (138) and people (498) at high or metlium risk
surface water flooding in the wider Severnside area, the largest number of people likely to be
affected out of all of the 5 areas of Monmouth¥fireFebruary 202@idespread surface

water flooding occurred in and around the grounds of Caldidetabaksthe Severn Bridge
Industrial Estate affecting numerous properties and businesses, asvesHitaads,

residential properties and gardé&ns.

The Nedern Brook has poor water quality, due to pollution from sewage misconrtiéetions.
the Gwent levels, a unique reen and ditch network is under pressure from development and
diffuse rural, industrial and sewage polléfidimere is also a large Groundwater Source
Protection Zone covering most of Portskewett Ward, and half of Caldicobathfas she

Severn Estuafyf,
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The Severnside area has some accessible
green spaces, such as Magor Marsh,
Caldicot Castle Country Park, the

| Nedern Brook Wetlands site, Rogiet
Countryside Park and Black Rock.
However, most of the towns and villages
in the area are deficient in easily
accessible natural or se@iural
greenspace:Compared with elsewhere

in the county, fewer people in Severnside
said that the landscape and countryside
arewhatis good about wére they live.
Thereis 74km of public rights of way
enabling people to explore the countryside, including access to the Wales Céastal Path.

Caldicot Castle in the Gwent levels

Many of the Tree Preservation Orders inditeia are in|
urban areas, villages and around historic estates w| g |
they are important landscape feat@ase areas of
woodland are also protected by Tree Preservation Otthensever, in comparison with the

rest of Monmouthshirand Wales as a whd@eyvernside has much less urban tree Rngget

only has 8.4% tree cover and Caldicot has 8.7% (compared with a Welsh averageviah16.4%)

a subsequent reduction in the benefits given by urban trees such as reducing runoff, increasing
biodiversity ath providing shading and cooliffy.

Ga 2F 2Ly 02
1Ay3 YR fSA&

There are no Air Quality Management Zones in Severnside and no areas of particular concern
for air qualityAlthough nitrogen dioxide and particulate levels are likely to be high along the M4
and M48 corridors, they are not locatedeto sensitive receptors such as homes or schools.

There is no local Transition Town group or sintlawever, through the wodf the Caldicot
Town Team and other groufisere are small groups of people working together on a range of
different sustainability projec&ie council is working closely with volunteers to run the new
TogetherWorks space in Caldicot, which will bectinge foiseverate-use and repair projects,
such as a Library of Things, Repair Café@ndhunity fridge, so it is expedieat this will

become a focus for a range of community sustainability initfatives.

Economc Wellbeing
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As with Chepstow and Monmouth, Severnside includes house prices that are among the most

and least expensive in Monmouthshire. Overall, it is the second least expendive area of

county though®*®

Vacancy rates in the centre of Magor have decre
from 13.6% in 2019 to no vacant units in1202
Howeverrates in the central shopping area of
Caldicot have risen compared to last year, to 3.4

What would you likeyour community
to look like in the future?

aL g2dz R
2T OF ¥Sa

tA1S Ad
FYR AYRS

Caldicotds easy access/ ga2NBE O NASGE 27 and
to Newport measithat there is a high trade draw | here because there's something here

away fromhe town for certain goodsmainly to they We}ntc ont}ojf shops for

Spytty Retail Park in [AYaulyOsSe o Bri

Cribbs Causeway and Cardiff.

In this area, 7% of thveorkingagepopulation receive employmeelated benefits, with 10%
considered to be income depriZiiDpeople(1.1%)are claiming Job Seeker's Allowance or
Universal Credit for unemployment, of which 40 are ag&t 16.7% of children arelanv-
incomefamilies.

In the Severnside catchmeamiaa 18% of households are below 50% of the median income for
the UK, and 25% are below 60%, as compared with 17% and 22% respectively for
Monmouthshire, and 25% and 33% for Wales as a*#fidle.EIms has the joint secend

lowest percentage wbrkingagepeople in income deprivatiortie countywhile Shirenewton
has the joint lowest percentageofkingagepeople in employment deprivatiéh.

Improvement work focussed on Severn Tunnel JunctidremgifitCaldicot, Magor/Undy and
Rogietby making ieasier for people to travel by train

Severnsideds popul ation of |justworlongage 20, 000
residents, with 60.8% aged between 16 and 64 and the lowest proportion of people aged 65 and
over (22.49%6%*

3 of the 11 most deprived areas in Monmouthshire are located within Severnside: West End, part
of Dewstow and Green Lane and part of SevernaEbragea, the main category of deprivation
is the physical environment which covers air quality and emissions, flood risk and gféen space

West End has the lowest percentage of key stage 4 leavers entering higher educatih, at 10.2%
Flying Start is ailable to some residents and their young children in West End.

On averagdravel times tgeveraservices are shorter when compared to other areas in
Monmouthshire and are more in line with the Wales average, as classified by the Wales index for
Multiple Deprivation.
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81% of people in Severnside reguabgood or very good healththe 201Tensus. Again,

variations within the area are notable, ranging from 75% in Dewstow to 89% in The EIms.
Dewstow & Green Lane @llowed by West Entiave the highesttes of people living with

long term limiting illness in the Severnside area. West End also sees the highest rates of cancer
incidence in the Severnside area.

From November 2020 to November 2021, overall crime in Caldicot remained the same, at
20.7%0of the ¢ o uThereyh@sdeen a reduction of recorded crimes for Shoplifting, Theft, and
Commercial Burglaries. However, there has been a marked increase in Residential Burglary
which is up from 34 recorded incidents tadd8ber notable increases ar€rminal Damage

and ArsonRape, and Other Sexual Offences. From April 2020 to March 2021, 230 incidents of
ASBwererecorded in Caldicot, accounting for 20.3% of all reported ASB across
Monmouthshire. The wards with the highest prevalence were GreenlLand,3évern

WardsAs of January 2021, theree 52 adults accessing support, 29 for alcohol and 23 for
other substances.

Dewstow in Caldicot has recorded the most donnektied crime over the last three years.

From January 2021 to NovemB@é21, Dewstow made up 17% of all recorded crime in the
Caldicot area. There is a significant rise in the amount of recorded domestic abuse crimes in Mill
in 2020; 37% of these crimes were recorded as Violence without injury.

Recorded domestic crimes by ward in Caldicot, Monmouthshire

20

50

20

20
10
" Jallel = : e

2013 2020 2021 2015 2020 2021 2015 2020 20Z1 2015 2020 20I1 2015 30X 2021 2015 2020 2021 2015 2020 2021 2015 2020 2021 201% 2020 2021 2015 2020 2021

DEWSTOW MILL WEST END GREEN LAME ROGIET THE ELME PORTSKEWETT SEVERN CAERWENT CALDICOT CASTLE

Severnsilis uniguely placed as being the landthi afistantly recognisable new Prince of
Wale®Bridge in Wales. The area is bordered by the Severn Estuary coast line, including the
Caldicot and Wentloog levels, and Magor Marsh is an important padradsbape used by
visitors and residents.

Severnside has tH& Bighest proportion of those declaring themselves as Christian (62.2%) as
well as the lowest proportion of those stating they are of a religion other than Christian (1.1%).
In terms of ethnity, figures show the area has a lower proportion of the population who are
mixed race and black ethnicity compared to the other areas, whereas the proportion of
population ofvhite ethnicity is 98.5%8
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The Severnside areaasered by the Ggsvent, Ci-c oed adr Cyffiniau Wel
society. Coffee mornings are held regularly in the Caldicot library. Severnside is one of 2 of the 5
areas with Welsh medium education, with Ysgol Gymraeg y Ffin, located in Caldicot. This could

be one of the reasons wigures for Welsh within Monmouthshire are at their highest in this

area: 11.2% of the population of Severnside stated that they were able to speak Welsh as well as
8.3% saying they could speak, read and write in*Velsh

In Severnside, Caldicot Castle and
Country Park is of particular historical
importance and is increasingly being u
for festivals and events. Over the past
years, the Castle has hosted a range ¢
events from music concerts to archery :
competitions. Ther@a also has a numbe ¥
of other historically significant features. |

Travel time to a leisure centre in the ar
is slightly higher than the average for
Wales: on average it takes 68 minutes on

public transport and 12 minutes on private tranpdravel time to a library in the area is also
slightly higher than the average for Wales, taking 55 minutes on public transport and 11 minutes
on private transpoit’

Engagement responses

A summary of the responses from the area to some of the engagementuestiorseis|

provided. To make it easier to analyse the many diverse comments that were received to the
openended questions that were asked, comments were grouped into categoriesTdrishemes.
allows us to identify some of the most common themes that respondents in the area mentioned.

The following graphs show the themes that were used to categorise the comments, and where
appropriate, whether these were more positive or negative iseespravided.
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What is special/good about your community/where you live? - Severnside
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Future Trends

The Welsh Government Future trends report (2021) focusses on those big drivers of change
where the trends are having an impact across all sectors and have the potential for wider effects
across the econonsgciety, environment, and culture. It focusses on the intergenerational
challenges that Wales will need to respond to, and the areas it can shape for a more sustainable
future.

This report provides an overview of four big drivers of change: People datidAopu

Inequalities; Planetary Health and Limits; Technology. The r¢pitsttde trends that have
potenti al i mplications across Walesd society
context in which Public Service Boards workreghimt also provides an overview of two public

service drivers: Public finances; Public sector demand and digital. The diagram provides an
overview of the findings from the repttt

e
@¥%),. ADRODDIAD UE
@ 5 ¥ TUEDDIADAUR DYFODOL ’ ! \-égg
> FUTURE TRENDS e
‘ REPORT Incr eed Liywodraeth Cymru

Welkh Government

People
and
Population

Public Sector
Demand and
LTE]

Future d
Trends Report
Wales

2021

2 Planetary
F; I;:t:s Health and
Limits

PSBs in Gwent have previously commissioned specific work to deweldpratanding of
Future trends that couddfectweltbeing and delivery of public services in Gwent to inform the
development of wdlleing plans. Informed by this, work has been progressed to better
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understand what the likelihood and impact of fuigks and opportunities might be at a local
level and how they might be addressed by Public Services Boards (PSB).

Many future risks and opportunities are complex and therefore hard to define clearly, and are
also difficult to plan for and manage. Devegpaiprocess to help further understand them aims
to progress thinking beyond the shorter to the metgium in line with the loAgrm principle

of the WeHbeing of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015. Some of the future risks and
opportunities that haveeen identified that are particularly relevant to Monmouthshire include:

1 Future Skill requirements: There is a risk of young people being trained in the wrong, or
outdated, skills. There are opportunities to build a new training and education system which
develops more flexible, creative, problem solvers.

T Jobs I ost, jJjobs gained: There is a risk th
development to help individuals get jobs in the emerging economy. There are opportunities
for business to beow more efficient and to use Al to build new markets and value chains.

1 Chronic ill health: People are living longer, which means society is changing and our health
is changing with it. An ageing population means that the number of people s@atimlong
hedth conditions has increased. There is a risk of increased mesdpditially due to
cancer, cardiovascular disease, strokes, diabetes and other conditions related to obesity.
There is an opportunity to refocus healthcare towardseiveland prevertiee actions.

1 Unequal society: There is a risk that there will be a further entrenchment of health
inequalities, increased loneliness and isolation and mental health issues.

71 Climate Change: There is a severe risk of rises in temperature, increagssn sea le
increased frequency of adverse weather events and increased frequency of flooding

71 Loss of biodiversity: The natural environment provides us with the necessitis of life
what we consume, our waste and pollution, cultural benefits and naturalspsochsss
pollination.

1 As aresult of growing cities, industrialisation, intensive agriculture and climate change,
natural habitats are threatened across the world and in the UK. There is a risk that nature
no longer provides the range of system sethiatesociety relies on.

1 Housing and Land pressures: Pressure on land will intensify, with competingddemands
for agriculture, forestry, industry, mining, housing, recreation and amenity use. There is a
risk that failing to build sufficient (and affordphbmes will increase inequality and
reduce affordability and tenure choice

These will need to be continually reviewed and developed as evidence and the situation change.
They were identified before the Coronavirus pandemic and arydongeipacts wiheed to
factor into the risks and opportunities already identified. It is likely that the ongoing pandemic
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will lead to the acceleration of some existing trends and potentially create new trends. However,

how the evolvingffect of the pandemic will shepmedium and lorgrm trends globally and
for Wales is far more uncertain at this $tage.

Further work will be required to develop a greater understanding of the future trends impact on
Monmouthshireto consider suitable responses and develofp®islPlans accordingly. This
will include exploring collaborative responses where appropriate.
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Monmouthshird=ngagemerfResponses

What was our approach to community engagement for the wdleing assessment?

Involvement is a kegyrinciple of the Webeing of Future Generations Act. The engagement as
partoftheweb ei ng assessment, which in Monmout hshi

Monmout hshired dougaee mdmtn,d Ipelopprgenikse countye ws o
to consider this alongside the data and evidence available.

The community engagement has been undertaken using a consistent framework across Gwent
and a common set of questions. During the Summer of 2021, Monmouthshire, along with
neighbouring Gwent argagblished a questionnaire which asked residents to answer a series of
guestions on their experiences with their local area. As well as asking whether the current
Monmouthshire webeing plan objectives remain important, we wanted to understand more
aboutresident®views on current weddkeing and to draw on the strengths and assets of the

county. The compiled responses have helpedinsglerstand the issues that matter to people in
Monmouthshire.

The questions asked included:

What is special / good abowtur community / where you live?
What would make it a better place?

1
1
1 What things are important to you and your family?
1

What would you like your community to look like in the future?

We were conscious that although data and st a
and understanding of wb#ing may be different.

The questionnaire was publicised through a number of social media platforms to try and engage
with as many pete as possible, including Twitter and Facebook pages. Alongside the
guestionnaire, a range of different engageme
workshops and stalls at a community event. The ongoing pandemic reduced the range of
opportunities available to undertake the engagemigott was made to involve people from as

wide a crossection of the community as possible.

A total of 589 responses to the questionnaire were received. The chart below shows the
proportion of responses that cafmen each of the 5 areas in Monmouthshire:
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Total Responses by Area

Not Stated 25, 4%
The Heart of

Monmouthshire 87,
15%

~ Abergavenny area

184, 31%

Severnside83, 14%

Chepstow and the
Lower Wye Valley
109, 19%

Monmouth area 101,
17%

What have people talked about as part @ur Monmouthshire?

To make it easier to analyse the many diverse comments that were received-4enithedopen
guestions that were asked, comments were grouped ipdoieater themes. This allows us to
identify some of the most common thethasrespondents mentioned. A summary of the
responses across Monmouthshire to some of the questions is provided-bEegwsdues
raised in response to the engagement absal Bdme variation by location, with some issues
being more prevalent in some areas than others.

The following graphs show the themes that were used to categorise the comments, and where
appropriate, whether these were more positive or negative iseespravided.

Question 1. What is special/good about your community/where you live?

What is special/good about your community/where you live? - Monmouthshire
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Most comments could be categorised under Sense of Community, which includes comments on
how friendly the area is, highlighting neighbourlmessommunity spirit. Landscape and

Countryside was the next most popular categgotyringcomments such as those on natural

beauty and green spaces. Local Services, Community Safety and Town Centres and Shops were
also amongst the most commented theWdst the vast majority of comments were positive,

some concerngereraised in the comments on areas such as Highways and Road networks,

Local Services, Planning and Landuse, and Town Centres and Shops.

Question 2. What would make it a better place?

What would make it a better place? - Monmouthshire
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Responses covered a wide range of categories. Some of the areas with a higher number of
responses included Highways and Road Networks, including ofltrafés and speeding.

The Public Transport category contained many references to bus and/ovicamaailable,

and the Town Centre and Shops comments tend to focus on having a greater variety of shops
available locally.

Question 3. What things are important to you and your family?
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What things are important to you and your family? - Monmouthshire
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Many of the responses focussed on the examples provided astios gucluding places, local

services, local facilities, community groups/activities, safety and support and care for older

people.

What would you like your community to look like in the future? -
Maonmouthshire

120

Question 4. What would you like your community to look like in the future?
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Many comments related to a sense of comynuiih responderiidesire for friendly

communities, with people looking out for each other. Highways and Road Networks were raised

frequently, including traffic, along with vehicle pollution and speeding. Landscape and

Countryside was also raised oftemmon themes included a desire for more greenspace and

areas to walk and cycle. Town Centres and Shops were amongst the highest 12 category of
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responsesnany respondents were keen to see a thriving high street with a high variety of shops
that encouraggmople to shop locally.

Five Local Monmouthshire Community Areas

A breakdown of responses by the five local community areas in Monmasihsiviged.

There was variation in the total number of responses received in each area. This breakdown
showsha some of the webleing issues raised vary by location, with some issues being more
prevalent in some areas than others.

Question 1. What is special/good about your community/where you live?
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What is special/good about your community/where you live? - Chepstow

60

50

40
0
0
0
0

Bupijod

asnpue] pue Suluueld
Bunyed

a|doad Jap|O
sapeiqn
JuawAo|dwa puesqor
alewn|) pue ABiau]
pueqgpeoug
Inoaeyag [eposnuy
Buls noH a|qepioyy
Yinoy

Ysam

1odsuel] a1gnd
Aviiqesig pue yijeaH
ajn Ayuno)

ssaukng

BulpAday pue a1seAp
ws unoj

U|euoneslday puesiyied

20N
$22IAI2S 2UN5 19

“lejuswuodiaug [edxo’

aunyn)
aJeap|iyd pue uoneanpy
Bupjlean pue Sulpid

“'peoy puesiemysiH

suonesiuesio Ajlunwwo)
SJUAA]

A1ajes Ajlunuwiwo)

sdoys puesanua) umo]
$301AJ3S [e207

“'pue adedspuer

Ajunwwo) jo asuasg

W Positive m Negative

What is special/good about your community/where you live? - Heart of
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What is special/good about your community/where you live? - Monmouth
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What is special/good about your community/where you live? - Severnside
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Across the five areas, as seen iMtrenouthshire analysis, both Sense of Community and

Landscape and Countryside were the most frequent themes. Local Services, Community Safety
and Town Centres and Shops were also amongst the most commented themes. Whilst the vast

majority of comments wepesitive, there were some differing concerns raised within the

respective areas on issues such as Highways and Road networks, Local Services, Planning and

Land use, and Town Centres and Shops.
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What would make it a better place? - Abergavenny
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What would make it a better place? - Chepstow
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What would make it a better place? - Heart of Monmouthshire
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What would make it a better place? - Monmouth
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What would make it a better place? - Severnside
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Respases covered a wide range of categories. Most of the categories with a higher number of
responses in the five local areas were consistent with Monmouthshire overall. These include
Highways and Road Networks, including comments on speeding and traffithssdReblic

Transport category contained many references to transport links and affordability, including bus
and/or train services available, and the Town Centre and Shops comments tend to focus on
having a greater variety of shops available locally.

There were some variations in issues raised withiffareasmplgin the Abergavenny area
Cycling and Walking was amongst the most prominent issues. In the Chepstmhvaaga
and Road Network and Town Centres and Shops featured particularly pyomiten
responses.
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155 A sumnary of the State of Natural Resources Report, NRW, 2016
https://cdn.naturalresources.wales/media/682366/senanmanseptembeP01 6editel-august

2017.pdf

156 Health and the Natural Environment
www.warwickshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/sites/default/files&tth%20and%20natural%20environment%?2
Oevidence%20summary;pihie Green Agenda for Mental Health
www.mind.org.uk/media/211252/Ecotherafphe_green_agenda_for_mental_health Executive summ
ary.pdf

How connecting with nature benefits our mental health
www.mentalhealth.org.uk/sites/defaulgdiiIMHAW21 NATURE%20REPORT_ENG_web.pdf

157Public Service Board Monmouthshire Environmental information fareingllassessments, NRW,
2016

158Green Infrastructure Strategy 2019
www.monlife.co.uk/outdoor/greenfrastructure/greemfrastructurestrategyguidance
1s9www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/1cd6ba8ald7d4a&itttxF4aec
http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/epg/noiseandnuisance/environmentalnoise/tranquillit
y/?lang=en

160 All figures from Monmaps Countryside Layer

161Historic Landscape Characterisation: The Gwent Levels
www.ggat.org.uk/cadw/historic_landscape/Gwent%20Levels/English/GL_Main.htm

162The Second State of Natural Resources Report Executive Summary
https://cdn.cyfoetmaturiol.cymru/media/693209/sonarr2828ecutivesummary.pdf

163The Second State of Natural Resources Report Executive Summary
https://cdn.cyfoethnaturiol.cymimedia/693209/sonarr2028xecutivesummary. pdf

164Greater Gwent State of Nature
www.monlife.co.uk/wygontent/uploads/2021/08/GreategbwentStateof-Nature4-002.pdf

165 Ash Dieback At Old Station Tintern

www.monlife.co.uk/astliebackatold-stationtintern2;

Information on larch felling Wentwood and Trellech Common
https://naturalresources.wales/abogtour-projects/forestryprojects/informatioron-larchfelling
wentwoodandtrellechcommon/?lang=en

Compliance Assessment of Welsh River SACs agaisishétus Targets
https://cdn.cyfoethnaturiol.cymru/media/693025/compliaaseessmenf-welshsacsagainst
phosphorudargetdfinalv10.pdf?mode=pad&rnd=132557227300000000

166 MCC Proposed Pollinator Policy
www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/app/Agads/sites/11/2014/03/4PollinatorPolicy. pdf

167Green Infrastructure Projects
www.monlife.co.uk/outdoor/greenfrastructure/greemfrastructureprojecs

168New report into the economic cost of aative species
www.nonnativespecies.org/news/index.cfm?id=34
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169The Second State of Natural Resources Report Executive Summary
https://cdn.cyfoethnaturiol.cymru/media/693209/sonarr2826cutivesummary.pdf

Tree Cover in Walesd Towns and Cities, NRW, 201

https://cdn.naturalresources.wales/media/679615lgbantreesumman?016.pdf?mode=pad

7Tree Cover in Walesd Towns and Cities, NRW, 201

https://cdn.naturalresources.wales/media/679615(gbantreesummar?2016.pdf?mode=pad
172MCC Climate Emergency Strategy October 2019
www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/app/uploads/2019/11/ClirratelDecarbonisation_Strategy v1.Q.pdf
MCC Reuse Shop & Trees

www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/recyclamgdwaste/reusshop https://stumpupfortrees.org

173 www.monlife.co.uk/outdoor/greenfrastructure/greeinfrastructurgpartnershipprojects/gwent
greenrgrid-partnership

174MCC Open Space Study, Ashley Godfrey Associates, 2008
www.planningpolicy.monmouthshire.gov.ukfwptent/uploads/2013/01/MonmouthshireOpenSpace
Dec08.pdf

175 Access to gardens and public green space in Great Britai
www.ons.gov.uk/economy/environmentalaccounts/datasets/accesstogardensandpublicgreenspaceingreat
britain

176|mplementing the Soegconomic Duty: A review of evidence on secamomic disadvantage and
inequalities of outcome, October 2021
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/statistiemdresearch/20211/reviewof-evidencen-socio
economigdisadvantagendinequalitie®f-outcomerevised.pdf

77 www.monlife.co.uk/outdoor/countrysidgecess/rightsf-wayimprovemenplan
178ywww.monlife.co.uk/atdoor/countrysideaccess/rightsf-wayimprovemenplan

179Public Health England publishes air pollution evidence review
www.gov.uk/government/news/publiealthenglanepublishesir-pollutionevidenceeview
1802020 Air Quality Progress Report
www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/app/uploads/2021/01/MBQ-APR-2020.pdf

181MCC 2021 Air Quality Progress Report

182Draft Supplementary planning Guidance Dec 2016 Volume 1: Guidance for Applicants
183ywww.monmouthshire.gov.uk/planning/wateslity

184\Water Watch Wales Map Gallery
https://waterwatchwales.naturalresourceswales.gov.uk/en

185\Wales Environmental Information Portal

https://smnr-nrw.hub.arcgis.com

188 All figures from Monmaps Countryside Layer
187www.herefordshire.gov.uk/downloads/download/102/nutrient_management_plan
188Compliance Assessment aflghh River SACs against Phosphorus Targets
https://cdn.cyfoethnaturiol.cymru/medigd8025/compliancassessmenf-welshsacsagainst
phosphorudargetdinalv10.pdf?mode=pad&rnd=132557227300000000

189Compliance Assessment of Welsh River SACs against Phosphorus Targets
https://cdn.cyfoethnaturiol.cymru/media/693025/compliaassessmepf-welshsacsagainst
phosphorudargetdinalv10.pdf?mode=pad&rnd=1325572273000000

Wye Crisis and intensive chicken units in Powys
https://cprw.org.uk/cmsdata/resources/200619%20%20River%20Wye%20in%20C0BRB2
CPRW%20Press%20Release.pdf

19 New legal duty promised over sewage as Lords forces issue
www.bbc.co.uk/news/ubkolitics59052995

191Generation 2050, Netherwood Sustainable Futures angd(AvC,

192Private Water Supplies

www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/privat@atersupplies

193UK local authority and regional carbon dioxide emissions national statistics: 2005 to 2019
www.gov.uk/government/statisticsAicatauthorityandregionatarbondioxideemissionsational
statistic2005t0-2019
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194K local authority and regional carbon dioxide emissions national statistics: 2005 to 2019
www.gov.uk/govemment/statistics/udocatauthorityandregionatarbondioxideemissionsmational
statistics2005t0-2019

195Ecological and carbon footprint report
https://gov.wales/ecologicandcarbonrfootprint-report

196 Fyel Poverty in Wales

https://senedd.wales/laid%20documentdt3147/crld13147e.pdf

197Regional Renewable Statistics
www.gov.uk/government/statistics/regionahewablstatistics

198 Geneation 2050, Netherwood Sustainable Futures and PwC, 2014
leowww.facebook.com/AbergavennyExtinctionRebellion
www.facebok.com/youth4climateabergavenny
200y)yww.monmouthshire.gov.uk/climamergengy

MCC Climate Emergency Strategy, October 2019
www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/app/uploads/2019/11/ClirratelDecarbonisation_Strategy v1.Q.pdf
Climate Emergency Action Plan 2020/2021 Summary

https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/documents/s29033/Council%20June21_Climate%20Emerge

ncy%20Appendix%201_Action%20Plan%20summary.pdf

201 Evidence for the third UK Cliabe Change Risk Assessment: Summary for Wales
www.ukclimaterisk.org/wpontent/uploads/2021/06/CCRA videnceReportWalesSummary

Final.pdf

202Evidence for the third UK Climate Change Risk Assessment: Summary for Wales
www.ukclimaterisk.org/wpontent/uploals/2021/06/CCRAEvidenceReportWalesSummary

Final.pdf

203\Winter Flooding 2019/202DMCC Summary of Main Impacts and Actions

204 Monmouthshire Flood Risk Management Plan
www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/app/uploads/2016/04/FléRskManagemerlan.pdf

205 Environmental Webeing
www.gwentpsb.org/wpontent/uploads/2021/12/5EnvironmentDraft-WBA-7th-Dec.pdf

206 Statutory standards for sustainable drainage systems
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2008/statutorynationaistandard$or-sustainable
drainagesystems.pdf

207 https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/20P9/technicahdvicenote 15. pdf

208 Annual reuse/recycling/composting rates by local authority
https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/EnvironraadiCountryside/\WastManagement/Local
AuthorityMunicipalWaste/annualreuserecyclingcompostinggtiesalauthorityearData up to

2020/21

209Future Provision Of Household Waste Recycling Centres (Hwrc) Including The Closure Of Usk
http://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/documents/s26694/FUTURE%20PROVISION%200F%20
HOUSEHOLD%20WASTE%20RECYCLING%20CENTRES%20HWRC%20INCLUDING%20THE
%20CLOSURE%200F%20USK%2420Cabinet%20.pdf?LLEE

210 Annual reuse/recycling/composting rates by local authority
https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/EnvironraetCountryside/Wast®anagement/Local
Authority-MunicipalWaste/annualreuserecyclingcompostirsipgtiocalauthorityearData up to
2020/21

211Recorded fiipping incidents by local authority
https://statswalegov.wales/Catalogue/Environmeamd Countryside/Fly
tipping/recordedflytippinginciderts+localauthority

212National Survey for Wales, 2018

https://gov.wales/nationadurveywalesaprit2018march2019

213|InfoBase Cymru: Environmental Services
www.infobasecymru.net/IAS/themes/localgovernmenglauthorityperformance/tabular?viewld=1773
&geold=1&subsetld=

214www.keepwalestidy.cymru/pages/category/camnuru

215sNewantl i tt ering campaign says 06Dondt Mess With
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www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/2020/09/nenttHlitteringcampaigrsaysiontmesswith-
monmouthshire%ef%bb%&f

216P|astic Free Monmouthshire
www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/recyctemgwaste/plastifreemonmouthshire

217Census 2011

218National Survey for Wales 2019/20, July 2021

219Draft Landscape Charact®®

220\Wales Visitor Survey, MCC. Beaufort Research, February 2020

221 National Council for Voluntary Organisations
www.ncvo.org.uk/ncveolunteering/whyolunteer

222\Nales Council for Voltery Action

https://wcva.cymru/thevoluntarysectofin-wales

28MCC OA county that serves strategybd
https://volunteer.monmouthshire.gov.uk/volunteers/about

224Culture, Sport and WABlEing: An analysis of the Taking Part Survey, December 2014
www.gov.uk/government/publications/cultesportandwellbeineananalysi®f-thetakingpartsurvey
225National Survey for Wales 2019/20, July 2021
226yww.monlife.co.uk/creative/learning/adalidcommunity

221Cultureled regeneration: achieving inclusive and sustainable growth (logal.gov.uk

228 ibrary Service Strategy 2019/2022, MCC
www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/app/uploads/2020/08/Libr&tyategy?019ENQg. pdf

229 review of the Social Impacts of Culture and Sport 2015, CASE,
www.gov.uk/.../A_review_of the Social Impacts_of Culture_and_Sport.pdf

20St art Active, Stay Active: A report on physical
Medical Officers (2011)
www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/213740/dh_128145.pdf
231Quantifying and Valuing the Wadling Impacts of Cultueand Sport, 2014
www.gov.uk/government/publications/quantifyisgdvaluingthewellbeingmpactsof-cultureand
sport

2325chool Sps Survey 2018, Sport Wales
www.sport.wales/contemtult/schoolsportssurvey?2018

233Gtart Active, Stay Active: A report on physical activity for health from the fourtiame coi e s d Ch i €
Medical Officers (2011)
www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/213740/dh_128145.pdf
234\Wales Centre fdrublic Policy, Welleing and the impacts of Cotiél and Brexit
www.wcpp.org.uk/wqgontent/uploads/2021/09Veltbeingandthe-impactof-Covid19-andBrexit
WCPREVvidenceBriefingPaper.pdf

23sywww.monlife.co.uk/connect/youttervice

236\Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation 2019
http://gov.wales/statisticandresearch/welsindexmultipledeprivation/?lang=en

237 All figures from Monmaps Couyside Layer

238How peat could protect the planet

www.nature.com/articles/d415883003553

239Public Service Board Monmouthshire Environmental information fdreingjlassessments, NRW,
2016

240MCC Open Space Study, Ashley Godfrey Associates, 2008
www.planningpolicy.monmouthshire.gov.ukbeptent/uploads/2013/01/MonmairshireOpenSpace

Dec08.pdf
241 Monmaps Countryside Layer
22Tr ee Cover in Walesd Towns and Cities, NRW, 20!

https://cdn.naturalresources.wales/media/@Aéngurbantreesumman?016.pdf?mode=pad
243Monmouthshire Flood Risk Management Plan

244Section 19 Flood Investigation Report, Llanwenarth, February 2020
www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/app/uploads/2021/07/Llanwen&iBReportFeb2020FINAL.pdf;
Winter Flooding 2019/2020 Summary of Main Impacts and Actions
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340Monmaps Countryside Layer

341 Monmaps Countryside Layer

342Living Levels: Recapturing, enhancing and celebrating The Gwent Levels
www.livinglegls.org.uk

343M4 Corridor Decision Letter
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http://www.planningpolicy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/MonmouthshireOpenSpace-Dec08.pdf
http://www.planningpolicy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/MonmouthshireOpenSpace-Dec08.pdf
https://cdn.naturalresources.wales/media/679615/eng-urban-tree-summary-2016.pdf?mode=pad
http://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/app/uploads/2021/10/Mayhill-Monmouth-S19-Report-Feb-2020-FINAL-1.pdf
http://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/app/uploads/2021/10/Mayhill-Monmouth-S19-Report-Feb-2020-FINAL-1.pdf
http://monmouthshire.biz/project/renewable-energy-community-schemes-recs
http://www.acemonmouth.org/
http://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/2021/10/highly-anticipated-new-inclusive-play-park-in-monmouth-officially-opens-to-families
http://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/2021/10/highly-anticipated-new-inclusive-play-park-in-monmouth-officially-opens-to-families
http://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/uk-house-price-index-summary-july-2021
http://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/app/uploads/2021/05/Retail-Report-2020.pdf
http://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/app/uploads/2020/12/AMR-2019-2020.pdf
http://gov.wales/statistics-and-research/welsh-index-multiple-deprivation/?lang=en
http://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/app/uploads/2021/05/Retail-Report-2020.pdf
http://www.infobasecymru.net/IAS/themes/2011census/demography/tabular?viewId=957&geoId=78&subsetId=
http://www.infobasecymru.net/IAS/themes/2011census/demography/tabular?viewId=957&geoId=78&subsetId=
https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Community-Safety-and-Social-Inclusion/Welsh-Index-of-Multiple-Deprivation/WIMD-Indicator-data-2019/indicatordata-by-lowerlayersuperoutputarea-educationdomain
https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Community-Safety-and-Social-Inclusion/Welsh-Index-of-Multiple-Deprivation/WIMD-Indicator-data-2019/indicatordata-by-lowerlayersuperoutputarea-educationdomain
https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Community-Safety-and-Social-Inclusion/Welsh-Index-of-Multiple-Deprivation/WIMD-Indicator-data-2019/indicatordata-by-lowerlayersuperoutputarea-educationdomain
https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Community-Safety-and-Social-Inclusion/Welsh-Index-of-Multiple-Deprivation/WIMD-Indicator-data-2019/indicatordata-by-lowerlayersuperoutputarea-accesstoservicesdomain
https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Community-Safety-and-Social-Inclusion/Welsh-Index-of-Multiple-Deprivation/WIMD-Indicator-data-2019/indicatordata-by-lowerlayersuperoutputarea-accesstoservicesdomain
https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Community-Safety-and-Social-Inclusion/Welsh-Index-of-Multiple-Deprivation/WIMD-Indicator-data-2019/indicatordata-by-lowerlayersuperoutputarea-accesstoservicesdomain
http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/query/construct/summary.asp?reset=yes&mode=construct&dataset=939&version=0&anal=1&initsel=
http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/query/construct/summary.asp?reset=yes&mode=construct&dataset=939&version=0&anal=1&initsel=
http://www.livinglevels.org.uk/

https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/200%/m4-corridoraroundnewportdecisbn
letter.pdf

Written Statement: M4 Relief Road TR111 Protected Corridor
https://gov.wales/writterstatemeni4-reliefroadtrll kprotecteecorridor,

Freeze on nevoads projects to be announced
https://gov.wales/freeze@ewroadsprojectsbe-announced

344Evidence for the third UK Climate Change Risk Assessment Summary for Wales
www.ukclimaterisk.org/wpontent/uploads/2021/06/CCRAvidenceReporiWalesSummary
Final.pdf

345Severn Estuary climate change mudflats 'squeeze' report
www.bbc.co.uk/news/ukvalesl 7062875

346 Monmouthshire Flood Risk Management Plan

347Section 19 Flood Investigaton Report: Caldicot
www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/app/uploads/2021/09/Caldsh8ReportFelb2020FINAL. pdf
348 Public ServicBoard Monmouthshire Environmental information for-leilig assessments, NRW
349\Water Watch Wales Map Gallery
https://waterwatchwales.naturalresourceswales.gov.uk/en

350 Monmaps Counysside Layer

351MCC Open Space Study Ashley Godfrey Associates, 2008
www.planningpolicy.monmouthshire.gov.ukbeptent/uploads/2013/0MMonmouthshireOpenSpace
Dec08.pdf

352Monmaps Countryside Layer

353Monmaps Countrysideyer

354Town Tree Cover in Monmouthshire, NRW, 2016
https://cdn.natiralresources.wales/media/67961 5f/ermantreesumman?016.pdf?mode=pad
385 Caldicot celebrates opening of new community hub
www.southwalesargems.uk/news/19591676.caldiamlebratespeningnewcommunityhub

356 UK House Price Index summary: July 2021
www.gov.uk/government/statisticsAlfousepriceindexsummanjuly-2021

357MCC2020 Retail Background Pap&farch 2021
www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/app/uploads/2021/05/RdRabort2020.pdf

MCC Adopted Local Development Plan 22021 Annual Monitoring Report
www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/app/uploads/2020/12/ANB192020.pdf

358MCC 2020 Retail Background Papitarch 2021
www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/app/upload®21/05/RetadReport2020.pdf

35%9MCC 2020 Retail Background Papitarch 2021
www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/app/uploads/2021/05/RdRabort2020.pdf

360\Welsh Index of Mitiple Deprivation 2019
http://gov.wales/statisticandresearch/welsindexmultipledeprivation/?lang=en
361Census 2011, InfoBase Cymru Age Structure
www.infobasecymru.net/IAS/themes/2011census/demography/tabular?viewld=957&geold=78&subset
Id=

62| ndicator Data by Lower Layer Super Output Ay@4g/sical Environment Domain
https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/CommiButfetyand Socialnclusion/WelsHndexof-
Multiple Deprivation/WIMD-Indicatordata?2019/indicatordathy-lowerlayersuperoutputarea
physicalenvironmentdomain

se3|ndicator Data by Lower Layer Super Output Ay&Rication Domain
https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/CommtButietyand Socialnclusion/WelsHndexof-
Multiple Deprivation/WIMD-Indicatordata2019/indicatordathy-lowerlayersuperoutputarea
educationdomain

se4Ethnic Group, Census 2011

www.nomisweb.co.uk/census/2011/ks201uk

365\Welsh Language Skills, Census 2011

www.nomisweb.co.uk/census/2011/ks207wa

366\Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation 2019
http://gov.wales/statisticandresearch/welsindexmultipledeprivation?lang=en
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https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-06/m4-corridor-around-newport-decision-letter.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-06/m4-corridor-around-newport-decision-letter.pdf
https://gov.wales/written-statement-m4-relief-road-tr111-protected-corridor
https://gov.wales/freeze-new-roads-projects-be-announced
https://www.ukclimaterisk.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/CCRA-Evidence-Report-Wales-Summary-Final.pdf
https://www.ukclimaterisk.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/CCRA-Evidence-Report-Wales-Summary-Final.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-17062875
http://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/app/uploads/2021/09/Caldicot-S19-Report-Feb-2020-FINAL.pdf
https://waterwatchwales.naturalresourceswales.gov.uk/en
http://www.planningpolicy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/MonmouthshireOpenSpace-Dec08.pdf
http://www.planningpolicy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/MonmouthshireOpenSpace-Dec08.pdf
https://cdn.naturalresources.wales/media/679615/eng-urban-tree-summary-2016.pdf?mode=pad
https://www.southwalesargus.co.uk/news/19591676.caldicot-celebrates-opening-new-community-hub/
http://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/uk-house-price-index-summary-july-2021
http://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/app/uploads/2021/05/Retail-Report-2020.pdf
http://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/app/uploads/2020/12/AMR-2019-2020.pdf
http://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/app/uploads/2021/05/Retail-Report-2020.pdf
http://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/app/uploads/2021/05/Retail-Report-2020.pdf
http://gov.wales/statistics-and-research/welsh-index-multiple-deprivation/?lang=en
http://www.infobasecymru.net/IAS/themes/2011census/demography/tabular?viewId=957&geoId=78&subsetId=
http://www.infobasecymru.net/IAS/themes/2011census/demography/tabular?viewId=957&geoId=78&subsetId=
https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Community-Safety-and-Social-Inclusion/Welsh-Index-of-Multiple-Deprivation/WIMD-Indicator-data-2019/indicatordata-by-lowerlayersuperoutputarea-physicalenvironmentdomain
https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Community-Safety-and-Social-Inclusion/Welsh-Index-of-Multiple-Deprivation/WIMD-Indicator-data-2019/indicatordata-by-lowerlayersuperoutputarea-physicalenvironmentdomain
https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Community-Safety-and-Social-Inclusion/Welsh-Index-of-Multiple-Deprivation/WIMD-Indicator-data-2019/indicatordata-by-lowerlayersuperoutputarea-physicalenvironmentdomain
https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Community-Safety-and-Social-Inclusion/Welsh-Index-of-Multiple-Deprivation/WIMD-Indicator-data-2019/indicatordata-by-lowerlayersuperoutputarea-educationdomain
https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Community-Safety-and-Social-Inclusion/Welsh-Index-of-Multiple-Deprivation/WIMD-Indicator-data-2019/indicatordata-by-lowerlayersuperoutputarea-educationdomain
https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Community-Safety-and-Social-Inclusion/Welsh-Index-of-Multiple-Deprivation/WIMD-Indicator-data-2019/indicatordata-by-lowerlayersuperoutputarea-educationdomain
http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/census/2011/ks201uk
http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/census/2011/ks207wa
http://gov.wales/statistics-and-research/welsh-index-multiple-deprivation/?lang=en

367\Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation 2019
http://gov.wales/statisticandresearch/welsindexmultipledeprivation/?lang=en
368 Future Trends Report Wales 2021

https://gov.wales/futurerends2021

369 Future Trends Report Wales 2021

https://gov.wales/futurgrends2021
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http://gov.wales/statistics-and-research/welsh-index-multiple-deprivation/?lang=en
https://gov.wales/future-trends-2021
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